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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday, 2nd September 2008, at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg.
PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W H C Teesdale (Mayor)





P John,  S B Smith, M Hughes,






G Howells, T T Mizen, 
                                         W May, L Beedle,  D K Edwards,

T H Beedle, I Jones, R Thomas. 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P W Jenkins, B Bolger,

P White and M Hughes.
95
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs W H C Teesdale, S B Smith and D K Edwards declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllrs P John and T H Beedle declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees of that Authority.

Cllrs W May and G Howells declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs P John and L Beedle declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.

Cllrs P John, M Hughes and S B Smith declared an interest in matters relating to Caerau Communities First as members of the Partnership.
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Cllr T H Beedle declared an interest in matters relating to Maesteg Comprehensive School and Minute No 84, being a Governor of that Body and as a Member of Llangynwyd Middle Community Council.
Cllr S B Smith declared an interest in matters relating to Noddfa and Minute No 74.

Cllr I Jones declared an interest in matters relating to Llynfi Valley 16-25 Project, Plasnewydd Primary School being a parent of children attending, and Llynfi Dance Group.

Cllrs S B Smith and T T Mizen declared an interest in matters relating to the Llynfi River Care Group being delegates.

96
POLICE MATTERS

1.  Crime Figures

PC Harwood detailed the crime figures showing a slight increase in Caerau, but slight drop in Maesteg West and East Wards on last years figures. 

Members stated that in comparison to last month figures in Caerau had increased, but Council was advised that the Force compare figures from year to year and not monthly, which gives a more accurate comparison due to seasonal criminal activity.

2.  Travellers Hotel

The Officer was asked for an update on this issue.
As this matter is still being investigated, and as two arrests have been made more information will be available following the court appearances.

3. Underage drinking – Hibernian, Llwydarth Road, Maesteg 

Members had received several complaints on the above, where youths are creating a nuisance to residents and traffic in the Llwydarth Road area.
Officers are aware of the problems from the Hibernian where youth events are being held with large numbers of youths attending parties in the function room, and have spoken to youths in the area.  The Licensing Officer has been made aware, and Officers are monitoring the situation, test purchasing will also take place.
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Cllr John also stated that he would take this matter up with Youth Services colleagues.

4.  Caerau Incident – response times & Maesteg Police Station status
It was reported that concern had been expressed that when the recent serious incident occurred in Caerau recently there were no Officers in the Valley to respond as they were taking people to Bridgend police station, due to the cells in Maesteg not meeting Health and Safety Standards.  Officers had to travel from Porthcawl to attend the incident resulting in a 20/25 minute response time.

Council were advised by the PC that under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act detained persons are required to be taken to the nearest available designated  custody suite in the Force area, which could be Bridgend but depending on availability could be Cardiff, Neath etc.  It was confirmed that the cells at the Maesteg Station are Victorian and do not meet standards required, it has never been a designated custody suite.  PC  Harwood explained that Officers could be dealing with an incident in one of the other Valleys, and incidents in Maesteg could be dealt with by Officers from other towns.  Members were also advised that where weapons are involved Officers have to risk assess the individual situation taking their personal safety into account, and can not enter a dangerous situation until back-up arrives.  
It was confirmed however that this incident was an enclosed assault, with arrests made and enquiries are on-going therefore no details are available at this time.

5.  Statistics

The Officer was asked if statistics are available differentiating between violent assaults and those involving the use of weapon, and whether Officers liaise with Health Authorities on cases. 

Members were advised that all violent crime is investigated in the same manner, and HA do share information with the Police;  however, if victims are treated at A & E and do not wish to report an incident to police, due to patient confidentiality etc this information cannot be passed for investigation.  Therefore, these figures are not included in statistics.

If incidents are recorded on CCTV, they can be reported as crimes under the National Crime Recording Standards.
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6.  Licensing 
The Officer was asked if any figures are available on Licensee’s who have had licences revoked.  
PC Harwood will speak to Officers concerned and report back at the next meeting.

7.  Maesteg Car Park
Members were pleased to note the recent report of the success achieved at Maesteg welfare park; however, youths are now gathering in the car park causing nuisance problems to residents and members of the general public feeling intimidated walking through the car park.
Officers have received reports from residents and have patrolled the area, and spoken to youths giving suggestions of where they can congregate safely.

8.  Byelaw – Drinking in Public Places
Members asked how much progress had been made on this matter, and if officers had identified ‘hot spots’.  The Council had brought this matter forward with BCBC, but it seems to have been placed on the back burner, awaiting reports from Officers.
PC Harwood would speak to PC Davies and report back.

9.  PACT Meeting

A question was raised at a Caerau Pact meeting this week, as to whether mobile phone photographs can be accepted as evidence.  
PC Harwood stated that the specific incident referred to appeared to be a ‘spoof’ photograph; however, photographed incidents can be investigated if witnesses can be produced.

97
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on

1st July 2008, together with the Minutes of the Rights of Way Sub-Committee held on the 17th June 2008, were read and accepted as an accurate record.
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING
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98
MINUTE 60.4

POLICE TELEPHONE SYSTEM

Letter received acknowledging Council’ request with regard to the above, advising that it had been passed to the relevant department for attention.

Further letter received from Acting Sector Inspector Truscott stating that the Telephone System is something that South Wales Police are working to improve.  Substantial improvements have already been made ensuring that there is the correct number of staff on duty at peak times to manage the volume of calls received.  Part of the Policing Plan for this year includes a commitment to increasing the number of Switchboard calls answered within thirty seconds.  

The 101 service, designed to take the pressure off Call handling services, recently trialled in Cardiff, has been an outstanding success, not currently available in Bridgend Borough.  This service will take calls such as anti-social behaviour, lost property reports, nuisance neighbours, abandoned vehicles, reports of graffiti or vandalism and has direct links with all six unitary authorities in the Force and will make the relevant referrals direct.

