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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL
COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held at Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Tuesday, 5th June 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
H Fenney  (Mayor)




S B Smith, P Simmons, P John, T T Mizen,




W B Evans, W May, D K Edwards, A Gould, 





S Sullivan and J Williams.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs L Beedle, P W Jenkins,

W H C Teesdale, L Simmons, C Norton and G Howells. 

22
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W B Evans, W May and S B Smith declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllr P John declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as an employee of the Authority. 
Cllrs W B Evans, W May and S Sullivan declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB as members of the Management Committee.

Cllrs W B Evans, P John and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee.

Cllrs W B Evans and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Maesteg Gleemen as a patron and member of the Choir.

Cllr P Simmons declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as an employee of that Authority.
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23
BREWERS SITE CAERAU

The Mayor welcomed Mr Aled Singleton to the meeting to provide a progress report on the above. 
Cllrs W May and W B Evans took no part in the discussion on this item.
Mr Singleton presented plans and proposals for the above site, to include during Phase I a Multi Use Games Area which will cost in the region of £120,000 including drainage works etc., and the Town Council’s contribution of £10,000 towards this cost is much appreciated.  A garden area is planned for Phase II, with a play area for Phase III.
Questions were raised regarding the contamination of the site, whether it is likely to be cleared or made safe, and how?  

Members were advised that there are no funds available to clear the area of contamination which exists. However, advice has been received that providing the area, which is currently capped with concrete, is not disturbed progress can be made.  This matter will be investigated by Planning in line with the planning application and it was advised that BCBC purchased this area approximately 10 years ago.  

Council are pleased that progress can be made on this long outstanding project, and that the work to be undertaken is in line with local wishes, following public consultation and involvement.

The Mayor thanked Mr Singleton and Mr Dubens for attending.     

24
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 1st May 2007, together with the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 22nd May 2007 were read and accepted as a true record.

-10-
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted signed by the Mayor.


MATTERS ARISING

25
MINUTE 500

PACT MEETINGS

The Clerk advised that the next East and West Ward PACT meetings will be combined and held at the Council Chamber on Monday,

2nd July 2007 at 6.30pm.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

26
MINUTE 500.5 (c)
OAKWOOD DRIVE

Letter received from BCBC Transportation Department stating that the parking problems are well known to the Authority following previous complaints from residents and Members.
In 1999 following a limited investigation into the problems it was found that there was a need to devise a system whereby they could be consistently prioritised in accordance with Government Directives, and resultant policy adopted by BCBC that any available funding is currently used to address sites/routes where a high number of personal injury accidents have been recorded.  This database contains details reported to Police and is regularly updated.
The reason that damage only accidents are not considered when assessing a location is that changes in recording procedures were introduced by the Home Office some years ago and they are not recorded.  
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Between January 2001 and September 2006 no injury accidents are recorded and BCBC are therefore unable to prioritise works in Oakwood Drive.  The request for an extension to parking restrictions at this location has however been added to the list of over 400 locations awaiting further investigation when funding becomes available.  
Police already have powers under the Road Traffic Act to deal with drivers who cause an obstruction, drive over a footway or park in a dangerous manner and Police have been asked to pay attention in this area.  This matter will be raised at the next meeting of the Safer Bridgend Meeting with Police.
The request for pedestrian guard railings to be installed, this is not designed to prevent vehicles mounting footways, merely to channel pedestrians to a safe crossing point.  It is designed to crumple on impact , and could therefore cause injuries to pedestrians.  The only type of barrier designed to restrain vehicles in Armco, used in motorways, or the type used in dual carriageways.  Bridge parapet railings gives the least on impact but may not prevent a vehicle from mounting the footway.
None of the above would prevent a vehicle form mounting or partially mounting the footway and therefore their installation at this location is not appropriate and would not be considered.  

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted, with a copy of the response sent to the complainant. 

