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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday, 13th May 2008 at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg.  

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
H Fenney (Mayor)





L Simmons, S B Smith, P John,





M Hughes, T T Mizen, G Howells,





P White, P W Jenkins, L Beedle,
W May, D K Edwards, T H Beedle,

W H C Teesdale, B Bolger, I Jones,

M Plant, R Thomas.

427
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
The Clerk confirmed that the elected Members had signed the Declaration of Office.  Members were reminded that they had an obligation to complete/update the Register of Members’ Interest, available in the Clerk’s Office.

Cllrs S B Smith, W H C Teesdale, P White & D K Edwards declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllrs P John, L Simmons & T H Beedle declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees.
Cllrs W May and G Howells declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs H Fenney, P John and L Beedle declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
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Cllrs P John, L Simmons, S B Smith and P White declared an interest in matters relating to Caerau Communities First as members of the Partnership.
Cllrs H Fenney, L Beedle and S B Smith declared an interest in matters relating to the Maesteg River Care Group.
Cllr B Bolger declared an interest in matters relating to Maesteg Catholic Social Club.

428
POLICE MATTERS

The Mayor welcomed P C D Barry to the meeting.

Members stated that Traffic Wardens are desperately required in the Town Centre on a regular basis.  Double yellow lines although in place, taxis are constantly parking on and around this junction, even up on the newly laid pavements, and enforcement is down to police officers and traffic wardens to issue tickets.  These drivers must be made an example of.  Taxis are not using the ranks provided, and are parking in disabled bays.

Sgt Lloyd was asked if a quarterly report could be given advising Council of the number of tickets issued and identifying the areas involved, to which he responded by stating that he will report back to Council on this issue after checking if it is possible.  Members were assured that taxis are not given dispensation to park illegally.

ii.  Mill View, Maesteg 

It was reported that a white transit van has been parked in Mill View for approximately 6 weeks, causing an obstruction.  It was reported at the last PACT meeting but has not been removed.

Sgt Lloyd will look into this matter.

1.  Off Road Bikes

Councillors again expressed concern as this was a continuing problem throughout the area.  It was advised that when complaints are received, Officers respond; however when they get to the scene of the crime the offenders are no where to be seen.   The situation will be continually monitored and Members of the public are asked to help identify the individuals concerned.  Specific incidents were  reported by Councillors; Turberville Estate, Cemetery Road.
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2. DVLC Operation
Members were updated on the above operation which was carried out in the Caerau Ward.  It was noted that several vehicles had been taken off the road, clamped and warrants issued.

3.  Youth Annoyance Town Centre
Officers have attended several incidents within the last month, footballs have been confiscated and youth advised to go to designated playing fields.  Officers will continue to monitor this situation.

4.  Maesteg Welfare Park
Members were gravely concerned with regard to underage drinking and drug taking at this location; particularly at the skatepark area.  Members asked if this area could be patrolled on foot at regular intervals.  The Officer advised that this location was patrolled regularly on foot and that there was no direct evidence of drug taking.  Two fixed penalties had been issued.  He assured Members that this location would be patrolled regularly and would report back at the next meeting.

5.  Illegal Parking Town Centre
Concerns were again raised with regard to the above and that police vehicles are constantly seen passing illegally parked vehicles in the Town Centre, without stopping to give tickets or move them on.  Taxis were a particular problem.  Councillors asked if the CCTV cameras can be used more effectively to identify incidents of this nature.

A suggestion was put forward with regard to temporary CCTV cameras being used at locations throughout the Town; no facilities were available for this. 

6.  Yr Ysfa
Complaints had been received from residents with regard to cars frequently speeding early hours of the morning.   P C Barry advised that this matter had been investigated and a member of the public identified; he could not comment any further.
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7.  Damage to Cars

It was reported that cars had been damaged in the vicinity of St Michael’s Road, Maesteg. P C Barry was not aware of these incidents and would make enquiries.