The expansion of the service has been agreed and plans are currently underway to take expansion forward.

Members of the public are in the mean time urged to report incidents in the usual way, and when reporting an emergency or crime in progress the 999 service should be utilised.

With regard to the parking and traffic related issues in Maesteg.  A copy of the correspondence has been passed to the local Neighbourhood Team.

During a discussion it was re-affirmed that Council should not be side lined in favour of the PACT as was feared when it was formed.
It was also stated that members of the public are reporting to Members that calls are certainly not answered within thirty seconds as specified in the letter.

RESOLVED:  That discussion take place in police presence.
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99 
MINUTE 73

MAESTEG GLEEMEN

MELBOURNE CHOIR CIVIC RECEPTION

During discussion on this matter, it is anticipated that approximately 150 will be present at the Reception.  Reception/Buffet likely to take place at the Harlequins due to numbers involved and the impracticality of using the Town Hall immediately prior to the Concert.

The Civic Reception and presentation will take place in the Chamber with Committees of the Choirs and Members of the Council.

Buffet costs (borne out of Part B of the Mayoral Allowance) at the Harlequins (due to numbers involved and unavailability of Town Hall who are preparing for the concert) will be £500 with the Civic presentation taking place in the Council Chamber with the Members and committees of both choirs.

During a discussion when it was agreed that further discussion be made regarding the provision of the refreshments etc upon the return of the Gleemen from their Canadian tour.  However, it was
RESOLVED:  That the stated cost of the refreshments be accepted and borne out of Part B of the Mayor’s Allowance.
100
MINUTE  77

FERRIERS ROW, MAESTEG

(REVOCATION)(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING)

TRAFFIC ORDER 2008  

Copy of the above Order and prescribed Notice in respect of the above traffic scheme.

During a discussion reference was made to difficulties turning from Ferriers Row into Castle Street due to parked cars hampering the vision splay.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the BCBC Members take this matter up with relevant Officers.
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101
MINUTE 78

ACCESS ROAD TO NEW SCHOOL

PROHIBITION OF WAITING/LOADING/UNLOADING

20 MPH SPEED LIMIT

TRAFFIC ORDER 2008

Copy of the above Order and prescribed Notice in respect of the above traffic scheme.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

102
MINUTE  84

MAESTEG COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL

PRESENTATION

The Clerk has received an idea of costings on Presentation Shields from companies dealt with this past, and a 12” x  14” Shield bearing the Councils Coat of Arms is likely to be in region of £50-60.   Due to School holidays etc, a response from the School is awaited.

During a discussion, reference was made to the Welsh Comprehensive School at Llangynwyd, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council await responses from the Schools.

103
MINUTE 86
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Letters of thanks for the donations provided in Minute 86 from


Shelter/Cymru


3rd Maesteg Scouts

SW Police – Summer Initiative – The Mayor presented the cheque to Officers who reported that the Project was still underway.  Approximately four Maesteg youths are involved who will be monitored/assessed for improved behaviour during and following completion of the Scheme.


RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
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104
MINUTE 91
LLYNFI VALLEY CHILDRENS AWARD

In order to make progress in this matter, Llangynwyd Community has been asked for their continued commitment to launch this project in partnership with the Town Council.  An answer is awaited.

Cllr Mizen reported that Funeralcare Bridgend have re-affirmed their offer to print the booklets (300 initially) for the above Award.
Cllr John advised that some financial support may be available through ‘Focus Schools’ through the provision of a co-ordinator, and will provide more contact information to the  Clerk.

RESOLVED:  That the Council await developments with a view to an Autumn launch.

105
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL 

DURING THE MONTH OF JULY AND AUGUST 2008

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of July and August 2008 amounting to £32,102.98 and £15,600.34 respectively;  copies of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE
106
MEMBER RESIGNATION

MAESTEG WEST WARD

Letter received on 18th August 2008 from M Plant regretfully resigning his position as Member of the Town Council representing the West Ward, which it has been an honour and privilege to serve.  Mr Plant thanks the Council Members and staff for the welcome and support shown during his short term of office. 

Action: the resignation is effective from date of receipt by the Clerk, and BCBC Electoral Services Section has been notified, 
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with the relevant Notices as required under the LGA provided by them.  

Notices have been posted in the Ward from the 21st August 2008, declaring the Vacancy.

The public have until the 11th September to request an election to fill the vacancy.

If an election is not requested by the due date, the Town Council can then co-opt as soon as practicable. 

A letter has been sent to Mr Plant wishing him well for the future.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed and await developments.

107
MAESTEG GLEEMAN 

CANADIAN TOUR

COAT OF ARMS PLAQUES

The Gleemen are touring Canada in September 2008 and approached the Council requesting three plaques bearing the Council’s Coat of Arms to present to :

· Burlington Welsh Male Chorus in Ontario

· Ottawa Welsh Society

· Montreal Welsh Male Voice Choir

This request was allowed by Members of the Recess Committee.  Plaques were given for this purpose, together with letters with good wishes on behalf of the residents of Maesteg. 

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

108
MAESTEG TOWN HALL

· Building survey report received from the Manager of the above, regarding the condition of the Town Hall building showing areas of concern and in disrepair, which is available for inspection.

· Also letter received from the Town Hall Technical Manager advising that the stage is becoming a risk hazard, and with repair costs in excess of £25,000 – one quarter of the annual budget.  This situation will effect forthcoming events even 
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creating the need to cancel bookings, which will ultimately result in closure of the hall something that the Board, staff and public will not want.   As a limited company, the Town Hall is unable to raise additional funding to meet this repair, any assistance would be appreciated and acknowledged wherever possible.

