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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on TUESDAY, 2nd October 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
H Fenney (Mayor)





T T Mizen, C Norton, 





W H C Teesdale, J Williams,




W B Evans, W May,
P W Jenkins, L Beedle,





D K Edwards.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs S B Smith, S Sullivan, 

A Gould, P John, L Simmons and G Howells.

152
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W May, W B Evans and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllrs W May and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee.
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153     MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 4th September 2007 were read and accepted as accurate records.


RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

154
COUNCIL OFFICES (MINUTE 67)


The Clerk updated Members on the current position in respect of BCBC’s occupation of the restroom situated in the basement of the Council Offices; payment of rent being refused by them.  Following, discussion it was
RESOLVED: That King-Davies & Partners, proceed on the Council’s behalf, to obtain a Notice to Quit the premises and to pursue the rent that is owed by BCBC, following the initial twelve month rent free agreement.
155
TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

(MINUTE 103.2)

A letter received from BCBC Legal and Democratic Services  advising that the next meeting of the above Forum is to be held on 29th October 2007 at  4 pm.  The Council’s delegate Cllr P W Jenkins will be attending.  Items for agenda to be advised no later than Wednesday 10th October 2007.

RESOLVED: Members requested that the Bridgend to Maesteg Road (A4063) be placed on the Agenda for discussion; copy of correspondence (Minute 103.2 refers) be sent to the Director of Legal and Democratic Services.
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156
PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE

(MINUTE 106)

Letter received from Janice Gregory AM enclosing copy letters from the Welsh Assembly Government and Bridgend County Borough Council relating to the above.

The Minister for Social Justice and Local Government confirmed that county/county borough councils and community councils have powers under the Public Health Act 1936 to provide public conveniences and suggests that the Council continue to explore with Bridgend County Borough Council and other relevant organisations what part they can play in securing appropriate provision in the Town, utilising their powers under the Act.   With regard to the Council’s proposal to make the provision of public conveniences a statutory obligation; the Minister responded that this would require a change to primary legislation and the Assembly Government has no plans to seek such a change. However, the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) are working to produce a Public Access to Toilets Strategy guide by November this year. DCLG plan to introduce an amendment to Section 87(3) (c) of the Public Health Act 1936 which allows local authorities to charge for the use of public conveniences, but not for urinals. The amendment will allow local authorities to charge for the use of public conveniences including urinals. The amendment will cover England and Wales and is expected to be in place in December 2007.
In response to the AM on this matter, the Director of Regeneration, BCBC, advised that a public convenience in Maesteg, which was regularly subjected to vandalism and had to be closed, was sold with other parcels of land as part of the new Wilkinson development. The decision to dispose of the facility was made on the basis that alternative public conveniences were available at the bus station, and these have recently been improved to become DDA compliant.   A review of the Council’s public conveniences is nearing conclusion following consultation, during which the view of local members and 
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Town and Community Councils were sought on proposals to rationalise and improve the facilities. A report will be presented to Cabinet shortly outlining a range of options.   Any proposal by the Council to construct new public conveniences at any location within the County Borough would require consideration against other schemes for inclusion within the Capital Programme in any particular year.  The issue raised with regard to the Porthcawl programme will be investigated and a response will follow in due course.

Following a discussion with members again voicing strong concerns on the lack of public conveniences within the Town, the unsatisfactory responses by BCBC on this issue, the refusal to allow this item to be raised on the Town and Community Council Forum for discussion and the many concerns and complaints received from the Members of the Public and visitors to Maesteg,  it was
RESOLVED: To write to the Director of Legal and Democratic Services and Monitoring Officer, Legal Department, BCBC, copy to the Leader, on this issue.

Concerns were expressed once again with regard to the lack of toilet facilities at the Maesteg Welfare Park; this location was used frequently by members of the public, sporting organisations and young people and not providing such facilities was a Health and Safety issue.
RESOLVED: That BCBC Education, Leisure & Community Services Directorate be asked to reinstate toilet facilities within the Maesteg Welfare Park.  
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157
CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

(MINUTE 126)

The following nominees had been forwarded to BCBC for consideration in the next round of awards:

Mr & Mrs L Thomas, Garth

Mr D Dixon, Maesteg

Caerau Boys and Girls Club
Maesteg Amateur Operatic Society

Ms Tracey Everton, Caerau

RESOLVED: To note the information.
158
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(MINUTE 142*)
Acknowledgements for donations granted in Minute 142* received from the following:

Maesteg Town Hall

Childline Cymru

Mr James Thomas (Sponsorship – Maesteg Cancer Research)

RESOLVED: To note the information.
159
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL

DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2007

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of September amounting to £29716.44, a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE
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160
LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE
Letter of condolence had been sent to the following:

Clerk to the Council

Cllr & Mrs Norton

Mr & Mrs R Collins.

