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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday, 3rd June 2008 at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:

W H C Teesdale






S B Smith, P John,






T T Mizen, G Howells, P White,






I Jones, M Plant, R Thomas,






P W Jenkins, W May, L Beedle, 

D K Edwards and T H Beedle.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs L Simmons and B Bolger.

21
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs S B Smith, W H C Teesdale, P White and D K Edwards declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllrs P John and T H Beedle declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees of that Authority.

Cllrs W May and G Howells declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs P John and L Beedle declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.

Cllrs P John, S B Smith and P White declared an interest in matters relating to Caerau Communities First and members of the Partnership.
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Cllr S B Smith and T T Mizen declared an interest in matters relating to the Maesteg River Care Group.

Cllrs I Jones and P John declared an interest in Llynfi Dance Academy.

Cllr I Jones declared an interest in Plasnewydd School.

Cllrs M Plant and T T Mizen declared an interest in matters relating to Blaenllynfi School.

Cllr T T Mizen declared an interest in matters relating to Nantyffyllon School.

Cllr P John declared an interest in matters relating to Blaencaerau School, Caerau Nursery and to the new planned School for Caerau.

Cllr S B Smith declared an in interest in matters relating to Noddfa.

22.
POLICE MATTERS

The Mayor welcomed PC D Barry and PSCO M Pascoe to the meeting.

Crime Figures

PC Barry apologised for not having a full breakdown of crime figures for the month; however reported that incidents of burglary and theft of vehicles were down on last years figures, presenting Members with actual statistics. He advised that to date the Officers are below targets for these types of crimes.

Off Road Motorbikes

The PC reported that one offender had been identified, the family spoken to and the vehicle has been sold.  Officers are increasing patrols and nuisance reports from the public have decreased.

Cllr Beedle reported that the problem is persisting in Chestnut Grove.
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Maesteg Welfare Park  
Patrols have increased in the Park, alcohol has been confiscated and a reduction in anti-social behaviour witnessed.

Parking – Town Centre

This problem is being monitored and the Traffic Warden is issuing tickets.

Members once again raised the issue of taxis parking at the Town Hall who drive off when the Traffic Wardens walk into this area, stating that because the Wardens have no power to stop the offending vehicles, the taxis drivers do take advantage.  P C Barry confirmed that only Police Officers can stop vehicles; he agreed to advise the Inspector of the Council’s continuing concerns.

It was reported that members of the public are parking in the loading bays in Commercial Street and Talbot Street, preventing traders receiving deliveries. Furthermore, due to this problem, delivery vans have received tickets for parking outside the designated loading zones.  PC Barry confirmed that this was the case and advised that tickets were also being issued to motorists abusing the disabled parking zones.  There is a zero tolerance to all illegal parking.   Members welcomed this news, stating that the same rules apply to all and that effective management of parking in the Town Centre is essential.   It was also stated that Maesteg has the advantage over many towns by having a free car park within 100 yards of the Town Centre and members of the public must be encouraged to use this facility, thus freeing up the loading and disabled zones.

Road Safety – Speed Signs

PC Barry reported that he had been advised by the Road Safety Officer that signs showing motorists speed will not be placed in the Borough, as it can encourage speeding.

The Clerk stated that this matter had previously been discussed by the Council, neighbouring Authorities had advised that maximum speeds can be set in the signs to prevent this practice and that these signs are successful as a speed deterrent when left on site for several weeks at a time.  
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Violent Crime

The Officer was asked if figures for violent Crime for 2005/6 and 2006/7 were available for Members of the Council to compare, as it has been reported nationally that figures are falling.   PC Barry advised that he will try to obtain figures by the next Council Meeting.

Parking outside Primary Schools

Members asked if it was possible to alert Traffic Wardens and PCSO’s to increase patrols at local primary schools, particularly Nantyffyllon, where parents are parking outside the schools, even in zig-zag areas creating a danger to their own children.  From past experience, a police presence does prevent this practice for short periods. This matter will be passed to the PCSO’s for their attention and Officers will report at the next meeting.

Mobile Camera Unit

PC Barry was asked if the mobile camera unit could be used in identifying traffic hazards within Maesteg; currently it is more visible in Bridgend than Maesteg.  Members were advised that most issues are actioned from telephone reports.