· Further letter received from the Town Hall Manager clarifying aspects of the above letter.   The issues affecting the stage were a health and safety issue, which have been addressed by purchasing a scaffolding tower to meet safety for working at height regulations.  Two years ago three stage winches, which raised and lowered the lighting bars were condemned by the Company, and quotes for replacements sought.  The Company appointed to undertake the work underestimated the requirements, resulting in an ineffective system being installed.  

The sum of £25,000 is not the sum required to address this problem, it is the amount required to completely upgrade the stage with modern equipment.  The sum to rectify the bars is approximately £7500.  The Board of Directors is aware that the Town Council are unable to commit any financial assistance and the original letter should have included a statement that informed the Council of the situation as a body who provides grant aid to the Town Hall.
During a discussion reference was made to the conflicting information provided by Town Hall Staff.  Members were advised that the Chair of the Board had been aware of the original letter being sent, which aroused suspicion/concern upon the management of the Hall.   It was stated that the Town Hall receives large amounts of public money (both from BCBC, as owners of the building, and the Town Council) which it relies upon for survival and must be accountable.  It was stated that the Board must be made to understand the protocol required.  

The Council’s delegates were asked for a report which was circulated, together with a copy of the Minutes of the Town Hall’s July meeting.  

It was stressed that delegates on any Committee/Group etc, must produce a written report for circulation and minuting.
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A copy of a survey together with photographs of areas of concern in the Hall is available for Members information.  

It was also stressed that the health and safety issues raised, are for staff members working at height and not the general public or organisations using the stage area.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

109
MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

WEBSITE

The Council’s Website requires updating.  

Mr J Williams (JDK Services) who designed and maintains the website has provided costings to continue this work, at the rate of £10.00 per visit.   Independent advice had been received indicating that this rate is minimal, and if taken elsewhere the website may require redesigning completely requiring substantial additional funding by the Council.

Following a discussion it was

RESOLVED:  That

· the above costings be accepted 
· that JDK Services continue to maintain the Website
· A small Sub Committee consisting of Cllrs T H Beedle,
R Thomas and G Howells meet with the company to discuss the Website.

110
MAESTEG BUS STATION

Letter received from Cllr P W Jenkins regarding the deplorable condition of the bus station which requires immediate attention to remedy the situation.  It is suggested that an all parties (Town Council, BCBC and Bus Companies) meeting be held to initiate a mini refurbishment of the waiting area when ideas and costings can 
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be discussed.  The situation at the bus station cannot be allowed to wait for years, the public deserve better.

The work needs to be undertaken now before the winter, to avoid further public discomfort in dirty, smelly totally miserable surroundings. The Council are asked to support this request.

It was reported that discussions on the Bus Station are on-going between BCBC Members and Officers on future management of the area, which at present is non-existent, it was accordingly
RESOLVED:  That Council await a report from BCBC Members at the next Council meeting. 

111
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

Letter received from Cllr W May asking that the Council appoint a Committee to meet with BCBC to agree if possible the cost, construction and site of the proposed new toilets for the Maesteg Town Centre.

Reference was once again made to the £75,000 promised by BCBC from this year’s budget to provide a toilet in Maesteg.  Discussions are taking place between BCBC Members and Officers on this issue; however, to make progress on this matter, it was

RESOLVED:  That a sub-committee consisting of Cllrs W May,
P John and T T Mizen be established in order that Council is ready to meet with BCBC as soon as required by that Authority.

112
BCBC TIDY TOWNS INITIATIVE

Council are advised that BCBC have been successful in obtaining grant funding from the WAG for improvements to local environmental quality as part of this three year Initiative.  Tidy Towns is intended to support the people and communities of Wales to take responsibility for their local environment.  Funds may be used to undertake discretionary cleansing or tidying up of land blighted by litter, fly tipping, graffiti or overgrowth that negatively 
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affects the local environment, together with associated improvement works such as fencing repairs or repainting.
The Council is committed to engaging a wide range of stakeholders in the process of selecting improvement projects, and require suggestions within the area which might warrant attention under the Initiative, to a maximum of four sites prioritised appropriately.
RESOLVED:  That a representative be invited to a future meeting of the Council to discuss the Initiative.

113
MAESTEG CENOTAPH

Following a recent repair to the chain around the above, BCBC Regeneration Unit has advised that any future works of damage and general maintenance will be the responsibility of the Town Council, albeit that BCBC could arrange cost estimates and organise works with recharge, if required.
If repairs are required due to defect repair in respect of the enhancement works at the monument, these will be undertaken by BCBC with its contractor under the terms of the works contract until end of January 2009.
Council is asked to advise BCBC of the desired method of completing repair for damage, or does the Council have its own arrangements for the execution of repairs.

As the cenotaph is owned by the Council, it was

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

114
TRAFFIC ORDERS

CHURCH STREET, MAESTEG 
Letter from Mr C T Carter of 1 & 2 Church Street, Maesteg requesting the Council’s support to his request to lift parking restrictions and allow a ‘Loading Bay’ outside his shop to allow deliveries between 8am.-12pm. where drivers are currently threatened with parking tickets.  Mr Carter feels that this would 
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benefit other businesses in the locality.  He has approached the MP and the BBCBC Highways Department with no success to date.

Members feel that the access to the bus station and new taxi rank must not be hampered in any way and confirmed that this matter falls under the jurisdiction of BCBC. 

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

115
PUBLIC AMENITIES

PARKS, PLAYING FIELDS & OPEN SPACES

Long letter received from Wellbeing Directorate of BCBC regarding the above, following the Council’s request to discuss this matter at the BCBC Town & Community Council Forum.  Council are advised that it has been concluded that a report as requested is not the most appropriate and effective way of raising and responding to the matters, as there is a fundamental issue relating to the availability of funding, hence the individual reply.  (Copy provided to Members).