27
MINUTE 506

SAFE ROUTE TO SCHOOL

Arising from the above letters received from the following:
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1.  Mrs J Gregory AM

Full support for the Council campaign to achieve a safe route along Bridgend Road to the new Comprehensive School offered and would like to see more schools benefit from the Safe Route to Schools scheme.  Please keep advised of progress, any further assistance required contact again.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

2.  Mr H Irranca-Davies MP

Thanks the Council for keeping him advised and offer continued support to the campaign.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

3.  H Anthony – BCBC Director of Education Leisure & Community Services

Acknowledgement received, full response to follow.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

4.  WAG Road Safety Unit

The safe route to school initiative has been a success across Wales, and WAG recently announced funding of over £5m for these projects in 2007-8, while BCBC was allocated £245,000 for submitted schemes within their area.    As previously stated by WAG it would have expected BCBC to consider the whole issue to safe travel to school as part of the PFI initiative.  It is entirely a matter for BCBC to decide how they progress this scheme and will need to investigate what sources of funding are available to them.  This matter should be pursued with them direct.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
-13- 
5.  Maesteg Comprehensive School
Copy letter received from the Head to BCBC regarding the necessity for a safe route to the new school.  BCBC were asked to provide a copy of the bid submitted to the WAG in 2004, the timescale for submitting further bids for grants and for the procedure for travel plans and Safe Route to School.  Council were asked to endorse this request.
Following a discussion
RESOLVED:  That a letter of support be sent to the Head of the Maesteg Comprehensive School.

28
MINUTE 509

MAESTEG REGENERATION PHASE III

The Clerk presented copies of public Notices received from BCBC in respect of the following:
· Talbot Street, Maesteg

Temporary One way traffic system 
· Talbot St/Church St, Maesteg

(Revocation) (variation) (prohibition of waiting/loading and unloading) (prohibition of waiting) (loading/unloading bay) (limited waiting).

· Talbot Street, Maesteg 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1967 – Section23 (Pedestrian Crossing Order 2007)

Members noted the information. However, it was stated that reports 

have been received that the number of  workers that the contractor 

has on site has diminished and that the workforce had been 
transferred to other schemes in other areas.  Reference was made to 
the delays during Phase I, stating that this must not be allowed to 

happen within Phase III.
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Members were reminded that BCBC Officers from the Regeneration

Unit are available in the Council Chamber every Thursday morning.

It was also stated that delays may now occur as the above one-way 
Traffic Order cannot be enforced until the strengthening work to the 

Bridge at Bridge Street has been completed.  

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to BCBC expressing concerns.
29
MINUTE 520

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Acknowledgement received from:

· Wales Air Ambulance

· Maesteg Arts Society

for the donations received detailed in Minute 520. 


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
30
MINUTE 525

BYELAW TO PREVENT DRINKING ALCOHOL IN PUBLIC PLACES
Clerk advised that acknowledgement to the Council’s request detailed in Minute 525 has been received from the BCBC Legal & Democratic Services Directorate, who is holding discussions with the South Wales Police and the Council’s Parks Department with a view to producing a report in due course.

RESOLVED:  That the Council await further developments.
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31
MINUTE 6 – 2007/8


GOVERNING BODIES OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS

The Clerk advised that information had been received that
Cllr P Simmons had resigned form the Blaenllynfi Infant School Governing Body in February 2007, which was confirmed by BCBC.  

During a discussion, it was stated that Cllr Mizen is currently a
co-opted Community Governor on this Board, with Cllr L Simmons also sitting as an LEA Governor and Cllrs Smith and Hunt as BCBC representatives on this Board of Governors.   It was
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Mizen replace Cllr P Simmons as the minor authority representative and BCBC be so advised.

32
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL 

DURING THE MONTH OF MAY 2007

Reference was made to the payment listed for paint regarding the  Llwynderw railings. The Council were advised that only one more payment for paint was anticipated as the work is almost complete.  Members stated that the work had much improved the area, and it was

RESOLVED:  That a letter of thanks be sent to the BCBC Youth Offending Team for the work undertaken. 

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of May 2007 amounting to £4014.37; a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.


CORRESPONDENCE
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33
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
The Mayor had attended upon the following couple, celebrating their 65th Wedding Anniversary, and presented them with a bouquet of flowers and letter of congratulations on behalf of the Council:

Mr & Mrs M Jones, 13 Brynmawr Place, Maesteg.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed, with payments borne out of Part B of Mayor’s Allowance.

