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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg , on TUESDAY, 3rd July 2007.
PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:

H Fenney (Mayor)






S B Smith, P John, G Howells,





W H C Teesdale, J Williams, S Sullivan,






W B Evans, P W Jenkins, W May, L Beedle, 

D K Edwards.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: L Simmons, P Simmons, 

T T Mizen and C Norton.

59
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs W B Evans, W H C Teesdale, W May and S B Smith declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllr P John declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as an employee of the Authority. 
Cllrs W B Evans, G Howells, W May and S Sullivan declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB as members of the Management Committee.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle, P John and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee.
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Cllrs W B Evans and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Maesteg Gleemen as a patron and member of the Choir respectively.

Cllr G Howells declared an interest in items relating to Wales Audit due to employment connections.

60 
PRESENTATION TO CLLR WB EVANS
IN RECOGNITION OF 40 YEARS CONTINUOUS PUBLIC SERVICE REPRESENTING THE EAST WARD
His Worship the Mayor, on behalf of the Council, expressed extreme pleasure and honour to make a presentation to Cllr W B Evans in recognition of his continuous 40 years service as an East Ward Member.  Cllr Evans first represented the community on the Maesteg Urban District Council, then Ogwr Borough Council and Maesteg Community Council where he served as Mayor/Chairman, and currently Bridgend County Borough Council.
Cllr Evans responded with his thanks, outlining some of his memories and experiences during the last 40 years.
61
PRESENTATION BY BCBC ON

WASTE DISPOSAL MANAGEMENT

The Mayor welcomed Mr Fletcher, Assistant Director of Architectural & Technical Services, BCBC, inviting him to explain the proposed changes to the waste disposal collection service.
Members were advised that all local authorities have recycling targets to meet laid down by the WAG, with use of landfill disposal being discouraged;  taxes and costs increasing with allowances falling.  Currently BCBC are one of the leading authorities in Wales with the progress being made in its recycling policies and practises.  Great Britain’s policies are behind those undertaken in many parts of Europe where ‘plants’ are government lead; however in GB different 
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authorities are individually investigating different methods of collection etc. 
A kerbside collection pilot scheme of biodegradable kitchen waste is in operation at 9000 differing types of households throughout the Borough, as well as a scheme where 5000 ‘wheely’ bins have been distributed as a trial.  It is accepted that not all properties are suitable for this type of collection.  Information on the results of the pilot scheme together with comments received will be collated and fully considered in due course.  The majority of the comments and queries received to date have been positive.  Officers are prepared to discuss problems and visit sites to reach a compromised solution.  Composters are also available.
With the current kerbside collection, four Civic Amenity Sites and a Transfer Station in operation at Tondu by 2010 etc. BCBC are on track to meet the WAG sustainable waste management schemes.
Several comments were raised by Members and answered, including the frequency of collection.  It was stated that the schemes cannot be forced  in areas where it proves unsuccessful or difficulties are identified.  Members were assured that any problems identified, will be considered during the review of the schemes, and the public will be encouraged to submit comments/views in order that a full picture is achieved.  A copy of the presentation, including full details will be forwarded to the Clerk and available for inspection.

The Mayor thanked Mr Fletcher for attending.

62
GIDEONS PRESENTATION TO MAYOR 

The Mayor welcomed two representatives from the Gideons International who presented the Mayor with an inscribed copy of the Bible and wished him well during his year of Office.  
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63
POLICE MATTERS


The Officers apologised for non-attendance at last months meeting.


1.  Crime Figures


Members were advised of a new management system for recording crime at Headquarters, following the introduction of the new NICHE telephone procedure, which has resulted in an increase in figures due to initial teething problems.








May

June

1. Antisocial Behaviour


  12

  14

     Average

2. Sexual




    -

    1
3. Burglaries – dwellings


    -

    9

offenders are circulating/targeting different areas – arrests have increased as a result of improved identification.

