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 MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a Council Meeting held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 6th November 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
H Fenney (Mayor)





S B Smith, L Simmons, P John,





T T Mizen, W B Evans, P W Jenkins,





W May, L Beedle, D K Edwards,





W H C Teesdale, A Gould, S Sullivan,





J Williams.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P Simmons and G Howells.
182
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs W May, W B Evans and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllrs W May and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee.

Cllrs L Simmons & P John declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees.

-120-

Cllrs  S B Smith, L Simmons and P John declared an interest in Matters relating to Caerau Comminuties First as members of the Partnership.
Cllrs W B Evans, H Fenney and S Sullivan declared an interest in matters relating to Royal British Legion being members.

Cllrs S B Smith and W B Evans declared an interest in the Presentation to be received from A Singleton, Caerau Regeneration Officer.  Agreed to listen to the information, but to take no part in any  discussion.

183
POLICE REPORT
The Mayor welcomed the Officer to the meeting.

1. Crime Figures

The crime figures October were presented:



Caerau/Nantyffylon         72


Maesteg East

20                                                        


Maesteg West

42
The Officer reported that auto crime in Caerau/Nantyffyllon areas are up and causing problems at the moment; damage to cars in all three sectors had increased; thefts from dwellings in the West Ward high and there was a slight reduction in the crime rate in Maesteg East. 
2.  Underage drinking Maesteg & Garth Welfare Parks

Members were advised that a recent operation had targeted the above parks, alcohol had been taken from youths.  This will be an on-going issue and has received positive feedback.
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3.  PACT meetings

Funding is available for PACT priorities, allowing a recent operation to combat off road bikes when one bike was confiscated.  Members were however advised that a non-pursuit policy has been introduced across the board due to Health & Safety implications.  
Members advised that the public are happy that progress is being made.

The next Caerau PACT  is planned to take place in Nantyffyllon Library on 4th December 2007 at 6 pm.
4. Parking on pavements

It was reported that cars/vans are continually parking on pavements obstructing pedestrians passing, as well as causing damage to the blockwork.   Details were provided which included Castle Street and Commercial Street locations.  

The Officer will investigate and report back.

5.  Taxis – Somerfield Car Park

It was reported that taxis parking on top of the approach hill into the above car park are preventing the entry of the rail link bus.  It was stated that taxis should use the dedicated taxi bays.

Members were advised that this is a private car park; however, a further report will be made.

6.  Rat-on-a-rat
Members were advised following a recent operation in Caerau following information received under the above scheme, arrests had been made on drug related charges, including possession, and with intent to supply.

7.  Mill View Estate Shop

It was reported that youth annoyance and anti-social behaviour is occurring at the above, with photographs being taken and posted on the net.

This matter will be included within the Parks Operation.
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8. Caerau Square
It was reported that mini buses are continually parking on the bend, and on the island, verges and pavements meant for pedestrians not for vehicles.

Cllr Mizen reported problems created by underage drinking at this location.  Residents were very concerned.
This matter will be reported to the PCSOs for action.
Cllr John advised that with regard to the issues concerning young people, other Town & Community Councils, who have similar problems, have looked at detached youth workers, Task Teams working in partnership with them; it was suggested that the Town Council look at this.  

9. Disabled Parking Bays Commercial Street

It was stated that dispensation was being given to Taxi Drivers to use the Disabled Bays by the Traffic Wardens, preventing disabled drivers to park.  
The Officer advised that he would make enquiries and report back.

10. One Way System Talbot Street
Cllr Williams witnessed contractors driving up Talbot Street causing havoc within the Town Centre on the busiest day, Friday; contractors to be informed that this is a one way system which applies to all.
11. VANDALISM OF NEW LIGHTING SYSTEM

Cllr Fenney highlighted the recent vandalism of the new lighting system outside the Post Office and Town Hall areas, which had been reported to the Police; had the CCTV cameras recorded this incident?

It was noted that the cameras were controlled by BCBC.  
184
CAERAU REGENERATION PRESENTATION
1.  BREWERS SITE

Members were advised that the contamination issue at the site has been resolved, with Environment Agency approval.  All surveys have now been completed, all necessary permissions granted.  The next stage of the development is to secure all sources of funding, which it is hoped will be in place for a 2008 commencement date.
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Members raised concerns expressed by residents that surveyors visiting the site, are providing explanations to public or trying to allay any fears.