34
100TH BIRTHDAY

A letter of congratulations and bouquet of flowers had been sent to:

Mrs K Short at Glan yr Afan Residential Home in Ynysawdre 

who is a former resident of Caerau, upon the celebration of her 100th birthday.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed, with payments borne out of Part B of Mayor’s Allowance.

35
BEREAVEMENT

A letter has been sent to Cllr & Mrs S B Smith relaying the Council’s condolences following the death of his father-in-law.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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36
FIRST CYMRU

MAESTEG-BRIDGEND SERVICE

The former Mayor, Cllr May, had received complaints regarding the above, where buses are reportedly not using the hydraulic lift/drop to enable disabled passengers access and egress to the vehicles, being told by the drivers that the system is not working.  On one occasion at the Crown Row stop, passengers had to dismount from the bus to assist a disabled lady off, when she had been informed that the bus was not adapted.  A letter had been sent to First Cymru asking them to investigate this matter, as Cllr May had great difficulty in accepting that the Company sent out vehicles that are not fit for purpose.
Acknowledgement received, awaiting full results of investigation being undertaken.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed, and the Council await the outcome of the investigation. 
37
COUNCIL OFFICES

1.  Mr Ferrier (Surveyor) had attended to take photographs etc in order to provide BCBC with additional information requested in support of the planning application for disabled access lift submitted to them for consideration. 

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

2.  Letter received from Messrs King Davies & Partners advising that CAB have now agreed the terms of lease, as agreed by Council.  Consultation is now taking place to ascertain details of the Trustees and a copy of the rules of CAB in order that the Lease can be completed. 

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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3.  Meeting held with Messrs King-Davies & Partners, The Mayor and Property Section BCBC to discuss access to the rear of the building as previously discussed by Council.  
Mr Morgan outlined the Council’s request for a disabled/pedestrian gate to be placed in the market fence to allow access to a proposed lift into the Council Offices building.  The Town Council have suggested that if the gate is erected at BCBC’s expense it will waive rent due on the Restroom currently occupied by the street cleaners.

Ms Castle confirmed that the Technical Department are unable to pay rent. Mr Morgan advised that the Council insist that rent should be payable for the room stressing that BCBC require the use of the room for convenience and that the Town Council could utilise the area  if/when vacated.

It was stressed that the Council already have a right of access over the land within the conditions of sale, which was included for the above reason.  However, the Council are prevented the use of this right of access due to the locked gates.  

It was stated that emergency services do not have access to the rear of the building in the event of fire, due to the locked market gates.  

Ms Castle was advised that a gate at the suggested site is required, fitted with a bell (or similar) and would be kept locked until required during evening periods only, in order to maintain security for the market area. 

Suggested rent due on restroom is approx. £500 per annum.

First year agreed rent free – period ended December 2005.
Currently due at above rent (to be agreed) – to period ending
December 2007 - £1000.

Recommendation:  that a total of five year period rent free be allowed - ending December 2009 – to cover cost of gate etc.
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Cllrs May, Evans and Smith took no part in this item.

During a discussion it was stated that the recommendation was perhaps too lenient as the cost of the gate is likely to be less than the £2500 which would be due in rent for the five year period. However, as explained this placed the decision firmly with BCBC to co-operate for the benefit of all concerned.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Recommendation be confirmed.
It was noted that a written approval from BCBC was awaited.  Members felt that an urgent response to this suggestion is now required and the Clerk was asked to ask Messrs King-Davies & Partners to chase BCBC on this issue.
4.  Letter received regarding Fire Risk Assessment for the Council Offices, from Orchard Risk Assessment Services providing quote for:

Written report and summary of significant findings - £250


Fire Safety Training for staff and occupiers -  £10 per person
  
(Minimum of 10 persons)
The Clerk advised that the Council nor WAG hold any record of registered companies offering this service.

It was stated that this Risk Assessment  is required by law, and it was therefore
RESOLVED:  That the above quotation be accepted for the survey, report and summary of findings in the sum of £250.00, with fire safety training to be discussed at a later date.
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38
TOWN COUNCIL COAT OF ARMS

Letter received from H Irranca-Davies MP advising that he is compering a concert in September at the Sports Centre where the three local male voice choirs are joining forces, to raise funds for the Patients Panel at the Llynfi Surgery.  The Council are asked to consider allowing the joint Choir – Cor Undebol Cwm Llynfi – to use the Coat of Arms as an emblem for the period ahead.