4. Property crime



    8

    2

– inc. shed/garage/commercial burglaries

5. Theft of vehicles



    4

    5

Main targets in jail 
6. Theft from vehicles


    2

    3

7. Criminal Damage



  10

  16

Patterns dependant on offenders in custody

8. Violence



            10

  12

Average – domestic assaults not town centre fighting

9. Thefts





    8

  10

10. All other




    9

  21

Drug seizures, neighbourhood policing team more active 

Total





 
   63

  93


Members hoped to see a truer picture with the new system.
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2.  Blockbuster garage
Members confirmed information reported in the previous evening’s PACT meeting. Approaches had been made to the Manager of the store on the  evidence of people sleeping and drug abuse/needles, etc.

Officers advised that the site has been visited, no needles were found.  It was suggested that the garage should be secured with Sitex (heavy shutters secured by interior wires) to prevent access.   As Blockbusters has a moral obligation to protect and secure premises, particularly as this is main access to a local primary school, it was

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the store’s head office.

3.  Youth annoyance

It was reported that youths are creating a nuisance and danger riding bikes in the Town Centre, whilst there is plenty of provision for play etc in the Town.

Officers stated that an operation last year to combat youth annoyance in the Town Centre was successful, and it is intended that a similar operation be undertaken again soon.  

Officers try their best with the resources available.  Trading Standards undertake test purchasing in the area, including Bargain Booze who incidentally have not failed yet.  Staff report that the major problem is older people purchasing the alcohol for youths, fixed penalties (£80) have and will continue to be issued in these cases.     


4.  Parking – Town Centre

It was reported that on Saturday 30th June, Officers were witnessed issuing a ticket on a car parked in the lay-by outside the police station in Maesteg.  At the same time, there were motorists parked on double yellow lines opposite the police station, and even a vehicle parked on the pavement, these  were not issued with tickets.  

Officers agreed to investigate and report back at the next meeting.
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MATTERS ARISING

64
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 5th June 2007 were read and accepted as a true record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

65
MINUTE 28

PHASE III

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

1.  Letter received from the BCBC Head of Physical Regeneration regarding the concerns expressed in Minute 28 on the progress of the current phase of the Programme.  The Contractors agreed programme illustrates that work will be completed in specific phases and area, to minimise disruption to the Town.  The nature of the work required at each location dictates the effective size of the workforce on site, with the contractor entitled to manage his resources in the most efficient way.
The planned initiative time period for completion is 44 weeks, with the work reviewed and approved monthly.  Members were advised that the work has been planned with contingency, and barring unforeseen events occurring, as of 12th June 2007 the works programme indicates an agreed period for completion of 44 weeks.
2.  First and Second Public Notice and Order received in respect of the temporary suspension of the weight restriction Order at Bridge Street, Maesteg.
3.  Second Notice and Order received in respect of Temporary One Way traffic system Order 2007 at Talbot Street, Maesteg. 
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Members stated that in several areas of the work in Talbot Street water is ponding and surfaces need attention.  This matter will be reported to Offices during the weekly Thursday surgery in the Council Chamber.
RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

66
MINUTE 36

FIRST CYMRU

Meeting arranged with First Cymru representatives – 5th July 2007 10am. 
67
MINUTE 37

COUNCIL OFFICES, MAESTEG 

1.  Letter received from Messrs King Davies & Partners enclosing copy reminder letters sent to CAB and BCBC as responses are still awaited to queries detailed in Minute 37.2 & 37.3.