The Officer will make enquiries and reassure residents.

2.  CYCLE LINKS WITH AFAN VALLEY

Following the success of the cycletracks in the Afan Valley, reputed to be one of the best facilities of this type in Wales, it is hoped that it can be linked with a similar facility in Caerau, incorporating the existing rights of ways etc.  This could promote and opening up the Llynfi Valley to tourism etc.  Discussions are taking place with the Neath & Port Talbot CBC, Forestry Commission, V2C, Maesteg Ramblers and other local youth groups.  Maps and details proposals are available for inspection.

3.  HOUSING RENEWAL AREA – CAERAU

An Environmental Social and Economic Plan is being drawn up to extend the current scheme to all areas of deprived housing in Caerau.  This will offer a realistic improvement to include not only housing stock, but improve pockets of land like Brewers site etc develop the new school in Caerau.  The development of the action plan is in readiness for funding applications.
Cllr W B Evans wished it recorded that he had listened to all proposals, but not commented or taken part in the discussions.
The Mayor thanked the Officer for attending and providing updates on these projects, with which the Council is in partnership.
185
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd October 2007, together with meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee held on 17th October 2007 were read and accepted as accurate records.
MATTERS ARISING
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186
MINUTE 154

COUNCIL OFFICES

1.  CAB Lease

Details of the Members of CAB trustee Board have been received and passed to Messrs King Davies & Partners, hopefully the Lease can now be completed.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted

2.  BCBC’ occupation of the basement restroom

Copy letter received that Messrs King Davies & Partners have sent to BCBC giving two months notice as required under the terms of the provisions of the Licence agreement terminating the agreement.  BCBC have been asked to vacate the premises within the agreed period, as well as settle any rent that may be due to the end of the Licence.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted

3. Planning Application for provision of disabled access

The Clerk had received notification of planning approval in respect of the above application.  However, Mr Ferrier (Surveyor) had advised that BCBC had contacted him withdrawing the approval as CADW had not been approached for their view on the application.  

The Mayor and Clerk were advised that this is not possible without BCBC following a prescribed revocation procedure, and that until this is followed the Approval Notice remains valid.   As planning approval is required before the Council can apply for grant funding, and this matter will delay applications and therefore compromise the funding issues, Mr Ferrier was therefore asked to contact BCBC on behalf of the Council to write to BCBC Planning Directorate regarding this matter to ascertain their view. Copy of the letter sent on 18th October 2007 was provided.  
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.  Members agreed to await the response from BCBC before making progress with any funding application.
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4.  Phase III – Maesteg Regeneration

Members are advised that an internal survey was undertaken on 17th October 2007 as part of the above works affecting the carriageways and footways of Maesteg Town Centre which may result in claims for damages to the adjoining properties.  A copy of the survey will be sent to the Council for information and retention.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted

187
MINUTE 157

BCBC MAYOR’S AWARD OF CITIZENSHIP

Letter received from the Executive Director of Learning, Leisure & Community Services, BCBC, advising that the nominations submitted by Council have been approved and the recipients will be presented with their awards on 9th November 2007 at Bridgend Recreation Centre.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted

188
MINUTE 169

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Acknowledge and letters of thanks for donations granted under Section 137 of the Local Government (as amended) received from the following:



Maesteg Round Table



Mr J Thomas – Maesteg Cancer Research.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted
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189
MINUTE 173

PHOTOSTAT MACHINE

Members had been circulated with the following report:

The Clerk had met with representatives of three Companies, and obtained quotations for comparable machines which fulfil the office requirements:

Purchase Cost                 Rental Costs






          Copy Charges





3year contract

1. 
     £2400


 £48.00 pm.

    .0039p per copy

2.
     £1998


 £55.07 pm

    .0045p per copy

3.
    



 £54.60 pm

    .0065p per copy

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Past Mayor met on 11th October 2007 and considered the information presented.

It was decided to Recommend to Council that a leasing contract be entered, rather that purchase of the machine, which will allow updating on a more regular basis, negate the initial outlay and offer cheaper rates after the 3yr contract expires.

Following inspection of the machine capabilities and consideration of the above costs it was decided to accept Quotation No. 1 as stated.  

The Clerk advised that this was a Toshiba machine, available through Bridgend County Borough Supplies.