Following a discussion when it was stated that this combined choir will jointly represent the Town at various venues, it was
RESOLVED:  That permission be granted for the use of the Coat of Arms to promote Cor Undeol Cwm Llynfi only, but not the Choirs individually.

39
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE – MAESTEG CAR PARK

Letter received from BCBC advising that there are no detailed records available of costs relating to the above for the two years prior to their closure.  Records generally relate to the combined maintenance costs for all Council owned conveniences.
Letters received from SHOUT and LLYNFI VALLEY HEALTH WATCH supporting the Council efforts to achieve an additional public toilet with the Town Centre, which is essential to public health.  Facilities should be available over a longer period than currently provided, due to coach pick ups etc.
During a discussion it was stated that when the Council’s budgetry commitment allow, funds must be allocated to the provision of a replacement toilet at the car park.   Members also appreciate the support from local organisations, it was 
RESOLVED:  That copies of the above letters be sent to BCBC.
-21-
40
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE REVIEW 

Letter received from BCBC enclosing report to Cabinet together with Minutes (part) of the meeting held in January 2007.  Members are asked to consider a recommendation in the Minute:

‘that a consultation with Community Council is undertaken in locations where there is a proposal to close public conveniences’

Members are therefore asked for their observations.  

List with proposed actions provided.  
Following a long discussion during which Members expressed total opposition to the closure of any of the urinal/toilets within the area and reference was made to the level of investment planned to refurbish public conveniences in Porthcawl compared to the amount allocated to Maesteg, it was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda of the next Council Meeting for further discussion, with a copy of the report sent to Members for information. 

41
BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

1.  Letter received from Brackla Community Council advising that it had written to BCBC requesting a review of the above Forum’s constitution, as it considers that the Committee should consist solely of representatives from Town & Community Councils rather that having seats held by Borough Councillors.  
A copy of the response received from BCBC was enclosed, stating that this Forum is a formal committee of BCBC and as such it is not possible for the Authority to have a committee which does not consist of its own Members.  Brackla Community Council are advised that whilst is it preferred that any issue with the current arrangements are discussed openly, there is nothing in law which prevents Town and Community Councils meeting without BCBC members involvement in another setting.
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The Council is asked for its comments.

During a discussion reference was made to the aims of the TCCSCC established to allow town and community councils to co-ordinate and discuss issues without BCBC involvement.  Disappointingly this committee was dissolved in 2006 due to lack of support from other community councils in the Borough.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted 

2.  Arising from Minute 511 where BCBC were requested to consider the issue of safety measures on the Maesteg/Aberkenfig Road for inclusion in the next Forum meeting agenda, a letter dated 21st May received advising that the meeting is cancelled, enclosing copy letter from the Transportation Section answering the point (copy  provided to Members) providing results of a consultants survey in 2003, to assess where the implementation of road safety measures would be appropriate to reduce the occurrence of personal injury along this road.  
It was noted that £80,000 has been spent on implementing a road safety scheme on this highway, between Coytrahen and Llangynwyd, resulting in an estimated 70% reduction in accidents.  Speed restriction was considered but discounted as it was considered that drivers involved in accidents were travelling too fast for the conditions and not breaking the speed limit.  Due to the long straight stretches a lower speed limit would be largely ignored by drivers if road conditions suggested that a higher speed can be achieved.  This principle is central to the current government speed limit guidelines.

Permanent speed cameras on the A4063 is not considered to the most appropriate action as travelling above the speed limit only contributed to a very small proportion of the accidents studied.  A reduction in speed limit and installation of a camera would only be effective on a short section of this road rather than address the issue along its length.
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Comparison figures to national average were provided.  New guidelines are awaited from the WAG before BCBC will consider undertaking a review.  Any further queries on this point should be addressed to that Section.

During a discussion it was stated that the total accidents may be below the national expectations for this type of road. However, many of the accidents occurred have been fatal accidents. 

Reference was also made to the need to have good strategic logistics to encourage new employers into the Valley, to replace the major companies that are closing.  Additional traffic is expected on this section of highway once the new Welsh Medium Comprehensive school is opened.   Volume surveys are undertaken every year.