Further letter received from King-Davies with copy letter received from BCBC stating that the matter is being considered by the Technical Department and Property Section hopes to be in a position to respond more positively in due course.
Council were advised that CAB is required to change its status to a Company limited by guarantee; data on the Trustees following the AGM is being gathered and will be supplied to King-Davies in due course.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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68
MINUTE 41

BCBC – TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Notice received of next meeting of the above to be held on 7th August 2007 at 4pm.  Any items for consideration for placing on the Agenda for this meeting should be submitted by 23rd July 2007.
Following a discussion where several issues of interest to all community council areas were raised, it was

RESOLVED:  That the following items be submitted for consideration for placing on the agenda at the above meeting:

· BCBC WC Review
· Police telephone response system
· Safety issues and traffic management on A4063.
69
MINUTE 51

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Acknowledgement received from:

Maesteg Arts Society

Children with Leukaemia

for the donations received detailed in Minute 51. 

RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

70
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL 

DURING THE MONTH OF JUNE 2007  

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of June 2007 amounting to £5082.69, a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.
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CORRESPONDENCE 
71
HANGING BASKETS – TOWN CENTRE

Members are advised that the hanging baskets have been placed throughout the Town Centre.  There were 5 surplus baskets - one used to replace vandalised basket, two retained in case replacement required during the summer period.  Enquiries made with Conservation Officer in BCBC Planning Department, for advice on whether two could be placed outside the Council Offices:

Listed Building Consent required to place brackets on front of building; however, advised that if 2” eyebolts were placed under the canopy, where they can’t be seen from the front 
providing no damage is caused and there are no interesting features underneath, baskets could be hung from this location.

The Mayor had been consulted, and agreed that arrangements be made to place the brackets and baskets outside, as detailed, on either side of the entrance door.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed. 

72
CAERAU LOCAL HERO’S MONUMENT

Letter received from the Communities First Co-ordinator for Caerau advising that the topic of relocation of the above is being considered.  Council were asked to add Mr Stan Cox, one of the founding members of the Caerau Senior Citizens Group to the monument in due course.
The Clerk had acknowledged the request, and asked for progress reports on the consultation and discussions regarding the relocation of the Gateway.
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Further letter received advising that Communities First are currently in the process of consulting with the local community, and when a consensus is reached and summarised the Council will be updated.

It was reported that Caerau Members are involved in the consultation process, and that all residents of Caerau have been circulated for comment.
RESOLVED:  That the Council await developments.
73
ONE VOICE WALES

MEMBERSHIP 2007/8

Letter received from the Chief Executive reminding Council that subscription for 2007/8 is now due and requesting that it consider joining the Organisation.  

Council were advised of recent developments where OVW have assisted/represented councils in various ways.
RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

74
CPRW

RURAL WALES 

The Summer booklet produced by the above has been received, and is available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.
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75
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

Papers received relating to meeting of the above held on 14th June 2007.  Available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
76
BCBC PUBLIC CONVENIENCE REVIEW

Members had been circulated with a copy of the report and proposals outlined in Minute 40 (June 2007) for inspection.  Whilst Member accepted that there is no water in the urinals, if cleaned regularly they do offer a facility to the public, and opposition to closure of any facilities was expressed.  Reference was made to the lack of female facilities.  

During the discussion it was stated that the  Llynfi Valley Health Watch and SHOUT fully support the Council’s efforts to obtain a replacement toilet in the car park, as the lack of public conveniences within the Town has a detrimental effect on people’s health and basic 
human rights.  Members would like to see an increase in 24 hour public facilities throughout major towns in Bridgend not a decline in the provision, with WAG/Central Government changing this service area’s designation to a statutory obligation for Authorities.   Council also questioned on how private businesses would appreciate or co-operate in allowing public use of their facilities.  As this report and proposals will have an impact on all town/community council areas it was suggested that the matter should be discussed at the BCBC Forum meeting.  It was
RESOLVED:  

1.  That the matter be submitted as an Agenda item at the next BCBC Forum meeting.
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2.  That every major town in Bridgend Borough should be provided with a 24 hour automated toilet facility.
3.  That the provision of public toilets be made a statutory obligation for local authorities.

It was also suggested that enquiries be made with BCBC regarding the provision of public toilet facilities at the Maesteg Welfare Park.