8.  Youth Annoyance Caerau Welfare Park

 

Concerns had been raised by residents in the area with regard to threatening behaviour and criminal damage.  This would be reported to the PCSOs.  

9.  Speeding 

Members were extremely concerned with regard to the speeding offences taking place, particularly of incidents in the Nantyffyllon Ward.   A suggestion was put forward with regard to the use of speed check signs; those similar to the equipment used in the Neath Port Talbot area.  P C Barry advised that this was a matter to be discussed with the Highways Department, BCBC.

10.  Crime Figures for April 2008

Caerau


50

This figure is considerably down on last month.

Maesteg East

27


Up on last month.

Maesteg West

33

Down by 10 on last month’s figure.

A breakdown of these offences was not available, but they were mainly theft
 from vehicles and dwellings.

429
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on

1st April 2008 were read and accepted as an accurate record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.
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MATTERS ARISING
430
MINUTE 402
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

(i)  MAESTEG WELFARE PARK

The Clerk advised that responses were awaited from BCBC on the situation regarding the Maesteg Welfare Park toilets and confirmation from the Parks & Playing Fields Officer, BCBC, to meet with the Council to discuss this issue.
Members expressed their concern that this matter had not been addressed by the relevant Officers of BCBC and it was

RESOLVED: That Mr Mark Sheppard, BCBC, be invited to meet with the Council to discuss this long overdue issue.
Members noted a letter dated 15th April from BCBC Licensing & Registration Officer, in response to a reminder letter sent on the issue of Council’s request to introduce a Byelaw regarding  Drinking in Public Parks.  As advised previously (07.02.08) a monitoring exercise is underway and the Council will be advised of its outcome when complete.  An update has been requested.
RESOLVED: To await developments. 
(ii)  MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE
Reference was made to the statement made in the last meeting of the allocation of £75,000, from BCBC 2008/9 Capital Programme, for the provision of a replacement toilet in Maesteg.

RESOLVED: That a further letter be sent to BCBC requesting them to confirm this commitment in writing. 
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431
MINUTE 413

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

1.  Proposed CAB Lease

Letter received dated 7th April 2008 from Messrs King-Davies & Partners regarding the above confirming that the original lease will remain in place, and that a supplemental Lease would be executed to commence on 1st September 2008 of the remaining rooms occupied at an additional rent of £1264 per annum.  The Lease would be subject to rent reviews, every 5 years, the first one being on 1st October 2010.  The Term of the supplemental Lease would be from 1st September 2008 to 30th September 2030, with both leases ceasing at the same time.  The Lease already contains a right of way over communal areas, this will include the Lift; therefore, the service charge should also cover a fair proportion of the cost of maintaining the lift.   The Citizens Advice Bureau has been advised of this information. 

2. Bridgend County Borough Council

BCBC has been written to again regarding the access to the rear of the building, requesting keys to the gates.
The Council has been advised by Messrs King Davies that to date no responses have been received to the above letters and reminders have again been sent to both CAB and BCBC.
It was reported that the Trustees of the CAB will be discussing the matter of the Leases at their next meeting.

RESOLVED:  To await developments.  

432
MINUTE 414

HANGING BASKETS – MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE 

Members noted that a Quotation had been received from Rowan Garden Centre for:

· installation of the 90 baskets (to include collection from the Bryncethin Nurseries) together with erection of five new brackets at a cost of  £1350.
· Watering at a cost of £115 per visit.
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The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Past Mayor had been given plenary powers to agree the final arrangements for this environmental/community project and it was
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed. 
433
MINUTE 417

DRAFT FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR WALES

FOR CONSULTATION

The Clerk reminded Members that comments on the above consultation document, available in the Clerk’s Office, are required by 20th June 2008.   Cllr P W Jenkins had responded and the report is available for Members’ information.
RESOLVED:

(i) To note the information presented by the Clerk.