The Delegation asked the Clerk to place the order as a matter of urgency.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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190
MINUTE 174

PLANS

Arising from Planning Application No. 07/1147 concerns of residents of Lewis Road and Crown Row were raised regarding the noise and dust nuisance they are experiencing during the works associated with the former Washery site.  The Member was asked to raise this matter during the agenda item Any Other Business.

Arising from Planning Application No 07/1089 it was stated that nearby residents of these proposed postman security containers should be provided with more information on size and exact location etc.

191
MINUTE 178
PLANS
Arising from Planning Application No. P/07/11254 it was stated that there are other possible sites within the area which may have been more convenient and less intrusive.
192
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL
DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2007

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of October 2007 amounting to £10043.47, a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

CORRESPONDENCE
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193
BRIDGEND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT NETWORK

REGENERATION STRATEGY

Notice received of meeting on 23rd October 2007 at the Richard Price Centre, Llangeinor, between 9am-1pm to consult on the next stage of the Regeneration Strategy for Bridgend County Borough and allow community organisations to have their say.  

The Mayor had felt that due to the regeneration programme underway in Maesteg a delegate should attend on behalf of the Council and Cllr D K Edwards had been available and attended .
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

Cllr Edwards circulated a copy of the BCBC Vision Strategy for future for the Borough by 2021.   Within the Strategy it appears that BCBC Offices aim to be moved to Waterton.  Major Employment sites are likely to be moved away from the Valleys, leaving them as dormitory towns with links to the M4.  The new school at Caerau is a major new investment in the valley, as well as the plans for the cycle link with the Afan valley.  However no funding is earmarked, or start date planned for Phase 4 of the Maesteg Regeneration Programme.

Members were advised that assurance had been given by the Regeneration Director that applications for funding will be submitted in the future for Phase 4.
Cllr Simmons stated that regeneration is likely to be expanded to include outlying villages like Caerau.
Full details and information from the meeting are available in the Clerk’s Office.

RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.
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194
LETTERS OF SUPPORT FOR

FUNDING APPLICATIONS

The Council has been approached by the following, requesting letters of support for their individual applications for grant funding;


Cylch Meithrin y Diwlith, Bridgend Road, Maesteg


Mynydd Bach Fishing Project, Maesteg

The Mayor had authorised that the letters be provided.
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
195
DR GEOFFREY THOMAS

The Council had been advised that Dr G Thomas, a son of Maesteg, is retiring form his post as President of Kellogs College at Oxford University at the end of the current term. A farewell dinner is being held by the UALL and the Council were asked to provide a letter on behalf of the Maesteg community to wish Dr Thomas well in his retirement.

The Mayor had authorised that the letter be provided.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

196
SUMMER 2007 PLAYSCHEMES

Letter received from BCBC Play Development Officer, requesting the Council’s contribution to the above, amounting to £2854.48, which represents two playschemes held in Maesteg and Caerau.  The Council are thanked for their continued support.  Full Details of attendance figures for 2007 are to follow.
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk make arrangements to pay the Council’s contribution as pledged.
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197
BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Letter received from the Director of Legal & Democratic Services regarding the Council’s request to discuss the Aberkenfig to Maesteg road – A4063 – at a meeting of the above Forum.  Members were advised that an update report and presentation on Traffic Management & Road Safety will be made at the January meeting of the Forum.  It is felt more appropriate for all representatives of the Forum and covers issues that are relevant to all Council’s.

The function of the Forum is to consult with representatives of town and community councils on matters of mutual interest, the above topic being irrelevant to all community councils.  The Council will receive a direct reply in relation to the A4063.  

The Corporate Management Board has approved a revised procedure to the Forum meetings, which will enable all items requested for inclusion to be documented and included as part of an information report to the Forum, showing:

· Items requested to be included on the agenda

· A schedule showing when these items will be presented

· Reasons why an item is not suitable

· Possible alternative methods to address an issue raised, or offering a slight modification to the topic more appropriate to the Forum.

A written report had been circulated by the Council’s delegate, who had attended a meeting of the Forum on 29.10.07, where the above had been presented and it had been decided to await the outcome of the new format.
RESOLVED:  That the letter and information be noted.
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198
BBC WALES – SPORTS UNSUNG HERO OF 2007  

Council are asked to consider nominating someone local who helps others take part in sport in the community on a voluntary basis and makes a difference locally.  This may be in helping individuals, groups or teams at any level.

