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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

RIGHTS OF WAY SUB COMMITTEE

Report of a meeting of the Council’s Rights of Way Sub-Committee held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 17th June 2008.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLOR: 

S B Smith (In the Chair)





W May, T T Mizen, I Jones, R L Thomas
Co-opted Members
R Meredith




W N Perry (Maesteg Ramblers)


G Allen (Countryside Secretary – 
                       Glamorgan Ramblers)

S Luke (Maesteg Ramblers)

Cllr K S Hunt (BCBC)

A Thomas - Council’s maintenance contractor

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P John and Mr B Evans.

48
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
     
Cllrs S B Smith and K S Hunt declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC being a Member of that Authority.
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CORRESPONDENCE
49
Consultation on Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan
           for Bridgend    
Correspondence received from Rights of Way Officer, BCBC, on the above dated 6th May 2008.

In accordance with the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 Bridgend County Borough Council has prepared a draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan which identified the current issues affecting the use, management and maintenance of the local rights of way network and the actions the Council proposes to undertake both on its own and in partnership with others in order to improve that network towards meeting the needs of all members of the community over the next ten years.
During the preparation of the draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan the Council has been considering the comments and ideas of many organisations and individuals. It is especially grateful to the Members of the Bridgend Local Access Forum for their continued input in to the process and to those who attended consultation events, as well as almost 1000 people who completed questionnaires. The document has been produced with the guidance of the Countryside Council for Wales and the Welsh Assembly Government. The draft plan has been received and Members views on it are now sought.
Having thoroughly considered the RoWIP, Mr Roy Meredith, put forward the following observations:

Chapter 1, Page 14

Under the C.R.O.W. Act 2000 the Local Authority have a statutory duty to prepare and publish a Rights of Way Improvement plan; however its implementation is not a statutory duty.
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Chapter 3, Page 17, 3.1 paragraph 3
A 100% survey of the rights of way network to assess its condition. 

A review of the information contained in the Definitive Map and Statement.   The production of this Draft RoWIP.

Chapter 4, Page 21
AR8. The publication of an up-to-date Definitive Map and Statement publishes on 30th June 2005 with a relevant date of 30th June 2004.

Has this new Definitive Statement been issued to local councils?

Chapter 4, Page 25
4.7.1 Integration of walking in relation to public transport;  this is a problem that has to be faced.
Chapter 7.  Page 45
7.4 Makes reference to illegally diverted rights of way and back dating the legal orders to bring the records up-to-date as of the 13th July 2007.   

Surely this sets a precedent for the future!

Chapter 8, Page 57
8.3 Sets out the responsibility of the department.

In particular it mentions path furniture which they would supply to landowners.

This fact should be kept in mind when repairs or installations are required on the Towns P.R.O.W.

Chapter 9, Page 66
Para 2 Obstructions. Where a path is obstructed by a fence the report suggests that the problem be resolved by the installation of gate and stiles. Surely this cost should be met by the person creating the obstruction!

Page 10, Page 79
10.3 Landowners felt that better maintenance of paths and path furniture would make visits to the countryside more enjoyable.
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14.1 Poor community public transport links, no integrated transport. This is a great problem for the Borough’s Rights of Way Department and has to be addressed.
14.2 How often are these routes going to be inspected?

Chapter 11 Page 85

11.1 Paths promoted ten years ago. Leaflets no longer in print; no longer way marked.  This could happen again!  We need to use these paths or we will lose them; therefore imperative that information available for members of the public.
Chapter 11 Page 88
11.2.1 Signs and Way marking.

As a Sub-Committee, on behalf of the Maesteg Town Council, we suggested this a very long time ago and have received no response.

Chapter 12 Page 92
12,1 The use of students to conduct the surveys.

What percentage of the completed surveys were checked?
Could this be why there are so many errors on the new definitive map?   Why not make use of people living in the areas!

A discussion ensued with the following observations made:
· The achievements of the Rights of Way Sub-Committee over the last few years:

- complete survey of all the Rights of Way within

     the Town
- complete survey of all path obstructions
- continuous inspections of the Rights of Way within

  the Valley

 - continuous programme of path clearance and
                                      maintenance
                      -30-
 - publication of a series of walks within the Valley
 - general waymarking
- various constructive suggestions forwarded to
  BCBC, e.g. waymarking Railway Stations which
  they have taken on board
· partnership with BCBC on producing Llynfi Valley Walk leaflets

· assisting BCBC in the “All Wales Survey”

· noted that there were 25 errors in the new definitive map (which does not take into account the Garw and Ogmore Valleys)
· Mr Roy Meredith produced for the Council information on the Public Rights of Way in each Ward, together with a supporting map.   

RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that the above observations be sent to the Head of Street Scene Communities Directorate, BCBC, by the due date. 
A further letter dated 15th May 2008 regarding the implementation of Action Points in the Rights of Way Improvement Plan has been received.