RESOLVED: That the action taken be confirmed.
161
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT

CONSULTATION – LOCAL VISION, PREPARING

COMMUNITY STRATEGIES – REVISED COMMUNITY

STRATEGY GUIDANCE

Draft community strategy guidance has been received on which the WAG is consulting, together with outline proposals for a potential duty to co-operate in community planning.  Once adopted, this revised statutory guidance would replace the existing guidance issued in 2001.

The framework set out within the guidance provides the structure for the delivery key of national and local policy priorities – the community strategy establishes the 15 year vision for the area;  the Local Service Agreement will prioritise and set out the shared public 
service delivery improvements to be delivered and how these will be achieved; and the Local Service Board will drive the whole process.
As part of the consultation, views are being sought on the possibility of inviting the National Assembly for Wales to legislate to create a duty on local partners to co-operate in developing and delivery community strategies, full details contained in the document. 

Documentation available to Members, comments required by 

23rd November 2007.
RESOLVED: Members to advise the Clerk of any comments for forwarding to the WAG by the required date. 
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162
PACT MEETINGS

MAESTEG EAST AND WEST WARDS

Documentation received advising of meeting on Monday, 24th September at Cwm Canol Day Centre.  Members advised.  Priority items for discussion:
Speeding rear lane Ivor Street

Scramblers

Peddle Bikes


RESOLVED: To note the information.
163
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TREES)

REGULATIONS 1999

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER NO 2 2007

LAND AT THE OLD VICARAGE, VICARAGE TERRACE, 

MAESTEG

Formal Notice received that on 2nd July 2007 BCBC made the above  Tree Preservation Order, confirmed as of the 14th September 2007.  
This Order prohibits anyone from cutting down, topping or lopping any of the trees.    The Council have made the Order to protect the trees which are considered to be under threat from the residential development.

Copy of the Order available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
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164
PUBLIC LOCAL ENQUIRY

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL (BYWAY OPEN TO ALL TRAFFIC FROM BROOKFIELD HOUSE TO BRIDLEWAY NO. 36 MAESTEG DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION ORDER NO. 1 2006

The Enquiry was held on Tuesday, 2nd October 2007 at 10 am, Committee Room 2 & 3, Civic Offices, Bridgend.
Cllr P W Jenkins attended on behalf of the Council.  

Other attendees were be BCBC Members Cllrs W May and S B Smith, Mr Barry Evans and Mr Neil Perry (co-opted Members of the Council’s Rights of Way Committee).  Mr Roy Meredith is not available to attend.

Cllr Jenkins advised members that evidence had been gathered during the day; the Council’s observations had been presented and the enquiry was ongoing; to be re-convened on 22nd October 2007.
RESOLVED: To await developments.
165
BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUCNIL

PROPOSED 20 MPH SPEED LIMIT

NO WAITING/LOADING/UNLOADING RESTRICTIONS

NEW ACCESS ROAD TO NEW 

COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL, MAESTEG.

The above development is situated to the northwest of and has vehicular and pedestrian/cycle access from Crown Road, Maesteg.  Which the development is well advanced, it is not yet complete.

The traffic calming measures which have been designed into the scheme and which will be constructed along the access road, along with the nature of the road layout, will assist in ensuring that vehicles will be driven at an average speed of approximately 20 mph.  It is therefore proposed to made a Legal Order to introduce a 20 mph 
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speed limit along this route from its junction with Crown Road for the extent of the new highway.  In the interest of road safety and to assist in ensuring the free flow of traffic on the approach to the main entrance, it is also proposed to introduce no waiting/loading/unloading restrictions along part of the new access road.
RESOLVED: To note the information.
166
SEWTA

BUSINESS PLAN 2007/2008

Letter received from Sewta advising that the published Business Plan sets out the programme for 2007/8 and discusses the opportunities and challenges ahead.  Document can be accessed on www.seta.gov.uk. 

The Council are advised that during this year there will be further development of a draft Regional Transport Plan, following on from the well received outline Regional Transport Plan;  the start of services on the Ebbw Vale Valley railway for the first time since the 1960’s; a number of important enhancements to the Valley’s rail 
infrastructure and further organisation development.  These projects will continue to demonstrate what can be achieved by all parties working together to deliver real improvements to transport services, for the benefit of the people of South East Wales.

RESOLVED: Copy available to Members upon request.