It was stated that it was unlikely that any of the Valley parks achieve Green Flag status, it was

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
116
COUNCIL CHAMBER

‘YELLOW’

An application has been received from Yellow Wales (Hafod Housing)  which is a charity based in Maesteg offering accommodation with support linked to training and work opportunities for local young homeless people.  The Council are asked to consider allowing the use of the Council Chamber for Yellow AGM on 13th November 2008 at 3.30pm-5.30pm.  Local dignitaries and community members will be invited, in order to meet the Board and some of the young people involved with community stakeholders.

RESOLVED:  That the use of the Chamber for the above Meeting be allowed at the usual hire fee.
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117
SEWTA

A copy of the SEWTA Draft Regional Transport Plan consultation document (on CD) received.

Comments invited by 30th September 2008.

During a discussion on this matter reference was made to the upgrading of the track between Garth and Tondu to allow a higher speed limit, and to the loop in Tondu which is delaying a more frequent service.  It was stated that the plan to introduce a half hourly train service by 2001 should be brought forward, to make the service more convenient for travellers.  
RESOLVED:  That SEWTA apply pressure to implement a half hourly train service before 2011.

118
SOUTH WALES VALUATION TRIBUNAL

The above is one of the four independent statutory bodies in Wales, established to determine appeals from disputes primarily concerning Non-Domestic Rates and Council Tax.   Members of the Tribunal sit at hearing and appeals against rateable value and council tax banding, but has no jurisdiction on benefit entitlement.  Membership is appointed locally by joint panels made up of representatives of the Local Authority and the Valuation Tribunal.  

The Panel for BCBC area is seeking applications from individuals who would like to be considered for lay membership, securing a cross section of members reflect the general population.  Contact details are available with the Clerk.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

119
UNDERSTANDING THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FOR WALES

Details of two one day courses, 26th & 27th November 2008, on the above have been received.  Charges are applicable.
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RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

120
SUSTAINABLE WALES

PLASTIC BAG FREE BRIDGEND COUNTY CAMPAIGN.

The Council are asked to support the above environmental initiative, funded by the WAG to tackle problems associated with the wide scale use of disposable plastic carrier bags which produce visual litter and threaten many types of marine wildlife and permanently alter and damage the environment.  To try to achieve the objective, advice can be offered to traders, raise awareness amongst the public and make presentation on the negative effect of plastic bags.  Porthcawl Chamber of Trade is backing the initiative, and a meeting with Porthcawl Town Council is imminent.

The Council are asked if it would like to receive a 15 minute presentation to provide a clearer picture of the aims and objectives of the Group.

RESOLVED:  That a representative be invited to a future meeting of the Council.

121
ONE VOICE WALES

1.  MEMBERSHIP 2008/9

Letter received from the Chief Executive of the above Association reminding Council that annual membership subscription is now due, giving details of recent developments within OVW:

· Development of the national training programme for councillors

· Representation on Councillors Commission Expert Panel for Wales

· Representation on Local Service Board Stakeholder Group

· Facilitating meetings for councils to question post office closure programme

· Applying pressure to implement Aberystwyth Study recommendations
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· Working with Wales Audit Office, to provide a version of the Practitioners Guide specific to Wales.

· Increasing profile and function so Area Committees

· Continuing to respond to member queries.

2.  ‘THE VOICE’

Complimentary copy of the January 2008 issue of the above publication received and is available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
3.  NATIONAL TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR COMMUNITY/TOWN COUNCILS

Details of the above Programme received currently covering the following modules:

· The Council

· The Councillor

· The Council as an employer

· Understanding the Law

· Council Meetings

· Understanding Local Government Finance 

Council is invited to participate in the Programme, each module deliver in a two and half hour session at convenient venues to avoid excessive travel, cost for Maesteg Council as non-members is £35.  Places will be limited to about 20 participants.

During a discussion it was stated that Members may benefit from training in certain areas, particularly understanding Local Government Finance.  Reference was made to the fact that the Council has never joined this Association;  however the sessions were open to non-member councils.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk obtain more information on the exact costings involved.

122
BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUNICL

PROPERTY & LAND REVIEW – MAESTEG  

Members are advised by BCBC that the Council’s Asset Management Plan includes a requirement for a formal review of its 
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land and property.  The purpose of this is to critically examine the rationale for holding property and how its performance might be enhanced to improve service delivery.   The review aims to optimise utilisation of land and property, identify the potential for the generation of capital receipts, reduce property running costs, identify opportunities for improve service delivery and identify potential for joint use of premises between Directorates and External Bodies.  Comments are invited.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

123
MP STEERING GROUP

Letter received from the MP stating that the Llynfi Valley has a rich and diverse history of cultural activities, with numerous shows, concerts and community events.   The Group feel that it may be opportune to set up an umbrella organisation to promote and publicise the community, as individual groups are acting independently and unaware of what else is going on in the Valley.

A meeting to this end is being called in the Autumn, to explore the feasibility of setting up an ‘over-arching group’ to take this idea forward.  Council are asked to express an interest in attending this meeting.

RESOLVED:  That the Council’s delegate on the Steering Group, Cllr Mrs L Beedle, attend a meeting to discuss the above.
124
BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Letter received giving notice of the next meeting of the above to held on 8th September at Civic Offices, Bridgend.  Item for consideration for placing on the Agenda at that meeting were to be submitted by 18th August 2008.   As there are currently no matters outstanding from Council, and following consultation with Members of the Recess Committee no items were submitted on this occasion.
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RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

125
BCBC

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 2000

APPOINTMENT OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Letter received from the Legal and Regulatory Section BCBC requesting a nomination for a member for consideration for appointment to the above by 28th July 2008.   Following consultation with the Mayor, Cllr W May was nominated.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

126 
BCBC

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF COMMERCIAL STREET, MAESTEG

Copy of Public Notice received in respect of the above, which is necessary to complete essential maintenance to traffic calming (road humps).