(ii) That the Reading Committee be reformed and to meet on a regular basis.  
434
MINUTE 422

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Clerk reported that letters of acknowledgement and thanks had been received from the following organisations; the Council having awarded Section 137 grants:

· Age Concern

· MAWS

· Ty Hafan Children’s Hospice in Wales

· Scope

· Friends of Brynheulog

· MP – St Davids Day Charity Concert

· Maesteg Town Hall Management Committee

RESOLVED: To note the information.
-
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435
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL DURING

THE MONTH OF APRIL 2008  

RESOLVED: That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of April 2008, amounting to £98840.73; a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE
436
BCBC BENEFITS BUS

Members were informed that Bridgend County Borough Council had organised a “Benefits Bus” to be in Maesteg on every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month at the Tesco’ Car Park from 10am to 12 midday.  The service aims to get welfare advice and help people in the local communities to claim benefits that they may be entitled to. Members are invited to visit for full information on the service.
Members welcomed this service; however it was felt that the dissemination of this information was vitally important and therefore this service should be offered, not just at this location, but on other accessible sites within the Town on a rota system, so that it was available for the wider community.  It was

RESOLVED:

That the Clerk  

(i)   write to Corporate Services, BCBC, requesting they consider     

the use of other sites within the Town so that a wider community are able to access this information.

(ii)  request the local Press to publicise this service.
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437
TALBOT STREET SHELTER

Members noted that complaints had been received regarding the spelling of “Llynfi” in one of the artwork panels of the above following its installation, which had been passed to BCBC Regeneration Team. 
Confirmation has been received from BCBC that the spelling on the panel is correct as ‘Llynvi’ given the context in which it appears, is a recognition of the Duffryn, Llynvi and Porthcawl Railway confirmed by an Act of Parliament of 1829 and which was amalgamated within the Llynvi Valley Railway in 1883.

This information has been passed to the local press.   Full details available in the Clerk’s Office.
Concerns were expressed with regard to the amount of litter that appeared daily in and around the shelter.

RESOLVED: To note the information and that BCBC be requested to erect a litter bin at this location.

438
ZURICH MUNICIPAL

CORPORATE HOMICIDE & COPORATE MANSLAUGHTER ACT 2007

The above Act came into force on 6th April 2008.  Under the Act organisations can be found guilty of corporate manslaughter as a result of serious management failures in a gross breach of a duty of care.    In light of the new legislation Zurich (the Council’s insurance Company) has reviewed its Employers’ and Public and Products Liability policies, and sections of the Combined Insurance policy; details available for Members.  No action is required regarding the enhanced cover.  The policy endorsement providing the extension to cover will be effective to all existing policies from 1st April 2008.  The relevant endorsement will be issued on a rolling basis over the next 12 months.
RESOLVED: To note the information.
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439
ZURICH MUNICIPAL

ANNUAL LCAS SEMINAR 2008 

As part of the Council’s LCAS membership, one free place is available to a representative to attend the 11th annual Health and Safety seminar (full details of dates and venues provided – Cardiff 24th June 2008 being the nearest).  Additional places are available at £30 plus VAT per person.
This year, in addition to the annual claims the following topical issues will be discussed:

· Contracts & Partnerships

· Sensible Risk Management.
It was noted that the annual fee for 2008/2009 of £85.00 plus VAT     is now due.

RESOLVED:  The Council agreed that

(i) Cllr R Thomas attend the Seminar on behalf of the Council.

(ii) the annual fee be paid.
440
CYMRAWD

A letter had been received from the Chief Executive of the above, inviting the Council to become a member of this new local government association for Town and Community Councils in Wales, which provides a real alternative to the ineffective, over bureaucratic and over priced One Voice Wales.  Membership fees will be £1089, and a prospectus is available giving full details.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.
441
RIGHTS OF WAY

AGENCY AGREEMENT FOR 2007/8

The Council’s claim for payment of the work completed under the above, has been acknowledged by BCBC, £3051.00 will be paid shortly.  This is based on the full 2007/8 allocation at the rate of 
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£44 per km of right of way, and includes an additional payment of £114.00 which the BCBC Section has made as a one off payment.  BCBC thank the Council for the work undertaken.
RESOLVED: To note the information.