RESOLVED: To await developments. 
42
RIGHTS OF WAY

AGENCY AGREEMENT 2007/8

Letter received from BCBC regarding the above, reminding Members of the current status, and previous allocation per km to Council’s with agency agreements.  Following receipts of the claims for payments for 2006/7 only half the Councils in the scheme spent their total allocation.  The ROW Section is fully aware that the scheme is very effective in helping ensure that the row network remains open and available for use, but disappointed that the available resources are not being utilised.   Councils are asked for their view, and why allocations are not been taken advantage of.  
The allocation for 2007/8 has been increased by 2.3% to £44 per km - £2937.00 -  with two claims payable during the year on 31.10.07 and 31.03.08, which should include copy invoices with details of footpaths cleared, cost and details of works undertaken, together with vat inclusion or exclusion.
-24-

Members expressed surprise that some Council’s are not utilising their full allocation to ensure that the ROW network is open and available for the public.  It was
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted
43
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

KEY STAKEHOLDER FORUM MEETING
Invitation received from BCBC Planning Department for one representative to attend a meeting of the above to be held at the Bridgend Rugby Club on 28th June 2007 – 9.30-1.00pm. The day will comprise of short presentations, discussion groups with question and answer sessions on the LDP’s Regional context, a draft Vision, draft Strategic Options and draft Preferred Options.   Copy of the Terms of Reference for the Forum enclosed and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That Cllr H Fenney, Mayor, attend on behalf of the Council.

44
BCBC – PROHIBITION OF WAITING

NANTYFFYLLON

Copy of Public Notice received in respect of:

Brown Street, John Street, High Street, Coronation Terrace, Picton Street, Hill Street, Grove Street, Barnardo Street, Homfray Street, and unnamed street leading from Picton to Heol Tywith.

together with plan relating to the above for an accident remedial scheme.  Details available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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45
BUS STOP/SHELTER, CYMMER HILL, CAERAU

E-mail received from Cllr John advising that:
1.  Buses are dropping people off at the junction of Victoria/Protheroe Street and now at the designated bus stop causing congestion and danger.

2.  the bus shelter outside Caerau Church on Cymmer Hill is need of attention.  This shelter is owned by the Town Council.  It was advised that the Clerk has made enquiries with BCBC regarding the current status of the Upper Llynfi Valley Bus Corridor scheme, which was to replace/repair shelters – WAG funding for scheme withdrawn – no available funding for this scheme in the foreseeable future.

During the discussion Members were advised that buses now are allowed to drop off passengers at their request. However, the rules of the road must be followed and this must be undertaken in a safe manner without causing obstruction.
RESOLVED 1:  That the Clerk contact First Cymru relaying this complaint.

The Clerk advised that tenders had been sought for the repair to the bus shelter at Blaencaerau. However, no quotes had been received from local contractors.
RESOLVED 2:  That the Clerk seek tenders for the repairs to the above shelter, and also once again to the shelter at Blaencaerau Road.

46
CAMPAIGN FOR THE PROTECTION OF RURAL WALES

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Notice received that the annual member subscription is due.  Costs – minimum £20 per annum..
RESOLVED:  That the Council renew its membership for the ensuing year.
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47
NOAHS ARK APPEAL

Copy of the Spring 2007 Newsletter received and available to Members upon request.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

48
EUROPEAN UNION

REGIONAL POLICY

Copy of the March 2007 Newsletter received and available to Members upon request.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

49
BRACKLA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Copy of the 2007 Newsletter received and available to Members upon request.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

50
CAERAU COMMUNITIES FIRST

Copy of the May 2007 Newsletter received and available to Members upon request.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

51
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  MAESTEG SHOTOKAN KARATE CLUB

Letter received from the Senior Instructor of the above, which is committed to developing extra circular physical activity with children.  
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As part of the Welsh Karate Union and Sports Council for Wales, the club is the only association in Wales affiliated by the Welsh Karate Governing Body.
As a result of new regulations, further safety equipment is required to safeguard the 49 children who attend the Club.  The Council are asked to consider donating funds towards this equipment to ensure that the Club can continue providing this opportunity to local children.