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

127
BCBC

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF FOOTPATH 3A, MAESTEG  

Copy of Public Notice received in respect of the above, which is necessary in the interest of public safety during construction works relating to the Caerau School development south of Pleasant View, Maesteg.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.
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128
COMPLAINT COPY LETTERS RECEIVED

MAESTEG ISSUES

Copy letters received from a resident of Maesteg which have been sent to the BCBC, MP, Gazette, Local Police on the following issues:

· TOWN CENTRE PUBLIC ORDER

particularly regarding the youths gathering at the post office area kicking a football across the highway.  This matter has been previously reported to Officers and the culprits spoken to, however this dangerous practice continues.  Council and police are asked to take action before a tragedy happens.

· MAESTEG BUS STATION

Weeds, floral arrangements, cleansing, upgrading etc. the above.  Copy of response from Parks Section available for inspection.

· SUSTAINABILITY OF LOCAL COMMUNITIES

Suggesting ways that the Government investigate initiatives to sustain local community facilities eg. shops, public houses etc.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

129
MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

WORLDS BIGGEST COFFEE MORNING

Notice of the above received – Friday 26th September 2008 Council are asked to support the event.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

130
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

14th AUGUST 2008

Notice of the above received, all relevant papers are available for inspection.
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RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

131
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

2ND SEPTEMBER 2008

Notice of the above received, all relevant papers are available for inspection.

Summer issue of the newsletter produced by CHC also received for information.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

132
NEATH & PORT TALBOT LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Council are advised that the above is being prepared, covering Retail, Waste Management, The Economy, Renewables, Mineral, Transport, Environment & Housing.  Council are asked to comment, and attend Stakeholder meetings (October/November).

RESOLVED:  That Cllr May inspect the Document and make observations on behalf of the Council should any details affect areas on the boundary with Neath & Port Talbot.

133
RNIB  CYMRU

The above Organisation provides training to individuals and organisations across Wales, in the use of accessible technology for those with visually impairment.  Details are provided.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.
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134
‘BRIDGENDERS’

Copy of the July issue of the above newsletter received and is available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

135
BRIDGEND COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

Copy of the Annual Report of the CHC received and is available for inspection, together with details of next meeting to be held on 2nd September 2008 at the Innovation Centre Bridgend.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

136
PLAY FOR WALES

Copy of the Summer issue of the above received and is available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

137    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Letter received from the Community Fundraising Manager  of the above which is one of the largest UK cancer care charities with over 150 domiciliary nurses in Wales.   Fourteen of the nurses operate in the Bridgend County area providing high quality care for terminally ill patients and their families.  Costs of nursing provision costs £20 per hour, Balance sheet and leaflets on the work etc are available for information.  

-81-
Following a discussion when reference was made to the excellent work undertaken by the Charity, and the local people who do benefit from it, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to Maesteg Curie Cancer Care under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2.  WALES AIR AMBULANCE

Letter received from the Chief Executive of the above advising that the Charity has to upgrade its helicopters by 2009 due to civil aviation authority legislation, and therefore has to generate funds of £4million a year to continue to operate.  All funds are generated through donations and in-house activities, with no government or lottery funding available.    To date 9000 patients have been airlifted to hospital saving countless lives in the process, and this tremendous work could not have been achieved with community support.  The Council are asked to consider making a donation.

Following a discussion when reference was made to the excellent work undertaken by the Service, and the local people who do and have benefited from it, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to Wales Air Ambulance under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

3.  LLYNFI VALLEY SELF HELP GROUP

Letter received from the above organisation which aims to provide personal help and support, and door to door transport to take members to Sandville Court, which is a place of excellence offering a variety of therapies for the members would have survived serious illnesses in the Maesteg area.  The Group is self funded, and is trying to promote a help line for local people depressed, stressed and trying to cope.  Due to rising transport costs it is becoming increasingly difficult to take members to Sandville and on day trips etc.  Details on type of support offered by Sandville is provided, together with transport costings.
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During a discussion reference was made to the local people who are transported to Sandville by the Group, and Members are fully aware of the support provided at Sandville, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to Llynfi Valley Self Help Group under Section 137 of the Local Government Act(as amended).

4.  MAESTEG ROUND TABLE

Letter received from the Secretary of the above who once again organising the Christmas Parade.  Last year’s fireworks display at the end of the switch-on ceremony was extremely well received; however the Round Table are unable to fund is again this year.  The Council are asked to consider providing sponsorship for this Display which is likely to cost £1000.

Reference was made to the excellent display provided to the public at the end of the Christmas lighting switch-on ceremony which proved to be a spectacular finale.  Appreciation was also expressed for the Round Table’s contribution, it was
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £1000 to Maesteg Round Table under Section 137 of the Local Government Act(as amended).

5. MAESTEG SHOTOKAN KARATE CLUB

Letter received from the above asking the Council to make a donation to the Club, which is part of the Welsh Karate Union and Sports Council for Wales, and affiliated to the Welsh Karate Governing Body.

The Club, which meets every Friday at the Sports Centre, endeavours to provide out of school hours activities and interest for  children, and take part in competitions etc.  As a result of new rules and regulations additional safety equipment is required to safeguard the 49 children from Maesteg area who attend.    Balance sheet provided.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to Maesteg Shotokan Karate Club under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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138
WAG LOCAL AUTHORITIES

CODE OF CONDUCT WALES ORDER 2008

Members had been circulated with a copy of the Model Code as amended, detailed in Minute 87 – July 2008.
The Clerk gave a report following staff attendance at the training session supplied by the Monitoring Officer at BCBC Civic Offices, on the implications of the new Code.