The County Borough Council is pleased to see that the Welsh Assembly Government is providing funding to local authorities to implement projects identified in their Rights of Way Improvement 

Plan and that Bridgend will receive in the region of £50,000.   However, as your Council will appreciate from the draft Rights of 

Way Improvement Plan this is 10% of the estimated total amount required to upgrade the whole of the network in Bridgend.  The funding will more than double this years’ Rights of Way Revenue budget and will add an extra 50% to the total budget including capital allocation.   The Rights of Way Section already has a number of schemes that it has received cost estimates for, some of which would 
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fulfil actions identified in the draft ROWIP whilst some are routine maintenance issues, and these currently total almost £100,000.  

However, before allocating any or all of this additional funding to the schemes that the County Borough Council has identified the Council would wish, in accordance with Action Point 5.14 of the Plan, to provide Maesteg Town Council with an opportunity to put forward any schemes that it might wish to see implemented and which Maesteg Town Council believes fulfils the aims and ambitions of the draft RoWIP.

The Rights of Way Officer requests Maesteg Town Council to identify and put forward for consideration any schemes that could be implemented during the current financial year for the improvement of public rights of way and cycle tracks in its area. Alternatively, the Council might feel that some of the other actions listed in the draft RoWIP are more important than carrying out work on the ground, such as issues surrounding the Definitive Map or Public Path Orders.


A response to this request is required by the 18th July 2008.

A discussion ensued during which Members suggested that  Footpath 36B, location Gelli Lenor Farm down to the Bridge, be put forward from the Council as part of  this improvement scheme.

It was confirmed that the Council have made several requests to BCBC that this pathway be resurfaced and cleared in order that it can be re-opened for walkers.   It was confirmed that many concerns from Members of the Public have been relayed to Maesteg Town Council and requests for this pathway to be cleared and resurfaced.   Members also felt that as part of the improvement scheme, consideration be given to creating a link from this footpath to the nearby “King Edward stone” which is part of this area’s heritage; the landowner having previously given us permission to do this.

RESOLVED:  To recommend to Council that the above observations be sent to the Head of Street Scene Communities Directorate, BCBC, by the due date. 
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50
AGENCY AGREEMENT FOR RIGHTS OF WAY
The Clerk reported that confirmation had been received from Head of Street Scene Communities Directorate that the Council are entitled to claim £44/Km for maintenance of public rights of  way, which totals £2937.00 for 2008/2009.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
51
LLYNFI VALLEY WALK 5 

Correspondence received regarding the progress on the various Llynfi Valley Walk leaflets which the County Borough is developing in partnership with Maesteg Town Council. 

Members were advised that the Llynfi Valley Walk 5 leaflet is now in its final stages of development;  Mr Roy Meredith having made the necessary amendments to this, on behalf of the Council.  Members officially thanked Mr Meredith for his continued and much valued work..
RESOLVED:  To recommend to Council to confirm the above action.
52
RIGHTS OF WAY FOOTPATHS – TEMPORARY CLOSURES

Cllr K S Hunt declared an interest in this item.
Mr Meredith asked that BCBC be contacted with regard to the temporary closures of  Rights of  Way footpaths at the locations of the Maesteg Washery and Maesteg Cemetery.  It is important that these Rights of Way be re-instated for members of the public to walk and to be included on the Ordinance Survey Map.   Mr Meredith presented to Members an up-to-date list of Public Rights of Way. 
RESOLVED:  To recommend to Council that BCBC be advised of the above.
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53
RIGHTS OF WAY 46 and 47

The above footpaths were identified as requiring clearance and cutting back.  However, there is a requirement for replacement/repair of bridges on these pathways;  Footpath 46 - decking was required and Footpath 47 a wooden bridge was required. The Council’s contractor confirmed that he could undergo this work..  It was

RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that BCBC be requested to supply the necessary materials.    

54
RIGHTS OF WAY 48

Members noted that the  replacement steel bridge had still not been erected. Members felt that if the landowner had no intention of completing this work, our contractor be asked to erect the bridge.   
RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that the Clerk contact the landowner for an up-to-date report.

55
RIGHTS OF WAY FOOTPATHS 31, 32 and 33
Cllr K S Hunt declared an interest in this item.

Concerns were again raised with regard to the illegal diversion.   Members are concerned that not only has the access been lost to Footpath 33, but this illegal diversion has caused obstruction to footpath 31 and 32. There are also safety issues attached to this illegal diversion and due to illegal notices, locked gates, no stiles, there is an accident awaiting to happen;  “Under the duty of Care Act” it is the landowner’s responsibility to ensure members of the public are protected.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Council that BCBC be requested to give an up-to-date account on the above footpaths.
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56
ROUTINE MAINTENANCE ON RIGHTS OF WAY FOOTPATHS
The following footpaths were identified for the contractor to carry out routine maintenance:


Footpath 43


Footpath 44

Footpath 45


Footpath 37A


Footpath 63

Footpath 62

Footpath 48

Footpath 20

Footpath 13

Footpath 16

57
MARKER DISCS
Mr Meredith advised that it was important to ensure that the Rights of Way footpaths are marked to ensure that they are walked by members of the public.  An inspection is being carried out; discs are available in the Clerk’s office.
58
CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL WALES  

Members noted the annual report of the above.

Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council 
held on 2nd September 2008
………………………

                                                                                                     Mayor