Several individuals were discussed, and it was

RESOLVED:   That Members submit names to the Clerk for referral to BBC Wales as soon as possible.

199
STATION STREET/IVOR STREET REAR LANE

A petition in respect of the above has been forwarded to BCBC on behalf of the residents as agreed and detailed in Minute 107 (September 2007).

RESOLVED:  That information be noted and await developments.
200
BCBC – TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF FERRIERS ROW, MAESTEG

Notice/traffic order received in respect of the above temporary closure required to facilitate the completion of works associated with the rail bridge at this location.  The Order will be effective on 30th October 2007 from 10.00pm until 6.00am on 31st October, or until such time as the works are complete.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted

-132-

201
WAG

FIRE & RESCUE NATIONAL 

FRAMEWORK FOR WALES

As part of the above which was published in March 2005, Performance Indicators have been reviewed as part of the work undertaken to introduce the Wales Programme for Improvement for Fire & Rescue Authorities. 

A copy of proposals on performance measurement in exercising functions on:

· Shared outcomes 

· National priorities for F & R Authorities based on targets set out in the national framework for Wales

· Core indicators (covering both corporate and operational issues)

· Local indicators.  

This is a consultation document, and responses are invited by 20th December 2007.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda at the December Meeting to allow inspection of the Document, and receive comments for submission to WAG. 

202
MAESTEG TRAIN SERVICE

Copy letter, sent to Arriva Trains, the MP and the local press, received from resident of Garth following a report to the local Police on spate of vandalism towards the above service.   Officers had been asked to make regular visits to the Garth stop, particularly, to prevent the service and station facilities being attacked.

Further letter received from the same resident referring to the above correspondence, suggesting that the Council request a meeting with the British Transport Police to discuss a strategy for dealing with vandalism, violence and anti-social behaviour on the Maesteg line.
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Members confirmed that vandals have created extensive damage to the Garth stop, as well as along the length of the line to Maesteg.  Network rail have repaired damage etc on several occasions, it was

RESOLVED: That representatives of the Transport Police be invited to attend a future meeting of the Council to discuss ways to reduce this anti social, dangerous behaviour on the Valley Line.

203
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
In accordance with Minute 86 (Christmas Lights Committee 24.07.07) the Mayor, Deputy and Clerk had met with representatives of Centregreat to discuss the 2007 Scheme, particularly in Talbot Street.

It was agreed that the Commercial Street display should be the same as in 2006 which had proved a success and shown a great improvement since the completion of Phase I of the regeneration programme.

With Phase III – Talbot Street, it was agreed that as Centregreat are the main electrical contractors for the regeneration work within this phase, they will therefore be offay with the progress of the electrical standards replacement etc.  A site inspection took place, many of the replacement posts are in situ in front of the Town Hall and Post Office and therefore all available posts will be dressed with the Council’s existing features.  

Following the inspection of the equipment which will be undertaken by Centregreat prior to the erection of the display, should any additional features be required, either to replace broken equipment or to ensure that all posts are dressed further features be purchased, with costs borne out of  Christmas lighting reserves.

The Council were advised that the cost of the scheme will be based on the itemised tender costings for the 2006 scheme.

RESOLVED:  That this action be confirmed.
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204
CHRISTMAS TREE

Centregreat advised that arrangements had been made for the purchase of the main Christmas Tree, and asked if a representative from the Council could attend with them to inspect and choose the tree.  It was agreed that the Mayor accompany Centregreat on this inspection.  Members were reminded that what seems to be a high cost for the tree, includes transportation costs etc. 

During the site visit, discussion took place regarding the new installation point for the tree.  Centregreat were advised that due to the change in location the Council had discussed the possibility of not trimming the bottom of the tree to the height, required by Highways Authority to allow access to the market steps.   

It was stated that when trees are allowed to reach pavement level, 2mt fencing is required for the whole of the circumference of the tree, and the dressing with lights will not be allowed to the base.  This is due to health & safety requirements and to prevent people climbing and vandalism.  Following inspection the circumference of the bottom of 40ft tree will be too great to allow the full tree to remain.  