Mr Jolley had itemised the details of the Code of Conduct (as per copy attached) which Members must be fully comply with, stressing that Members must be aware that:

· The public’s perception of Members behaviour is important.
· ‘Meeting’ includes Members having an informal conversation, with  other Members or Officers.

· Code applies in Members private life, as well as in official capacity.

· Standards of behaviour, set by WAG and the Ombudsman are quite high.

· It is the individual Members responsibility to declare any interest, whether personal or prejudicial.  This must be done in accordance with Paragraph 12.
· Members have an obligation to provide written Declarations of interest.  Forms must be completed by the Member at each Meeting, (not by staff) and include the existence of and nature of the interest and signed by the Member. This is additional to the requirement to include Interests in the Council’s Register of Interest (Paragraph 8).

At the session it was felt that Town/Community Council Members may benefit from attending a training course with the Monitoring Officer.

Members were circulated with individual files containing copies of registration forms which will be provided for Members’ attention at each meeting, in order that each Councillor can comply with the above. 
Members were reminded of the requirement to publish a notice stating that the code has been adopted, and its availability for 
-84-
public inspection. A copy also needs to be sent to the Public Services Ombudsman.

Members were also circulated with a form for signing, undertaking to observe the new Code of Conduct, which each Member present signed and that signature witnessed by the Clerk.  

RESOLVED:  
· That the Council adopt the new Code of Conduct (as amended).

· That the above information be noted.
· That a Notice be published in the Gazette.
· That a copy of the Adopted Code be sent to the Ombudsman.
· That a letter be sent to the Monitoring Officer, registering the Council’s interest in receiving a training session.
· That each Member sign the declaration agreeing to observe the new Code of Conduct, as adopted, within 2 months of this meeting in  order to avoid automatic disqualification.

139
WAG CONSULTATION DOCUMENT

REVIEW OF ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS

Members had been circulated with a copy of the above document as agreed in Minute 85 – July 2008.  During a discussion it was stated that members of the public had been confused at the last election in the BCBC Caerau Ward, as Nantyffyllon residents did not realise that they were included with the Ward.  These Wards are separate for Town Council purposes, adding to the confusion.

It was
RESOLVED:  That the following be submitted as an observation:

That WAG consider renaming the Ward to include the two village names, making it clearer for the electorate.

140    CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 2008

RESOLVED:  That the Council discuss this matter in Committee after the business of the meeting.
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141    ANNUAL RETURN

YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2008

RESOLVED:  That the Council discuss this matter in Committee after the business of the meeting.

142    QUARTERLY ACCOUNT REPORT

YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2009

RESOLVED:  That the Council discuss this matter in Committee after the business of the meeting.

143
DELEGATES REPORTS
1.  Maesteg Town Hall Management Committee
A written report was circulated to Members, together with the Minutes of the July meeting made available.
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

144
OUTSIDE NOTICE BOARD

The Clerk reported that a replacement notice board outside the Council Offices is required.  Details have been gathered of several suppliers.  It was
RESOLVED:  That plenary powers be granted to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to consider this matter.

145
MAESTEG VOICE FOR THE FUTURE
Letter produced from the above (VOF Vibes) introducing the new group, made up of young people who meet at the Maesteg Comprehensive School to discuss many things about the 
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community.  A survey has been conducted about the need to have a youth centre in Maesteg, based in the new School between 4-6pm.  
The Council are asked if it is possible for group representatives to attend a future meeting with Members to discuss relevant issues.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk liaise with the Group to agree a suitable date and time.
146
ROAD MARKINGS
NEATH ROAD/HEOL TY GWYN JUNCTION

It was reported that road markings had not been re-instated at the above junction following resurfacing works.

RESOLVED:  That the matter be relayed to BCBC for its attention.

147
ZEBRA CROSSING
COMMERCIAL STREET, MAESTEG
It was reported that road marking had not been reinstated at the above junction following resurfacing works.   The Clerk advised that this matter had already been referred to BCBC following complaints received, and had been advised that the crossing would be re-instated as soon as possible as part of the works being undertaken in Commercial Street.

RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.

148
WASTE DISPOSAL

BLACK BAG COLLECTION
It was reported that an upon return from holiday recently an elderly resident, whose refuse bags had previously been thrown into an unadopted lane by a third party, had received a fine from BCBC for flytipping causing distress. It was felt that discretion should be shown in certain cases.
As this is a BCBC issue and policy, it was
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RESOLVED:   That the matter be noted. 
THE COUNCIL THEN RESOLVED TO GO INTO COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

149
CHRISTMAS LIGHTING SCHEME 2008

The Clerk advised that six companies had been approached requesting tenders for the 2008 Christmas Light Display, providing details of the Council’s schedule of works together with Regulation requirements by BCBC as Highway Authority for the installation of lighting over the highway. Two had responded unable to provide a tender due to timescales and existing commitments, three had not responded.  Only one received submitted a tender based on costings supplied in 2007, totalling £29791.43 + vat including supply and installation of the main Christmas tree.
As this was the only tender received, and the total for 2007 applies, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council accept the quote as stated.

The Clerk advised that the successful Company was Centregreat, who have provided an excellent service in previous years, and have a great understanding/knowledge of the service required in Maesteg.

150     ANNUAL FINANCIAL RETURN 2007/2008

The Clerk confirmed that as reported in the May 2008 meeting (Minute No 465)  the Council has received the Notice of 2007/8 audit from Mazars LLP.  Annual return to be submitted by 30th September 2008.  
Members noted, that as agreed, the internal audit has been carried out by Mark Evans, Ridgewood Associates, details of the findings are:
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· Accounts and supporting papers are of high standard.