442
RIGHTS OF WAY


LLYNFI VALLEY WALK 5
A letter had been received from the Rights of Way Officer, BCBC, advising that the Llynfi Valley Walk 5 leaflet is now in its final stages of development and the Council’s comments were requested as soon as possible to expedite the publication of the leaflet;  available for members information.

Members were reminded that the Council together with Roy Meredith had entered into partnership with BCBC to develop leaflets on various Llynfi Valley Walks; not the Maesteg Ramblers Association as was stated in the above letter.

RESOLVED: 

(i) That BCBC be advised that the Maesteg Ramblers Association had not entered partnership with BCBC on producing leaflets on the various Llynfi Valley Walks; it is Maesteg Town Council together with Roy Meredith being a co-opted member of the Rights of Way Committee.

(ii)
That a copy of the draft leaflet be given to Roy Meredith for his comments and also be made available to the Rights of Way Committee.

443
CONSULTATION ON DRAFT RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

In accordance with the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 Bridgend County Borough Council has prepared a draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan, which identifies the current issues affecting the use, management and maintenance of the local rights of way network and the actions the Council proposes to undertake both on its own and in partnership with others in order to improve that network towards meeting the needs of all members of the 
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community over the next ten years.  Many organisations’ and individuals’ comments and ideas have been considered and the document has been produced with the guidance of the Countryside Council of Wales and the Welsh Assembly Government.

A copy of the Draft Plan is available for the Council’s information and the Council are asked for views; deadline for the response to this consultation is the 3rd July 2008.

RESOLVED: That the Draft Plan be referred to the Rights of Way Committee to discuss and to make recommendations.
444
WAG

LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT) 

(WALES) ORDER 2008 

The above Order, made by the WAG, issues a new Code of Conduct for members of County/County Borough Councils, Community and Town Councils, Fire and rescue authorities and national park authorities in Wales; copy of which had been received by Members.  The Order revokes and replaces the model code introduced by the WAG in 2001.  Under Section 51 of the Local Government Act 2000 relevant authorities must pass a resolution adopting a code of conduct based on the new model code before 20th September 2008.  All parts of the model code of conduct are to be regarded as mandatory.  Section 51(4) of the 2000 Act enables relevant authorities to include other provisions in their adopted code, provided that they are consistent with the model code.   Action required by relevant authorities:

· Adopt a new code of conduct before 20th September 2008.  The model code will apply for members and co-opted members of an authority until it does so. 

· Ensure that copies of the new code are available for public inspection at reasonable hours.

· Publish in one or more newspapers circulating in the area, a notice stating that a new code has been adopted, giving details of where and when the code may be inspected.

· Send a copy of the new code to the Public Services Ombudsman for Wales.
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RESOLVED: That this item be placed on the Agenda for the July 2008 meeting of the Council. 
445
PUBLIC SEATS

Letter received from the BCBC Transportation & Engineering Section advising that the seat at Bethania Street has been inspected following the Council’s report of damage and an instruction has been issued for its repair.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.
446
GREEN TRADE WASTE BINS

TOWN CENTRE, MAESTEG

Acknowledgement letter received from BCBC’s Corporate Director Communities following the Council’s report regarding the above, advising that this matter has been passed to the Maesteg Regeneration Officer for her attention and a direct response.


RESOLVED: To await developments.

447
MAESTEG ARTS SOCIETY

ANNUAL REVIEW

Notice received of the Society’s Annual Exhibition Preview, to which the Mayor and all Members are invited.  Venue - Maesteg Town Hall on Wednesday 4th June 2008 at 7pm.
RESOLVED: Members noted this information.
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448
CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL WALES

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Notification received that renewal of the Council’s membership of the above is due on 17th May 2008 at a cost of £20.00.
RESOLVED: To renew membership for the year 2008/2009.
449
WAG PLANNING INSPECTORATE

WILDLIFE & COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981

BCBC (BYWAY OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC FROM

BROOKFIELD HOUSE TO BRIDLEWAY 36 MAESTEG)

DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER NO 1 2006

Following the Hearings held on the above matter (2nd October and 22nd October 2007) the above Order has now been confirmed, with modification, by an Inspector appointed by the Welsh Ministers.   
A copy of the Notice of Confirmation, along with a copy of the Order, as modified, is available for Members’ information.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
450
DIVERSION AND STOPPING UP OF FOOTPATH NO 3 

COMMUNITY OF MAESTEG.