It will therefore be necessary for the status quo to remain as in previous years and trim the base of the tree.  With the electrical supply now at the installation point a protective sleeve will be required up the trunk of the tree, which has been allowed for within the quotation.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
205
CENOTAPH

The Clerk reported that inspection had taken place at the Caerau Cenotaph and no work was required to the monument, other than cleaning the surrounding area which had been passed to BCBC for action.
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At the Maesteg Monument, work was not yet complete within the Regeneration Programme, and therefore it is not possible to floodlight the Cenotaph this year.  The planned floodlights are not in place due to the vandalism that has taken place to the lights installed at the front of the Post Office and Town Hall.  An alternative specification has had to be sought by the Contractor and BCBC which has caused the delay in completion.

An explanation has been passed the Royal British Legion who understand the situation, and are prepared for disruption this year.
Council noted the Armistice Services:

Caerau  -  10.30am in St Cynfelin’s Church followed by wreath laying at the Cenotaph – on behalf of the Council this to be undertaken by the Deputy Mayor.

Maesteg  -  10.00am in St David’s Church followed by wreath laying at the Cenotaph – on behalf of the Council this to be undertaken by the Mayor. The Service held in St David’s Church this year is due to the works within Phase III.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
206
MP STEERING GROUP 

Notice received of a meeting of the above to take place in Canaan Chapel, Maesteg, on 19th October 2007 at 5.30pm.

Cllr Beedle, the Council’s delegate on this Committee, to attend.
Cllr Beedle advised that following inspection, it had been agreed by the Group that Canaan is a suitable venue for the concert planned for St David’s Day 2008 with the Valley Choirs. 
RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
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207
CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL WALES

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

As members of the above, notice had been received of a Special Meeting to be held at the Carno Community Centre, Welshpool, on 17th November 2007 at 2pm.  

Full details available upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
208
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

Notice of meeting of the above to take place 6th November at 9.30am at the Innovations Centre, Bridgend Science Park, Bridgend.
Members were advised that delegates from the Llynfi Valley Health Watch attend this meeting and a report will be brought back to Council from there as appropriate.
RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
209
NEATH/PORT TALBOT COUNCIL

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

A copy of the above has been received for inspection and observations.  Comments required by 30th November 2007.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
210
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

Notice and papers received relating to a meeting of the above which took place on 11th October 2007.  Details available upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
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211
MP’S – NEWSLETTER

A copy of the Autumn issue of the above has been received and is available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
212
THE LLYNFI

A copy of the October issue of the above has been received and is available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
213
CAERAU – COMMUNITY FIRST NEWSLETTERS

A copy of the September/October issue of the above has been received and is available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
214
GROUNDWORK – BRIDGEND AND NEATH/PORT TALBOT

ANNUAL REPORT 2006/7

A copy of the above has been received and is available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
215
PLAY FOR WALES

A copy of the Autumn issue of the above has been received and is available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
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216
EUROPEAN UNION

THE BASIC ESSENTIALS

A copy of the January issue of the above Newsletter has been received and are available for inspection upon request.

RESOLVED:  That information be noted.
217   APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Cllrs Fenney and Evans declared an interest in this application and took no part in the discussion.

The Council are asked to consider supporting the 2007 appeal, cost of manufacture of the wreath is £18.00 and any contribution in excess of this will go towards the support of ex-service men and women and their families.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the Maesteg and Caerau Branch of the Royal British Legion under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2. BOBATH CYMRU

CHILDREN’S THERAPY CENTRE WALES

Letter received from Chair of Trustees of above, enclosing a supporting leaflet with information from families who have benefited through the centre’s work.  The Centre is registered charity providing specialist therapy to children from all over Wales who suffer from cerebral palsy, and are referred by their consultant paediatrician.  Children are accepted regardless of the severity of their disability and at no charge to the families.  The Council are asked to consider granting financial support to the Centre.  Annual report attached.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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3.  CAERAU COMMUNITIES FIRST PARTNERSHIP

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING

Cllrs Smith, Simmons and John declared an interest in this application and took no part in the discussion.
Letter received from the above seeking support to raise funds towards the erection of seasonal lighting in Caerau, the estimated costs are £1500.  The Council are asked to consider the request for a donation towards this project.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £250 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

218
WAG TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS

BORROWING FACILITY

A guide to the above had been circulated to Members prior to discussion, in accordance Council’s previous decision (Minute 434- March 2007 refers) to debate this matter should the necessity have arisen to raise further capital to complete the interior refurbishment of the Council Offices building to comply with DDA and H & S regulations.
It was stated that as this matter is in abeyance, awaiting the decision on planning approval (above Minute 186.3 refers)  before Council are even able to apply for grant funding,  it was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be deferred. 
219
DELEGATES REPORTS

Written reports had been circulated to Members by the Council’s delegated who had attended the following:
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PUBLIC ENQUIRY – FFOS FARM

ROW 36 – 22.10.07

Continuation of Appeal by owners into official status of Footpath 36 in the Cwmdu Valley.  

