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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

RIGHTS OF WAY SUB COMMITTEE

Report of a Meeting of the Rights of Way Sub Committee held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Thursday 25th September 2008.  

PRESENT:  

COUNCILLORS:

S B Smith (In the Chair)






W May, P W Jenkins, I Jones
Together with Mr R Meredith.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P John and R Thomas.

157 
FOOTPATH 32
The Clerk reported that a copy e-mail from the BCBC Rights of Way Officer to a member of the Maesteg Ramblers had been received in the Office.  

Following enquiries being made with BCBC the information therein regarding the proposed diversion on the above Footpath, had since been confirmed by the Officer, stating that the landowner was under the impression that the proposed diversion had been ‘agreed by someone from Maesteg Town Council’.  This is the information that is the reason given why the landowner was preventing use of this footpath.  It was stressed that whilst Maesteg Town Council had supported the diversion application in principle, the landowner was made fully aware that the proposed diversion was a matter for BCBC.
Mr Meredith has regretfully submitted his resignation as a co-opted member due to the revelations in the e-mail, as what he sees is as his inability to continue working with the Committee.
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A long letter has now been received by Mr Meredith from the BCBC Rights of Way Officers stating that the landowner does not now wish to pursue the diversion, but provide a permissive path.
It was stressed that a permissive path must be labelled at both ends as a ‘Permissive Path’ and all responsibilities lie with the landowner; however the existing right of way must be kept open for the public.

Following a long discussion it was decided to Recommend to Council that this matter be referred to the Public Services Ombudsman for full investigation of the accusation against Maesteg Town Council.   
In view the service provided by Mr Meredith over the years, he was persuaded to delay his resignation, but simply withdraw from the Committee until the investigation was complete.
Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council 
held on 7th October 2008   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ………………………

Mayor