· Prior years review points have been fully discussed and actioned.

· Areas covered by internal audit all found to be satisfactory.

· Risk Assessment reviews on financial and operational     objectives found to be satisfactorily managed by the Council; and the relevant policies reviewed and adopted by full Council on 13th May 2008 (Minute 465).
· Explanations of fluctuations in income & expenditure report to be submitted with the Annual return; these being primarily for grant and capital expenditure – as in previous years completed.

Arrangements have been made to advertise the accounts, display public notices, and make all papers relating to accounts available for public  inspection within stipulated time period in accordance with the Audit Regulations, prior to submission to Mazars by due date.

          Invoice received from Ridgewood Associates for the internal audit    

          work undertaken in the sum of £275.

The Statement of Accounts, completed Annual Return and the Annual Governance Statement were made available to Members of 

          the Council.

RESOLVED:

(i)  That the Audit Report and information be noted, and that the invoice be paid.

(ii)   That the Mayor and Financial Officer sign the Annual Return, Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement for submission to the Wales Audit’ representatives, Mazars, by the due date.
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151    ACCOUNT REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED

30TH JUNE 2008 – FIRST QUARTER OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009


Members were circulated with the Account Report for the first quarter of the Financial Year 2008/2009 ended 30th June 2008, giving details of the following:

1. Receipts & Payments to 30th June 2008.

2. Bank Reconciliation to 30th June 2008.

3. Statement of:

Council’s estimated balance at 30th June 2008

Funds allocated to projects (held in reserve)

Monies raised and not yet earmarked (held in reserve)

All relevant documents relating to the accounts were available to 

Members for cross reference.
The Clerk confirmed that risk assessments and verifications on accounting procedures and practices had been undertaken during the quarter and that the appropriate controls were in place and adhered to.

Several questions were raised regarding accounting issues, which were satisfactorily answered by the Clerk, which included an analysis on payments made to date to PSW Building Contractors and Ferrier Hart Thomas, Chartered Building Surveyors, in regard to the internal alterations to the Council Offices.

The Clerk reminded Members that at present the information received is confidential, as the public inspection period specified by District Audit has not yet commenced; also that personal details which may be included are covered by the Data Protection Act.

RESOLVED: That the Account Report for the period to 30th June 2008 be accepted and approved.
THE COMMITTEE THEN WENT BACK INTO COUNCIL TO CONFIRM THE FOLLOWING:
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152    MINUTES

149   CHRISTMAS LIGHTING SCHEME 2008           

150   ANNUAL FINANCIAL RETURN 2007/2008

151   ACCOUNT REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED

          30TH JUNE 2008 – FIRST QUARTER OF THE    

          FINANCIAL YEAR 2008/2009


RESOLVED:  That the above Minutes be confirmed, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

153 
PLANS
The following planning proposals have been considered by the Recess committee:

Ref:



P/08/656/FUL





Applicant:


Punch Taverns Ltd, Staffs.

Development:

Replace side window with door from 
trading area, canopy to side, new access steps and decking to beer garden

Location:


Royal Oak, Bethania Street, Maesteg.

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/618/FUL

Applicant:


Ms P Gordon





79 Picton Street, Nantyffyllon

Development:
Two/three bedroom self contained dwelling with private garden & parking

Location:


Land rear of 79 Picton Street, 
Nantyffyllon

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/611/FUL

Applicant:


Mrs C Rees





9 Exchange Street, Maesteg

Development:

Two storey/single storey addition to rear 
elevation

Location:


9 Exchange Street, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT
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Ref:



P/08/638/FUL

Applicant:


Budelpack Cosi Ltd

Development:

Erection of 10 metre high effluent tank

Location:


Budelpack, Ewenny Road, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



T/08/32/CON


Applicant:


St Michael’s Church





Brynmawr Place, Maesteg

Development:

Remove dead/dangerous branches crown 
reduce/balance, crown raise dangerous  branches on several trees

Location:


St Michael’s Church, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/635/FUL

Applicant:


L Wickwar





7 Heol Elfed, Maesteg

Development:

Single storey ext. to provide bedroom 
with en-suite

Location:


7 Heol Elfed, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/615/FUL

Applicant:


J D Wetherspoon






Watford

Development:

Change of use from A1 to retail to A3 




restaurant/pub.

Location:


The New Theatre, 7 Commercial Street, 
Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/707/FUL


Applicant:


C & W Thomas 





302  Bridgend Road, Maesteg

Development:

Drop kerb to gain access to parking area

Location:


302 Bridgend Road, Maesteg  

Observation:  SUPPORT

-92-

Ref:



P/08/688/FUL

Applicant:


R Jones





53 Heol Ty Gwyn, Nantyffyllon

Development:

Vehicluar Access,  Hardstanding and 
changes to perimeter wall

Location:


53 Heol Ty Gwyn, Nantyffyllon.

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/675/FUL

Applicant:


J Arkless 





46 Heol Ty With Bungalows, 
Nantyffyllon

Development:

Detached garage

Location:
land adj to 3 Barnardo Street, Nantyffyllon.

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/684/OUT

Applicant:


T Hughes





4 Brynmawr Place, Maesteg

Development:

Two detached dwellings

Location:


Land adj 25 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg  

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/696/FUL

Applicant:


Pheonix Motor Factors Ltd





3b Picton Street, Nantyffyllon.

Development:

Two storey extension to rear elevation

Location:


3b Picton Street, Nantyffyllon.