The Mayor thanked the Officers for attending.

23
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on

13th May 2008, together with Minutes of the Council’s Annual General Meeting held on 27th May 2008 were read and accepted as an accurate record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.
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MATTERS ARISING
24
MINUTE 431

TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES

The Clerk advised that keys for the market gates have now been received; therefore access to the rear of the building, out of hours, is now available.  The information was noted.

The Clerk also read a letter from the BCBC Resources Directorate regarding the removal of the safe from the Offices.  Members of the Council are advised that unfortunately BCBC are not prepared to meet all the removal costs.  They advised that as the Town Council purchased the property in 2004, over three years ago, it is felt that too long a period has now elapsed for the Town Council to make the request.  However, as a gesture of goodwill BCBC are prepared to contribute 50% of the cost; £895.00 plus VAT.  The Council are asked to make the necessary arrangements and invoice BCBC for the proportion of the bill.

During the discussion it was stated that although a written request has recently been sent to BCBC, the Authority has always been aware that the safe was in BCBC’s ownership since the Town Council purchased the building.  Furthermore, the Town Council has never owned or used the safe, therefore it is the sole responsibility of BCBC to arrange and pay for removal and no cost should be borne by the Town Council.  It was confirmed that the safe is hampering the renovation works and requires immediate removal, it was

RESOLVED:  That plenary powers to deal with this urgent matter be given to the Mayor and the Clerk to contact the Property Manager and the Chief Executive of BCBC. 
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25
MINUTE 447

MAESTEG ARTS SOCIETY 

ANNUAL EXHIBITION PREVIEW

Members are reminded of the open invitation to attend the above to be held on Wednesday 4th June 2008 at the Town Hall, Maesteg, at 7pm.  Letter also received from the Arts Society thanking the Council for the financial donation granted in Minute 462.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
26
MINUTE 461

BREWER’S SITE CAERAU PROJECT

Arising from Minute 461, where an e-mail from the Corporate Director – Communities, BCBC, had been received stating that the physical works carried out to date included the removal of contaminants from the site.  Members wish it to be made clear that the asbestos and other contaminants have not been cleared from the site but made safe by sealing and capping.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and that a letter confirming the above statement be sent to the Corporate Director – Communities, BCBC.
27
MINUTE 470

PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE

ST PETER’S CHURCH HALL DEVELOPMENT

It was reported that due to the road safety works undertaken by BCBC there was no need for further works in the area.
RESOLVED:  That the Council agree with the action taken by BCBC and formally withdraw its objections to the planning proposal P/06/1484/RLX.
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28
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL DURING

THE MONTH OF MAY 2008  

RESOLVED: That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of May 2008 amounting to £20,145.64;  a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE

29
NANT Y CRYNWYDD MAESTEG
Letter received, regarding the emergency access barriers to the Maesteg Sport Centre/Tesco store, from a resident of Nant y Crynwydd, Maesteg, enclosing copy letter to BCBC; copies of which had also been sent to the MP and local Police.   Members were reminded that the residents were assured during the proposals for the development, that once complete there would be emergency access only, resulting in Nant y Crynwydd becoming a virtual cul-de-sac.  Members were advised that seven months later the barriers are constantly broken allowing customers of both the Sports Centre and Tesco to drive through to the car park; that this is a residential area and that the current situation is not acceptable.  Furthermore, motorbikes and scramblers are using the site as a shortcut to avoid the Town Centre and that Sports Centre’ customers are also parking adjacent to the properties, severely restricting residential parking.  Bridgend County Borough Council are asked to consider traffic calming measures with restricted parking for residents policed by the local constabulary.  A meeting has been requested with BCBC Officers.  

During a discussion it was stated that these barriers had been placed as a planning requirement to allow access to the Sport Centre for emergency vehicles; however Members had visited the site and it is felt that the barriers are flimsy and a more substantial barrier should be in place.  Ownership of the site and responsibility for the barriers was discussed. The letter had been sent to BCBC and local police.     
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Members confirmed that this matter is outside the remit of Council; however it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk try to establish who is responsible for the area.
30
SUMMER HOLIDAY PLAYSCHEMES
Cllr Teesdale vacated the Chair for this item and took no part in the decision taken.
Cllrs Smith, Edwards and White took no part in the discussion.
Cllr May took the Chair to deal with this item.
Letter received from BCBC regarding the above stating that the Authority wishes to continue with the successful partnership funding arrangements for the 2008 playschemes.  A 3% increase is required on last years contribution - £2940 subject to three playschemes running in the area.