Evidence given by owners and family, followed by cross examination and witness evidence.

Allegations made by owner’s Solicitor that evidence papers were fraudulently obtained by J O’Brien.  BCBC Counsel strongly refuted this and put the onus on the applicant to justify such a serious accusation, this was withdrawn by them.

Evidence produced in many forms by BCBC with regard to the classification of the right of way and the ownership.

In 1932 MUDC received complaint from the then owners of Ffos Farm on the condition of the access road in question.  In 1933 after more complaints, MUDC agreed to resurface and make good the road.

This would not have happened if no right of way existed and the road in question was in private ownership.

Overall the landowners argument was weak, and was confined only to the evidence of family and friends.

Hopefully the Inspector will uphold the original Order to open the right of way up to the public with no modification.

The only downside being that this was a longwinded appeal, spreading over two days.


BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM - 29.10.07

Only six Town and Community Councils in attendance.

Would suggest that BCBC to inform the Clerks at least a week in advance of any meetings of the Forum.

Letter from Directorate regarding the placing of items on the agenda, introducing  changes and more expansive explanations for refusal of suggested items.  Agreed to await the outcome of the new procedure to see if it will be an improvement.  

Review of Youth Services

Concerns raised that Youth Service Review was a cost cutting exercise, which was denied by Officers.  The budget being only 
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£860,000, was not enough to involve all the youth.  BCBC works closely with all other sectors of youth workers.

Concerns again that not enough provision to include disabled youths access to the service.

Agreement to concentrate on this area and await outcome of review, sometime in November with a three month consultation period for all parties.

Data on provision with the Clerk in the Office for information.


PLANNING APPEAL HEARING – 30.10.07.
REF:  07/03 – Outline Application for 8 x 2 bedroom flats on Land adj Filco Store.
 Hermon Road, Caerau.

Appeal by owners into BCBC’s refusal for planning permission of the above.

Meeting open at 10am. 

Cllrs Smith, Hunt and Rowlands in attendance.

Inspector concentrated on whether or not the plan outweighed the environmental impact on the closer community. 

BCBC Officers offered little or no help and the local councillors spoke well on the history of the site.  The MTC Delegate supported their view and that of the residents, as agreed in the Council’s original objections to the proposals.

No written evidence produced by BCBC Highways Section to support the Councillors.

Residents spoke of their concerns and also of the benefits of having this parking area over the years.

Adjournment to meet on site in the afternoon, to allow the Inspector to view the area.  Residents, Councillors and Officers attended the site, when objections were re-iterated.

The WAG Inspector thanked everyone, and left to consider the evidence presented before making the final decision, which will be forwarded in due course.  

Paperwork relating to the Appeal is in the Clerk’s Office for information.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
220
MAESTEG WELFARE PARK BOWLING GREEN/PAVILION
Reference was made to complaints received regarding the condition of the above where there is a drainage problem.  The Bowling Club who operate from the Green have had to cancel games during the summer with the Green waterlogged, and are concerned that by next year matters will be worse unless remedial work is undertaken during the winter period.  The Club are also very concerned regarding the condition of the Pavilion at Maesteg Welfare Park which could deter visiting clubs from attending.
RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda at the Council’s next meeting for further discussion.

221
ENTRANCE TO WASHERY SITE

Complaints have been received from residents of Lewis Road and Crown Row suffering from works underway in the above area.  It was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda at the Council’s next meeting for further discussion.