BCBC has made an Order in respect of the above, copy of the Statutory Notice and Order is available for inspection in the Clerk’s Office.


RESOLVED: To note the information.
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451
BCBC ADULT COMMUNITY LEARNING

ARTS & CRAFTS EXHIBITION

Students who attend the ACL courses were invited to submit work for an exhibition called ‘Out Cultural Influences’ and features work from some 32 classes from all parts of the County;  Saturday 10th May 2008 at Bryntirion Junior School.  
RESOLVED: To note the information.
452
MP’s NEWSLETTER

Copy of the Spring issue of the above received and is available for information.
RESOLVED: To note the information.
453
FRIENDS OF BRYNHEULOG NEWSLETTER

Copy of the April issue of the above received and is available for information.


RESOLVED: To note the information.
454
ENERGY FROM WASTE IN WALES 2008

THE ROUTE TO RENEWABLE ENERGY

10TH JULY 2008 – ALL NATIONS CENTRE, CARDIFF.

Details of the above seminar programme received and is available upon request.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
455
EUROPEAN NEWS

A copy of the January, February and March issue of the above received and is available for inspection.
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A copy of the February and March issues of the EU booklet also received and available for inspection.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.

456
PLAY FOR WALES 

A copy of the Spring issue of the above received and is available for inspection.


RESOLVED: To note the information.

457
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT

PROPOSAL TO CHANGE THE STRUCTURE OF THE NHS in WALES – CONSULTATION EVENTS

A Consultation Paper was issued by the Minister for Health and Social Services on 2nd April 2008.   A consultation on the proposals to change the structure of the NHS in Wales will run until the 25th June 2008.  Consultation Paper received for Members’ information and available on website: www.wales.gov.uk/consultations.

The Minister is keen to ensure that local leaders are fully engaged in this consultation process and have an opportunity to discuss the proposals in more detail.   There will be a Consultation Event on these proposals on Thursday, 12th June 2008 at 9 am in the Civic Offices, Angel Street, Bridgend.   Attendance of representative(s) to be confirmed by 6th June 2008.
RESOLVED: It was agreed that Cllrs G Howells and

T Beedle attend on behalf of the Council.

458
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

A copy of the Spring issue of the above received and is available for information.


RESOLVED: To note the information.

-289-
459
PACT MEETING  MAESTEG  

A meeting has been arranged at 6.30 pm on 15th May 2008 at the Cwm Calon Day Centre, Castle Street, Maesteg.  Members are invited to attend.   


RESOLVED To note the information.

460
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

MEETING ON MONDAY, 30TH JUNE 2008 (subject to approval of BCBC on 21st May 2008

A letter received from Assistant Chief Executive Legal and Regulatory Services regarding the above, requesting the name of the Council’s representative to sit on future meetings of the Forum and asking for items that the Council may wish to be considered for placing on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Forum.

The Clerk reminded Members that following a request from the Council, the matter of Lack of Public Conveniences was to be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting of this Forum.

Two nominations were received for the position of the Council’s delegate on this Forum – Cllrs: P W Jenkins and T Beedle.   Following a vote by Members, the results being:

Cllr P W Jenkins:  4 for, 12 against

Cllr T Beedle:      12 for,  4 against

RESOLVED: That Cllr T Beedle be the Council’s delegate on the Town and Community Council Forum for the preceding year. 