The Council’s confirmation of continued partnership funding is requested with full details of schemes to follow.  The opportunity is taken to thank the Council for its continuing support and contributions to the schemes.

During a discussion it was stated that funding has been allocated in the 2008/9 budget for a playscheme partnership.  Members were advised that during recent years only two schemes have been provided in Maesteg Welfare  Park and Caerau as no suitable venue has been found in Garth.  It was 

RESOLVED:  That the Council continue with the partnership arrangement with BCBC;  number of playschemes provided within the Maesteg area to be confirmed. 
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31
FLOWER/VEGETABLE SHOW

Letter received asking the Council to consider and support the above forthcoming event to be held in the grounds of the Catholic Church, which it is hoped could become an annual event.

During a discussion alternative venues for this event were suggested; however it was agreed that this matter should be left to the organisers, it was therefore

RESOLVED:  That the Council fully support the proposal.

32
LONG STANDING MAESTEG TRADER

Cllr Thomas asked that the Council recognise the service of Mrs Beryl Richards who has traded as a fishmonger in Maesteg Market for 61 years and recently retired.
RESOLVED:  That a letter wishing Mrs Richards well in her retirement be sent.

33
CAERAU CREDIT UNION

Cllr John has reported that at a recent meeting of Communities First, reference was made to the Caerau Credit Union which is under threat due to lack of funding.  It was suggested that the Town Council may wish to support the Union and the Council are asked to consider inviting a representative of the Caerau Credit Union to a future meeting to discuss the issue.

Following a discussion when it was stated that this outreach branch of the Maesteg Union was successful and needed in the Caerau area, it was 

RESOLVED:  To invite a representative to the next meeting of the Council to fully discuss the situation.
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34
TOWN CENTRE BUILDINGS

Cllr John reported that he had received several comments regarding the condition of the buildings in Commercial Street and Talbot Street above shop level, which are extremely unsightly and in need of decoration.  The Council are asked to consider taking the opportunity to address the situation through discussion in the first instance.

During a discussion Members stated that most of the buildings in the Town Centre could be eligible for refurbishment grants under the Townscape Heritage Initiative Scheme; however many of the owners have declined this opportunity.  Any enquiries should be referred to the owners of the buildings and Planning Department, BCBC.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

35
RESIDENTS ONLY PARKING

83-101 CASTLE STREET, MAESTEG

Request received from the residents of the above for ‘residents only’ parking, as they are experiencing problems with parking and even obstruction, since the introduction of the traffic lights in Cavan Row and the opening of the Tesco Store.  Council are asked to support the application.

Members stated that this problem was identified during the proposed development.  The residents have no rear access.  Residents of Talbot Terrace, most of who have off road parking are parking on this side of the road exacerbating the problem.  

Council were advised that information recently received from BCBC on Controlled Parking Zones is on file in the Clerk’s office, following the attempt to obtain ‘residents only’ parking status at St Michael’s Road.; this is available for inspection.  
RESOLVED:  That the request be referred to BCBC with the Council’s support.
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36
BCBC  - NEVER TOO OLD SERIES OF EVENTS
Details of events to be held on 3rd July at Bridgend Recreation Centre and on 28th September at Bryngarw Park have been received and are available for inspection and noting.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

37
FORESTRY COMMISSION

WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES
Copy of a recent publication by the Forestry Commission Wales has been received and is available for inspection. 

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

38
EUROPEAN NEWS

INFOREGIO
Copy of the April issue of the above newsletter has been received and is available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

39
DOG FOULING BINS
A copy letter received from Mark Shephard, Head of Healthy Living Directorate, BCBC, to Cllr D K Edwards regarding the above; copy made available to   Members.

A report will be prepared for the Borough’s Corporate Management Board and/or Cabinet on the successful pilot scheme implemented at Maesteg Welfare Park.  Within this report, estimated costs of implementing such a scheme throughout the County Borough will be highlighted.  Members noted that there is a sum of money in the 
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BCBC’s Capital Programme to match fund bids from Town and Community Councils; however it is needed to be established if this fund covers projects of this kind.