222
HIGHWAY SAFETY – EAST WARD

Suggestions to remedy problems in Bridgend Road had been put forward regarding the above, it was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda at the Council’s next meeting for further discussion.
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223
FOOTPATH – FERRIERS ROW TO SOMERFIELD STORE

The Clerk advised that specifications for the above suggested footpath had finally been received from Somerfield, which is a requirement within the approval agreement.    It was stated that this area may fall within the safe route to school proposals, it was therefore

RESOLVED:  That 

1. In view of the above this matter be deferred until February.
2. Tenders be sought for the work as specified, in readiness for future discussion and consideration.
224
PLANS  
Cllrs W B Evans, W May W H C Teesdale and S B Smith left the meeting and took no part in the planning discussions.

Ref


P/07/1170/OUT

Applicant

Coytrahen Estate




c/o Ferrier Williams

Development
Dwelling House

Location

60-61 Treharne Road, Caerau

Ref


P/07/1121/FUL

Applicant

S Jones




55 Cemetery Road, Maesteg 

Development
Single Storey attached garage

Location

55 Cemetery Road, Maesteg   

Ref


P/07/1242/FUL

Applicant

G E Carpentry Services Ltd




Forge Industrial Estate, Maesteg

Development
Installation of wood fired burner to provide heating for factory
Location

G E Carpentry Services, Forge Estate, Maesteg
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Ref


A/07/56/ADV

Applicant

CWS Retail Financial Services




53 Century House, Manchester

Development
1 x fascia sign & 1 x d/s projecting sign

Location

Co-op Travel Store, 5 Talbot Street, Maesteg.

Ref


P/07/1262/FUL

Applicant

K Clark




c/o 14 Church Street, Maesteg

Development
Conversion of workshop store to 2 bedroom dwelling & integral garage

Location

84a Llwydarth Road, Maesteg

Ref


P/07/1271/FUL

Applicant

J Davies




c/o J D Stores, 9 Sanderling Way, Porthcawl

Development
New shop front & alterations to front elevation with Resurfacing of roof

Location

142 Commercial Street, Maesteg  

Ref


P/07/1278/FUL

Applicant

l Lewis




c/o 5 Ebenezer Terrace, Blackmill 

Development
Two storey side extension

Location

37 Cwrt Coed Parc, Maesteg 

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT  the above applications.

Ref


P/07/1281/FUL

Applicant

Alkare Ltd




P O Box 543, Swansea

Development
Change of use from C3 residential dwelling to C2 
residential care home with other works & driveway for 8 vehicles.

Location

The Vicarage, Vicarage Terrace, Maesteg
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RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above application, making the observation that the Tree Preservations Orders within the site must be adhered to.

Ref


P/07/1227/BCBC

Applicant

Executive Director – Learning, BCBC,




Sunnyside, Bridgend

Development
New build primary school inc. New access




Infrastructure & Services – affecting Footpath 3a

Location

Site south of Pleasant View, Caerau.

Ref


P/07/1196/FUL

Applicant

S G Williams




Maes y Cal, Alfred Street, Maesteg

Development
Erection of 3 x 5 bedroom detached houses




Affecting footpaths 43 & 44

Location

Plots 1, 2 & 3 adj Celtic Club, Maesteg.

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT  the above applications, providing the footpaths are maintained, reinstated or diverted as necessary.
Ref


P/07/1240/FUL

Applicant

R Keagle 




70 Mill View, Maesteg

Development
Raise roof level & convert loft dormer

Location

70 Mill View, Maesteg

RESOLVED:  That the Council make no observations on this proposal.
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225
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of decisions taken by Bridgend County Borough Council were presented to Members.

RESOLVED:  That details are made available to Members upon request.

226
PLANNING APPEAL HEARING

Notice received in respect of an informal Hearing to be held into the appeal against BCBC’s refusal to permit the following proposed developments:

Ref


P/07/258/FUL

Applicant

P Lewis

Development
Conversion of farm building into a dwelling

Location

Blaencwmdu Farm, Maesteg

Ref


P/07/905/FUL

Applicant

P Lewis

Development
Conversion of farm building into a dwelling

Location

Blaencwmdu Farm, Maesteg

Reasons for refusals:

1.  The site lies in the countryside and the proposal constitutes an unacceptable and sporadic development contrary to Policy EV1 of the UDP.

2.  The development by virtue of its scale and design be visually obtrusive and out of character with the surrounding landscape and therefore contrary to Policies EV6, EV7 and EV45 of the UDP.

RESOLVED:  That the Council support the Planning Authority’s decision.
Read and accepted at
a meeting of the Council

held on 5th December 2007

………………………..

Mayor