Balance sheet available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the above Club under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2.  LLYNFI  DANCE ACADEMY

Letter received from the above dance group which started four years ago and competes at least twice a year.  The Council are asked to consider providing a grant towards costumes etc.

The Clerk had sought further information and a balance sheet.  Advised Members that no balance sheet was available as any funds collected through sponsored activities are immediately utilised for trophies/medals etc and ticket sales from the presentation evening were used for costumes for dance Competitions.  

The Group are to take part in the Welsh Dance Finals in Powys on 
29th April 2007 and on 13th May 2007 in the Welsh Street Dance preliminary qualification round of the World Championships. 

The Group of approximately 50-60 4-18 year olds practice at the Maesteg Sports Centre. Balance Sheet and further information provided.
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £200 to the above Club under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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3.  AIR CADETS – 631 (MAESTEG) SQUADRON

Letter received from the Committee Chair asking the Council to consider contributing towards the financing of two of the Maesteg Cadets, who will be taking part in a gruelling March in July/August 2007.  Both cadets have been selected to represent the Squadron and have to fund themselves to the tune of £200.00 each.  The ATC is overseen by the RAF but receives no funding from them.  

Balance Sheet requested.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 (£50 to each participating cadet) to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

4.  MAESTEG GLEEMEN

DUNRAVEN – BRIDGEND COUNTY YOUNG SINGER OF THE YEAR

Letter received from the Secretary of the Gleemen regarding the above Competition which is sponsored by Dunraven Windows.  The objective is to foster young talent and encourage performance of classical music by young vocalists, promoting community awareness and supporting awareness in the performing arts and an opportunity for young people to showcase their talent, all of whom are resident of Bridgend County.   Over the last five years the enormity of the Competition has become more apparent, requiring local backing from schools local authorities, sponsors etc.  

For this competition to continue top succeed support is essential.  2007 Financial Statement provided, which shows a loss of £426.16 – total balance of £1256.72.  This jeopardises the 2008 event as an operating balance in excess of £3500 is required.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the above  under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

-29-
5.  CHILDREN WITH LEUKAEMIA

Several letters received from different celebrities supporting the above Charity, the most recent dated 21.05.07 asking the Council to continue supporting this important Charity which hopes to promote research and make medical advances to eradicate this cruel disease in children.  

On 4th July it is hoped that 6000 children, from hospitals special homes and schools across the country, will be given the opportunity to attend the Charity’s 20th Children’s Party organised by volunteers.  The Council are asked to donate by sponsoring a child at £10 each.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50 to the above  under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

52
ACCOUNTS 2006/7
The Clerk read a letter from the Wales Audit Office, responding to the Council’s complaint that the newly appointed auditor for town and community council’s in Wales for the foreseeable future is based in Southampton.  Council were advised that One Voice Wales was consulted on the appointment strategy and several medium sized Wales based firms were made aware that contract notices would be published inviting tenders for this work.  

Only one Welsh company tendered for community council work.  Tenders were evaluated on auditors best able to understand and deliver the public service nature of the work, and have a proper knowledge of Local Government Law, emphasis was also placed on geography and language factors alongside knowledge and experience.  

Price was not considered, as fees had already been set by the Auditor General for Wales.  
Therefore, Mazars’ appointment has been put into effect and the Notice of Appointment enclosed and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That this information be noted.
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Letter received from Mazars LLP providing arrangements for the audit of the accounts for 2006/7.  Completed Annual Return to be submitted by 30th September.

A copy of the Accounts and Financial Report for 2006/7 had been circulated to Members for inspection which Members now considered.  All papers relating to the accounts were available for inspection and cross reference.  Members were reminded that at present the information received is confidential, as the public inspection period specified by Audit Commission has not yet commenced; also that personal details which may be included are covered by the Data Protection Act.  Several questions were raised and answered by the RFO and it was
RESOLVED:  That the Accounts be accepted, approved and signed by the Mayor for the relevant year.  Arrangements be made for the Internal Audit of the Accounts in readiness for the exercise of electors’ rights and submission to Mazars by the relevant date. That the internal audit to be undertaken by the Independent Auditor,
Mr M Evans, Ridgewood Associates Limited, as agreed and confirmed by Council (Minute No 75 –June 2003). 