During a discussion reference was made to the Council’s support of the project and to its partnership funding of the pilot scheme at Maesteg Welfare Park, which was introduced as part of the BCBC Strategy, and which should now be implemented and extended to Garth Welfare Park and other playing fields within the Town of Maesteg .  

RESOLVED:   To await the report outlined in the above letter and to invite the Head of Healthy Living, Mr M Shephard, to a future meeting of the Council to discuss the way forward.

40      APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  LLYNFI  DANCE ACADEMY
Cllrs I Jones and P John declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion.

Letter received from the Dance Teacher of the above advising that the School has succeeded once again in getting through to the World Hip Hop Championships in Bremen Germany to be held on 10th – 15th June 2008.

The Council are asked to consider a contribution towards the fundraising taking place with the Academy.

Following a discussion when Members acknowledged the achievements of this local Group, it was

RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £200 to the Llynfi Dance Academy under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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2.  CHILDREN WITH LEUKAEMIA

21ST AMAZING CHILDREN’S  PARTY

The Council are asked to consider sponsoring a child to attend the above at £10 per head.  The children suffering from this awful disease come from hospitals, special homes and schools across the country and will be given a very special day out with dozens of celebrities and performers attend giving their time free of charge.  

Following a discussion when Council decided to sponsor five local children at the above Party, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £50.00 to the 21st Amazing Children’s Party under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

3.  CHILDLINE/NSPCC WALES

Letter received from the Fundraising Manager of the above, thanking the Council for its previous support in helping local children from all areas of Wales.  Child abuse has serious consequences for families and communities and Childline/NSPCC exists to try to put a stop to the continuing problem.  In South Wales the Childline base is in Swansea and last year volunteers spoke to 24818 children and young people who found themselves in distress or danger.  Due to lack of funding only 60% of calls are answered with only 40% of callers receiving in depth counselling.  More is needed.  On average it costs £42 to counsel each child and the Council are asked to consider supporting the Charity.   The Charity aim to establish a major new NSPCC Centre for Wales in Cardiff, that will focus on the problems of physical, sexual and emotional abuse and neglect, together with the impact of domestic violence on children.
During a discussion Members stated that this important Organisation based in Wales, support children in need, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to Childline/NSPCC Wales under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
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4.  SUMMER INITIATIVE

An e-mail received from Emma-Louise Maher, BCBC, who have met with a number of police staff recently to progress a summer initiative to divert young people who are involved in anti-social behaviour.   Two or three PCSOs will accompany 6-10 young people from each of your areas and engage with them, playing sporting games, arranging events and outings, and carrying out community and beach litter picks from 6-10 pm every Thursday, Friday and Saturday evening throughout August 2008.   There will be costs for transport, equipment, activities, food and drink, etc. that are not covered by the police of any other agency at this time.

The Group are looking to secure any funding that they can to allow this scheme to happen, with the aim to reduce the amount of anti-social behaviour in the evenings of the summer months.

Following a short discussion when Members felt that more information on this project and its aims was required it was

RESOLVED:  That a representative be invited to the next meeting of the Council to discuss the application.

41
POST OFFICE CLOSURES
A discussion took place on the Government’s latest published post office closure list, that will include another seven post offices across the county. Although the Llynfi Valley has not been affected this does not mean that any post office is safe. Action is needed by the Government now to prevent the mass closure of post offices occurring. Maesteg is all too familiar with post office closures and it cannot afford to lose anymore.  Post offices are the lifeblood to any community, particularly to Maesteg Town that has seen many local businesses and services close over the years. The Council further notes the social importance of Post Offices to the well being of both communities and individuals in Maesteg.  Members agreed that is important that the Council stands up with local communities across Wales and the rest of Britain to condemn the closure programme.  
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A motion was put forward, together with an amendment.  It was explained that the Council has taken measures over the years and has adopted a policy to oppose any local post office closure.  However, it was explained that many of the subpostmasters have wished to retire or sell their properties and therefore wanted to take the closure option, and no alternative could be found. 
A discussion ensued with Members expressing their views and confirming the existing policy of the Council, which is to oppose any closures within the community of Maesteg.  Therefore, it was

RESOLVED: That the motion and the amendment to the motion be withdrawn.