461
BREWER’S SITE CAERAU PROJECT  
Following a recent letter in the Local Press (Gazette 08 May 2008) advising that the Big Lottery Funding application was unsuccessful, clarification has been received from the Corporate Director – Communities, BCBC,  regarding the issue of funding for developing the Brewer’s Site in Caerau.

Over the past two years BCBC have worked with the whole community, including residents, children and young people, to find a solution for the Brewer’s Site
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of contaminants, resolution of drainage problems and a Multi Use Games Area. All permissions are in place and the total funding package is in the region of £90,000. This project was designed in flexible phases, which means that BCBC have not committed all the funding straight away. In fact, it was hoped to draw down further monies from the Big Lottery Fund’s People & Places programme. Unfortunately, due to a heavily oversubscribed grant pot the bid was unsuccessful this time. However, the physical works carried out to date include the removal of asbestos and diesel waste, landscaping and the resolution of drainage problems.  A third of the funding remains and work will continue to make sure that the site if fully prepared for completion of the final phase.

The support of the Caerau community in developing the Brewer’s Site project has been invaluable and local people have been assured that BCBC remain committed towards finding a successful outcome to the issue.   

The Council were advised that in the interim the following solutions have been tabled with regard to keeping this site tidy:

· To create a corner garden on the site with some stone walling around it on the area next to 61 Blaencaerau Road; it is hoped to incorporate some of the heritage pieces that local school children will be making at Blaencaerau Juniors 

· To put in the entrance to the junction off Blaencaerau Road, which would prepare the site for the future development.

RESOLVED: To note the information and to await developments.
462    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

          1.  Children with Leukaemia

Application received from the above, a charity which supports children diagnosed with Leukaemia and their families.  When a child has leukaemia twice weekly visits to hospital are usually required for invasive treatments over a period of at least two to three years.  Increasing numbers of children suffering this awful disease, from all over the UK are being treated in Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children, yet the facilities need urgent 
-291-

expansion.  The Council are asked to support the charity once again.    
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
          2.  WRVS

Letter received from the Support Care Administrator requesting that the Council consider further support to the above to allow the WRVS to continue to make local communities better more caring places to live.   In its 70th year the volunteers are extremely dedicated to the support of the public in their hour of need and are experienced in providing care when emergencies occur.  Balance sheet received and available for inspection.
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
          3.  Hannah Thomas

          Letter received from the above of 4 Brown Street, Nantyffyllon,

who is a student at Swansea Metropolitan University completing a Fine Art degree.  Ms Thomas’ work is based around her identity and experiences growing up in the Llynfi Valley, emphasising the community spirit of the Valley.  She hopes her show will give a positive and truthful portrayal, promoting the image of the valley mainly through video.  The Council are asked to make a donation towards the final year exhibition which is costly.  Some funds have been raised through events held in Swansea etc. Miss Thomas invites Members to visit the exhibition.  
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £25.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).   The Council requested that it be recorded that this donation does not set a precedent for similar requests in the future.

          4.  Maesteg Arts Society

Application received from the above Society who is holding its annual exhibition on 4th June 2008 at the Town Hall, and increasing costs has resulted in its position becoming more
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untenable each year.  The Council are asked to consider financially supporting  the Society once again this year.   
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
463 
ELECTION OF MAYOR/DEPUTY MAYOR ELECT

          2008/2009


In accordance with the Council’s Seniority Policy,

Cllr S B Smith had been approached regarding the position of Deputy Mayor for 2008/2009.

Cllr Smith thanked the Council for the opportunity and accepted the offer.

RESOLVED:  That the following Members be nominated for the positions at the Annual General Meeting to be held on 27th May 2008:



His Worship the Mayor 2008/2009   Cllr W H C Teesdale

          Deputy Mayor 2008/2009                  Cllr S B Smith

464    MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES


2008/2009
Following discussion and consideration of Members’ preferences, membership of the following Committees were agreed for the forthcoming year; to be ratified at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 27th May 2008:



Finance Committee

Planning Committee

Christmas Street Lighting Committee

Rights of Way Committee

Regeneration Committee

Recess Committee

Restoration & Property Management Committee

Reading Committee
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Members agreed the delegates to represent Maesteg Town Council on the following bodies/organisations; to be ratified at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Tuesday, 27th May 2008.