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/758/FUL



Applicant:


Mr & Mrs D Vincent





18B Yr Ysfa, Maesteg

Development:

New Pool with wet room, changing room 
and plant room

Location:


18B Yr Ysfa, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT
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Ref:



P/08/731/FUL

Applicant:


Mr & Mrs Jury





51 Yr Ysfa, Maesteg

Development:

Roof extension

Location:


51 Yr Ysfa, Maesteg

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/746/FUL

Applicant:


M Howells





5 Garnwen Road, Nantyffyllon

Development:

Detached Garage

Location:
Land Rear of 32 Garnwen Terrace, Nantyffyllon

Observation:  SUPPORT

Ref:



P/08/747/FUL





Applicant:


L Joshjua 





Ty Ynys, 2 Ynys y Gored, Port Talbot

Development:

Change of Use from A1 to A3

Location:


125 Commercial Street, Maesteg   

Observation:  OBJECT – Over intensification of A3 properties in this section of Commercial Street, which should be retained for commercial/retail purposes. 

The above observations were submitted to BCBC by due date on the above proposals.

RESOLVED:  That the above action be confirmed.

The following plans were considered, list had been circulated to Members.

Ref:



P/08/771/FUL



Applicant:


V Evans





29 Picton Street, Maesteg


Development:

Garage to replace existing

Location:


29 Picton Street, Nantyffyllon.
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Ref:



P/08/793/FUL





Applicant:


C Pritchard





36 Crown Rise, Maesteg

Development:

Detached store/shed to rear garden

Location:


36 Crown Rise, Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/796/FUL





Applicant:


Mr & Mrs Lloyd





50 Heol Ty Gwyn, Maesteg

Development:

1st floor bedroom ext. over existing 
ground floor kitchen and study and dormer extension

Location:


50 Heol Ty Gwyn, Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/785/FUL




Applicant:


R Mcnamara





33 Barnardo Street, Nantyffyllon

Development:

Detached Garage to rear

Location:


33 Barnardo Street, Nantyffyllon.

Ref:



P/08/787/FUL

Applicant:


O David





26 Station Terrace, Nantyffyllon

Development:

Two storey rear extension & bay window 
to from (1st floor)

Location:


26 Station Terrace, Nantyffyllon.

Ref:



P/08/816/FUL

Applicant:


Mrs Ready





74 Turberville Street, Maesteg

Development:

Proposed ground floor extension to 
domestic property

Location:


74 Turberville Street, Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/808/FUL



Applicant:


Tesco Stores Ltd.





Windsor Place, Cardiff

Development:
Install micro-turbine unit to provide a sustainable method of powering the store

Location:


Tesco Store, Castle Street, Maesteg

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above proposals.
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Ref:



P/08/791/OUT





Applicant:


The Rep Body of Church in Wales





Cathedral Road, Cardiff

Development:

Outline permission for residential 
development

Location:


St Mary’s Church Hall, Mission Road,
Maesteg.

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above proposal providing adequate off road parking facility is allocated within the site.
Members were advised that Planning Ref P/08/498/FUL – installation of postman’s box on land adj 26 Nantyffyllon Terrace, Nantyffyllon had been withdrawn.
RESOLVED:  That the above information be noted.

154
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details (as below) of decisions taken by BCBC on planning applications received to date available for inspection by Members:

SUPPORT:  

· Land adj 3 Crown Row, Maesteg 
I dwelling

· 138 Heol Ty Gwyn, Maesteg  

Single Storey Ext.
· Land at garage workshop


Demolish existing   

garage & develop
· Llwydarth Rd, Maesteg       

Site for one dwelling

· 25 Lon y Parc, Caerau


Improvement and 







refurbishment of 

flying start centre with external & drainage work

· Maesteg General Hospital

Conservatory to south 







west elevation

· Brynrhug Farm, Maesteg 

Prior notification for 
Barn for equipment store

· 50 Neath Road, Maesteg 


Renew Front door
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· 41 Victoria Street, Caerau

Retrospective 







application for

decking area

· 2A Talbot Street, Maesteg  

Convert derelict flats 
to 2 x 2 bedroom flats replace windows and doors.

· Peniel Church, Station St. Maesteg
Mezzanine floor & 







escape door to side
· 9 Exchange Street

                   
2 storey rear extension

· 33 Heol Tywith



change of use of land 
formerly used Bus shelter into garden

· Land adj 1 Lewis Rd.


Postman’s box

· 17 Pondmawr



Dormer extension 
front & rear

· 2 Talbot Street



Non illuminated sign

· 164 Bridgend Road


2 storey rear extension

REFUSALS:

· 9 Magazine Street, Caerau
Conversion of 
dwelling into two flats

Reason:  Narrow rear lane leading to the site is not suitable to 
serve as principle means of pedestrian and vehicular access for the 
proposed ground floor flat. 

· 3 Bethania Street, Maesteg 
Conversion of property into 
2 x 2 bedroom flats, 3 storey extension

Reason:  By virtue of scale & design would be an unneighbourly 
form of development that would create a miserable outlook from 
an adjacent habitable window in the adjoining property thereby 
resulting in a significant loss of residential amenity.

· Llwydarth Farm, Maesteg  
Conversion & extension of  
barn into 3 bedroom dwelling
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Reason:  The conversion of the barn to residential use could not 

be achieved without significant alteration and extension.  It would 
therefore be tantamount to providing a new dwelling in the 
countryside for which sufficient, specific and special 

justification has not been demonstrated and as such would be
detrimental to rural amenity.

RESOLVED:  That the above information be noted.

155
PLANNING APPEALS
The Clerk advised that appeals against BCBC decisions had been lodged with the WAG regarding the following application which had been refused:

P/08/360/OUT
Residential development (4 dwellings)




Land  at Duffryn Llynfi Farm.

P/08/40/FUL
Proposed detached dwelling




Land rear 32-34 St Michael’s Road


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council 
held on 7th October 2008   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ………………………

Mayor