RESOLVED:  That the Council re-affirm its position that it opposes any closures of Post Offices within the Maesteg area. 

42
SPEED SIGNS

Members felt that these signs do actually have an affect and do encourage people not to exceed the speed limits.  Following discussion and consideration of the benefits of such a system and identifying certain locations within the Town where these would have an affect, it was

RESOLVED: To ascertain professional advice and cost of installation in order to progress this matter. 

43
MEMBERS’ ROOM

It was felt that there was a need for a Members’ Room or area within the Council Offices where Members could carry out Council business and be available to meet with members of the public.  This would deter unnecessary disruption for the Clerks in the working office.  There would also be a requirement for a separate telephone/broadband line for Members’ use.
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Members were reminded that the room allocated for conferences, exhibitions or meetings must be available for Members of the Public/organisations as first priority as this was the criteria for grant funding and VAT repayments.  However, it could be used by Members when not allocated to Members of the Public or organisations; the Council Chamber is also available for Members’ use. 

RESOLVED: 
That an additional telephone/broadband line be installed and an area designated for Members’ use.


ANY OTHER BUSINESS

44
DIGITAL TELEVISION

Concern was expressed with regard to the issue of the timescale in accessing digital television within the Maesteg area.

RESOLVED: That a letter be written to the MP and the relevant Authority for clarification on timescale.

45
PLANS

Ref:



P/07/1327/FUL

Applicant:


Mr & Mrs K Roberts





c/o Cooke & Arkwright Surveyors

Development:

Convert & extend existing stone barn into 

3 bed dwelling

Location:


Llwydarth Farm, Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/466/OUT


Applicant:


D Evans,








9 River Street, Maesteg





Development:

1 detached dwelling

Location:


land adjacent 162 Mill View, Maesteg
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Ref:



P/08/363/APN/CE

Applicant:


S McIntosh





Brynrhyg Farm, Cwmdu Road, Maesteg

Development:

Prior notification for barn for equipment 
store

Location:


Brynrhyg Farm, Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/501/FUL

Applicant:


Clive Williams





41 Victoria Street Caerau Maesteg

Development:

Retrospective application for decking area

Location:


41 Victoria Street Caerau Maesteg


Ref:



P/08/504/FUL

Applicant:


Ash Heights Limited





17A High Street New Malden Surrey

Development:

Conversion of derelict flat into 2 No 2 Bed 
Flats and replacing all windows and doors

Location:


2A Talbot Street Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/498/FUL

Applicant:


Royal Mail – Planning Support





C/0 Paul Walden 220 Penarth Road Cardiff

Development:

Installation of box for Postmans Pouch

Location:


Land adj 26 Nantyffyllon Terrace 
Nantyffyllon Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/453/FUL

Applicant:


Mr & Mrs Evans





50 Neath Road Maesteg

Development:

Renew Front door

Location:


50 Neath Road Maesteg

Ref:



P/08/515/FUL

Applicant:


Mr S Evans





164 Bridgend Road, Maesteg  

Development:

Two storey extension

Location:


164 Bridgend Road, Maesteg
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RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above proposals.

Ref:



P/08/457/FUL

Applicant:


Bridge Construction UK Ltd. Kenfig Hill

Development:
5 two bedroom terraced dwellings with parking, With area available for community parking

Location:


Land  at Filco car park, Caerau

RESOLVED:  That the Council OPPOSE the above proposal in support of residents for the following reason:

   The development will result in loss of amenity to existing dwellings.

46
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – CONSULTATION RESPONSES FROM TOWN/COMMUNITY COUNCILS

A letter has been received from Head of Development Control BCBC dated 27th May 2008 regarding training events for Town/Community Councils to better understand the planning process.   A training event is planned and any input is requested.  However, Head of Development Control will not be able to debate the merits of current applications as this could be considered as interfering in the council’s activities.

RESOLVED: That Clerks of Town Councils be contacted with the view to making arrangements to hold a central training event for Members of the relevant Councils.  
47
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS
Details of decisions taken by BCBC on planning applications received to date available for inspection by Members.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council 

held on 1st July 2008   

…………………………

Mayor