53
PUBLIC SEAT AT CROWN ROAD, MAESTEG 
The Clerk advised that BCBC had visited the site and verbally approved the replacement of the seat at Crown Road.  No planning permission is required. However, a Licence is required by BCBC which will include a clause for one month’s notice to remove or relocate by either side, should the land be required for an alternative purpose.
RESOLVED:  That the await the Draft Licence, and following scrutiny, if appropriate be signed by the Mayor.

The Clerk presented details of specifications of several seats (suppliers recommended by BCBC), together with quotations received for the purchase of the seat, which were fit for purpose and meeting health & safety requirements, which had been studied by the Mayor, Past Mayor together with other East Ward Members.
An all steel fully welded 2400mm     £643.00
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The Clerk had approached several local contractors for tenders. However, only one had been received.  The Clerk was instructed to provided details of the quotation to Council, as follows:

· Attend site, clear ground evacuate to reduce levels and supply and lay 150mm thick compacted layer of Type 1 sub-base.

· Blind surface of sub-base with fine stone dust.

· Supply and erect formwork 150mm high to perimeter of concrete base and set bench level for building into concrete
· Supply and lay 150mm thick bed of 40N/mm2  to a plan size of 3.00 x 1.00m, apply brush finish with bullnose trowelled margin to perimeter

· Remove formwork upon set of concrete and reinstate ground up to perimeter of new concrete base.

· Clean up and leave site neat and tidy          £768.85 + vat.

Council were also advised that the Company will not be held responsible for any vandalism or theft of the bench whilst concrete is setting, and the safer option may be to bolt the bench in place, when set, rather that sink extended legs into the concrete.
RESOLVED:  That the above quotation be accepted and that the work be undertaken once the Licence has been received and signed.

54
DELEGATES  REPORTS
Cllr Fenney had attended a presentation, with Cllr May, by the Army to promote awareness and understanding of how the Regular and Territorial Arm operate and interact with other sections of society.
Information received is available for inspection in the Clerk’s office.

Recruitment in Wales is falling; problems experienced regarding accommodation – it is hoped that service families be accepted into communities.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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55
LLYNFI VALLEY CIVIC AMENITY SITE

Due to the amount of plastic packaging/bottles in circulation, Members were asked if a letter could be sent to BCBC requesting a skip be introduced at the above Site for plastics, so that it can be recycled.  Council were advised that currently plastic is removed from refuse and recycled from Crumlin Burroughs.  However, it was

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to BCBC.
56
PLANS

Ref


P/07/565/FUL.CE

Applicant

Bro Morgannwg NHS Trust




71 Quarella Road, Bridgend

Development
Conservatory to south west elevation

Location

Maesteg General Hospital, Neath Road, Maesteg

Ref


P/07/449/LAE/AG

Applicant

Mrs Jieping XU




19B High Street, Nantyffyllon 
Development
Certificate of Lawfulness (existing)

Location

19B High Street, Nantyffyllon

Ref


P/07/529/FUL/CE

Applicant

M Walker




15 Heol Elfed, Maesteg

Development
Proposed side extension to additional living accommodation 
RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the applications.

Ref


P/07/571/FUL/CE



Applicant

S Lloyd




23 Heol y Llwyni, Maesteg

Development
Extension to front of dwelling to provide increased 




Living accommodation & entrance

Location

23 Heol y Llwyni, Maesteg
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RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the application providing the proposed extension falls in line with the existing street scene.

57
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS
Details of decisions taken by BCBC received to date, available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the details be made available upon request.
58
PLANNING APPEAL
Appeal lodged with WAG in respect of the following proposal, for which planning approval has been denied for the stated reasons:

Ref


P/07/174/FUL

Applicant

Mr & Mrs Ford

Development
Loft conversion with velux roof lights to front &




Rear flat roof dormer

Location

3 Caergymrig, Maesteg 

Reason:    

The proposed extension will have a detrimental impact on the 

appearance of the host dwelling and the wider street scene, contrary to Policy EV45 of the Unitary Development Plan and the advice contained within the Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance.

Comments/observations required by 26th June 2007.

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the Planning Authority. 

Read and accepted at a 
Meeting of the Council
held on 3rd July 2007
………………………

Mayor