Governing Bodies of Secondary and Primary Schools



   within Maesteg Town



Citizens Advice Bureau Management Committee



Town and Community Council Forum – BCBC



Llynfi Valley Forum



Maesteg Town Hall Management Committee



Maesteg River Care Group
THE COUNCIL THEN RESOLVED TO GO INTO COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

465
ACCOUNT REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 2007/2008


Members were circulated with the Account Report for the Financial Year 2007/2008 giving details of the following:

1. Receipts & Payments to 31st March 2008.

2. Bank Reconciliation to 31st March 2008.

3. Statement of:

Council’s balance at 31st March 2008

Funds allocated to projects (held in reserve)

Monies raised and not yet earmarked (held in reserve)

All relevant documents relating to the accounts were available to 

Members for cross reference.

Several questions were raised regarding accounting issues, which were satisfactorily answered by the Clerk, which included an analysis on payments made to date to PSW Building Contractors and Ferrier Hart Thomas, Chartered Building Surveyors, in regard to the internal alterations to the Council Offices.
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The Clerk clarified the situation with regard to the VAT claims. Members noted that payment on claims from 2005 to February 2008 had been received, with the March 2008 claim awaiting payment.  

The Clerk reminded Members that at present the information received is confidential, as the public inspection period specified by District Audit has not yet commenced; also that personal details which may be included are covered by the Data Protection Act.

RESOLVED: That the Accounts for the Financial Year 2007/2008 be accepted, approved and signed by the Mayor.

The Clerk confirmed that in compliance with the above Policy document the quarterly risk assessment and verifications on accounting procedures and practices had been undertaken by the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Past Mayor and members of the Finance Committee and that the appropriate controls were in place and adhered to.

The Finance Committee having reviewed the Financial/Operational Risk Assessment Policy recommended to Council to adopt this document for the financial period 2008/2009.
RESOLVED: Members confirmed the above actions and agreed to adopt the Policy document for the financial year 2008/2009.

A letter had been received from Mazars LLP providing arrangements for the audit of the accounts for 2007/2008.  The completed Annual Return to be submitted by 30th September 2008.

RESOLVED:  That arrangements be made for the Internal Audit of the Accounts by the Independent Auditor, Mr M Evans, Ridgewood Associates Limited (Agreed Minute 405 – 1st April 2008) in readiness for the exercise of electors’ rights and submission to Mazars by the due date.
THE COMMITTEE THEN WENT BACK INTO COUNCIL TO CONFIRM THE FOLLOWING:
466
MINUTE

Minute No 465 Account Report for the period 2007/2008 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

467 
MEMBERS’ ROOM

Reference was made to the above and it was

RESOLVED: That this item be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.
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468
SPEED NOTICES/SIGNS

Reference was made to the discussion on the above with the Police Officer and to the possibility of their introduction within certain locations in the Town.

RESOLVED: That this item be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

469
POST OFFICES

Reference was made to the forthcoming Post Office closure consultation that is due to take place.

RESOLVED: That this item be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting of the Council.

470
PLANNING MATTERS CONSIDERED BY PLANNING

          COMMITTEE DURING MONTH OF APRIL 2008
PLANS

Ref


P/08/307/FUL

Applicant

Mr David Newing

Development
Conversion of Dwelling into 2 flats

Location

9 Magazine Street Maesteg

Ref


P/08/309/0UT

Applicant

Mr S White

Development
One Detached House

Location

Land at 3 Crown Row Maesteg

Ref


P/08/311/FUL

Applicant

Maesteg School Partnership

Development
Proposed canopy over external teaching area

Location

Former Washery Site off Crown Road
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Ref


P/07/319/FUL

Applicant

Heronreed (Maltsters Arms) Ltd

Development
Increase Height of Boundary Wall to West Elevation

Location

The Malsters Arms 52 Commercial Street

Ref:


P/08/368/FUL

Applicant:

Dr G L Smith




2 Tair Waun Place, Maesteg

Development:
Raise roof height and convert new loftspace into habitable space

Location:

2 Tair Waun Place, Maesteg

Ref:


A/08/101/ADV

Applicant:

Plasnewydd Junior School, Maesteg

Development:
Erect flag pole on school grounds

Location:

Plasnewydd Primary School, Maesteg

RECOMMENDATION :
To support the above plans.
Ref:


P/08/360/OUT

Applicant:

D M Mathias




Parcau Farm Laleston

Development:
Residential Development (4 no dwellings) served by private




Drive – affecting Footpath 12 Maesteg.

Location:

Land at Duffryn Llynfi Farm, Maesteg

RECOMMENDATION:     

Submit an observation - Members have concerns with regard to footpath 12 being affected and require that any obstruction to this footpath would necessitate a diversion so that the members of the public can still walk this location.
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CORRESPONDENCE

1.  St Peter’s Church Hall Ref:  P/06/1484/RLX

When planning permission was granted to convert St Peter’s Church and Hall to residential use, a condition was imposed to provide a pedestrian crossing on Picton Street an application was received to relax this condition, to which Council objected, however following discussions with the Planning Department, Highway Department and the Developer BCBC was prepared to relax the condition providing the Developer paid a contribution of £2000, via a Section 106 Agreement, towards the crossing.    This matter was not progressed by the Developer, meanwhile work continued on site.  

In the meantime BCBC Highways Department as part of a highway safety programme, constructed a pedestrian ‘build out’ on Picton Street which addressed the original requirement.  It was therefore considered unreasonable to continue to require the Developer to the £2000 contribution, this was recommended to and accepted by the 

P & D Committee on 10th April 2008.

Members are asked to re-consider the Planning proposal (P/06/1484/RLX) to relax the condition as a formal decision has not yet been issued.  If Council wish to withdraw its original objection.

RECOMMENDATION:
That the Members of 

Nantyffyllon Ward be asked for their observations.

2.  PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of decisions taken by BCBC received to date:
Permission granted:
· 37 St Mary’s Crescent, Maesteg.

     Extend garage and change to games room/storage area

· Land adj Duffryn House, Caerau.
Installation of box for postman’s pouch.
· 1st Floor flat, 126 Commercial Street, Maesteg.
Taxi office  with aerial (not open to public).
· 90 Coed Parc Court, Maesteg.  Extend roof to create additional bedroom
with ensuite & new access to attic.
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· Nantyffyllon RFC. Outline for proposed redevelopment of

               Clubhouse & provision of all weather training facility.

Permission Denied:
· 70 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg. Lower kerb  to create driveway – 2 cars.
Reason:  The site lacks sufficient frontage to provide adequate vision splays vehicles emerging for the site onto the A4063, to the detriment of highway safety.

RESOLVED: That the action taken by the Planning Committee be confirmed.
471
PLANS  
Ref:


P/08/375/FUL

Applicant:

Royal Mail – Planning Support




Penarth Road Cardiff

Development:
Installation of box for postman’s pouch

Location:

Land adj 29 Hermon Road Maesteg

Ref:


P/08/431/FUL/AG

Applicant:

Mr Steven Phillips




138 Heol Ty Gwyn Maesteg

Development:
Single Storey Extension

Location:

138 Heol Ty Gwyn

RESOLVED: That the Council SUPPORT the above proposals.

Ref:


P/07/1309/OUT

Applicant:

Residential Development

Development:
Hope English Baptist Church Duffryn Road
                              Caerau

Members noted that the above mentioned application has been withdrawn.

Ref:


P/06/1484/RLX

St Peter’s Church Hall 

RESOLVED: That the Council make no observation.
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472
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Copies of all planning decisions received to date from BCBC are available for Members inspection.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

Read and accepted at a 

meeting of the Council

held on 3rd June 2008

…………………………

Mayor