167
NEWCASTLE HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL

NOTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF FIVE COUNCILS

A copy of the notes of meeting held on 26th June 2007 to discuss the concerns of the road between Maesteg and Aberkenfig (A4063), together with copies of the letters sent to the Leader, BCBC, MPs and AMs have been received.  Details available upon request.
RESOLVED:  To note the information.
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ZURICH MUNICAPAL

POLICY RENEWAL 25TH SEPTEMBER 2007
The Policy Schedule for the period 25th September 2007 to 24th September 2008 has been received and the renewal premium is £4747.49 plus insurance premium tax as levied by HM Government (5%) £237.37; total cost to Council £4984.86; the usual index linking of property sums insured has been applied – buildings 3% and contents 1%.  Members were advised that the Policy document had been checked for accuracy and is correct.
RESOLVED: That the premium be paid by the due date.
169
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  BRITISH RED CROSS
Letter received for the Fundraiser South West Wales, British Red Cross provides lifesaving services to people in crisis in local communities throughout SouthWest Wales.  Services currently operating within the area are free loan of medical equipment such as wheelchairs, commodes, emergency response, acute response, home 
from hospital care, befriending and first aid cover at public events.  Maesteg is one of the communities who have benefited from one or more of these services.
British Red Cross not only aim to maintain the present level of these services but also make them accessible to as many people as possible.
They thank us for supporting them each year and advise that they rely heavily on donations in order to carry out these vital services in the community.

RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £75.00 to the British Red Cross under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
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170
STREET NAMING - LAND AT SITE OF
          FORMER MAESTEG WASHERIES, MAESTEG
Minute 114 (09/07) refers

The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been received from BCBC, Legal Services Directorate, requesting a suggestion for the above street leading to the new School from Crown Row, Maesteg.

Following a discussion, a proposal was received and seconded for:

Ffordd Dysgu – Learning Way

An amendment was put forward for:

Heol yr Ysgol Newydd – New School Road

A vote was taken and the amendment fell by 8 votes to 2.

RESOLVED: To advise the Legal Services Directorate that the Council wish the following suggestion to be allocated to the above site:

Ffordd Dysgu – Learning Way

171 
POLLING STATIONS

Minute 125(09/97) refers

Members were advised that a letter had been received from the MP

regarding the BCBC’s proposals to review and re-site polling stations to more suitable areas.   The MP offered his support to the comments. It was hoped that this will result in increased voter turnout and make it easier for constituents to exercise their democratic right to vote. Members had been circulated with a detailed report of current Polling Stations within the Town.
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Following consideration of the content of the report, it was
RESOLVED: to forward the following observations to the Member of Parliament, copy to the Returning Officer, BCBC:


West Ward
Members feel that the electorate would benefit from an additional polling station at the lower end of the Ward,
eg lower Llwydarth Road.
East Ward

Members feel that the electorate would benefit from an additional polling station at the top end of the Ward, eg at the Masonic Hall.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
172
HIRE OF CHAMBER


          LLYNFI VALLEY HEALTH WATCH
RESOLVED:  Members agreed that the Chamber could be made available for bi-monthly meetings of the above organisation at a fee of £2.50 per session.

173
PHOTOSTAT MACHINE

RESOLVED:  Members agreed for the Clerk to obtain tenders for the replacement of the Office Photostat machine. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Past Mayor were given plenary powers to consider the Tenders, in order that a machine can be purchased/leased as soon as possible.
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RESOLVED:   That the action taken by the Planning Sub-Committee during the month of September 2007 be confirmed. 

176
PLANS

Ref


P/07/307BCB







Applicant

Executive Director of Learning



Development
Convert 1st Floor Kitchen/Bar Area to



Library & construct Gallery to 1st Floor




- amended plans.

Location

Maesteg Sports Centre off Albert Terrace.
Decision:

No observation.

Ref


P/07/306/LIS







Applicant

Executive Director of Learning



Development
Construct open gallery to 1st Floor – plus




Opening lights for ventilation to windows –




Amended plans.

Location

Maesteg Sports Centre off Albert Terrace.

Decision:

No observation.

Ref


P/07/1093/FUL







Applicant

Royal Mail Group PLC



Development
Postman’s Security Container –
                              Amended location plan

Location

Land at Griffiths Terrace Maesteg

Decision:

Support.

Ref


A/07/49/ADV

Applicant

CWS Retail Financial Services




Development
Fascia & Projected Sign



Location

Co-op Pharmacy 43 Commercial Street Maesteg

Decision:

Support
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Ref


P/07/11254/BCBC




Applicant

BCBC

Housing & Community Wellbeing, Civic Offices, Bridgend 
Development
Change of use to site and office unit and 2 parking spaces for 2 year period

Location

Coegnant Road, Caerau.

Decision:               Defer for further information.  

177
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of the above received from BCBC during the month of September 2007 were presented.
RESOLVED: That the information be noted and details made available to Members upon request.

Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council

held on 6th November 2007

………………………….

Mayor