4.  That a letter be sent to BCBC Leisure regarding this matter.

77
FINANCIAL RISK ASSESSMENT

Members were advised that the Council’s Risk Assessment Policy requires its annual review.  A copy of the existing Document had been circulated to Members. The Clerk confirmed that this Policy had been adhered to throughout the Financial Year 2006/2007 and that the necessary assessments and verifications had been undertaken by the Finance Committee. 
The Policy Document was studied and the following amendment suggested for inclusion:

· Council must comply with the Disabled Discrimination Act.

RESOLVED:  that the Policy be so amended and be available for 

inspection upon request.

78
DELEGATES REPORTS


1.  Joint meeting with other councils to discuss A4063

Cllr Howells and William had attended as the Council’s delegates reporting that correspondence, detailed in Minute 41.2  (June 2007), had been presented to the joint meeting held on 26.06.07.  The Committee had discussed possible EU funding to investigate potential  improvements and alternative routes to the Valley.  Reference was also made to the increased volume of traffic expected on this 
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highway which will create more congestion.  It had been agreed that letters be sent to 

· the Leader BCBC requesting any proposals on how the issue  could be addressed

· The WAG Transportation Minister for advice. 

2.  Llynfi Valley River Care Group

The River Group’s AGM had been held, Officers were the same:
 D Dixon-Chair; K S Hunt – Vice Chair; M Buckley – Treasurer.

Several dates have been fixed for ‘river clean-ups’ along different sections of the river from Caerau to Llangynwyd (Tylers).  Many different items are continuously removed eg. bikes, beds and household furniture, also several safes on one occasion, as well as general rubbish.
Members appreciate the work undertaken by the River Group volunteers, and it was 

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the Group expressing the Council’s congratulations.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

79
IVOR STREET/STATION STREET, MAESTEG – REAR LANE

It was reported that residents of the above are becoming increasingly concerned about the level of traffic, and its speed, using this lane.

This matter has been raised in previous years, it was

RESOLVED:  That enquiries be made on the status/ownership of the lane.
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80
MAESTEG LIBRARY

Reference was made to the funds made available from the WAG to move parts of the library to the Sport Centre.  It was stated that the money may have been better spent on expanding the existing site.  As this was not possible, for many reasons previously discussed, Members were advised that the funds would have been lost if utilised in this way, and the new facility at the Sports Centre will provide much needed facilities. 
81
PLANS


The following plans had been considered by the Planning committee, 


Ref

   
A/07/25/ADV/AG



Applicant

Tesco Stores Ltd

Development
Directional & Information Signage

Location

Tesco Store, Off Castle Street, Maesteg

Ref

   
A/07/26/ADV/AG



Applicant

Tesco Stores Ltd

Development
Internally illuminated site entrance gantry sign 7mt high

Location

Tesco Store, Off Castle Street, Maesteg

Ref

   
A/07/24/ADV/AG



Applicant

Tesco Stores Ltd

Development
Various illuminated and non-illuminated signage

Location

Tesco Store, Off Castle Street, Maesteg

Ref


P/06/609/FUL/CF

Applicant

C Homeyard




5 Llynfi Road, Maesteg

Development
Demolish out building and build new garage to rear

Location

5 Llynfi Road, Maesteg

-48-

Ref


P/07/677/FUL/CF

Applicant

Alliance & Leicester




c/o Complete Technical Services, Rotherham

Development
Installation of an automated teller machine

Location

Somerfield Store, Maesteg.

Ref


P/07/691/FUL/AG

Applicant

T Treharne 




15 Bedw Street, Caerau

Development
Garage and retaining walls

Location

15 Bedw Street, Caerau.

Ref


P/07/709/FUL/AG

Applicant

Mrs O and Miss L Jones




23 Chestnut Grove, Maesteg

Development
Ground Floor rear extension

Location

23 Chestnut Grove, Maesteg

Ref


P/07/698/FUL/AG

Applicant

A Penney




6 Pleasant View, Caerau

Development
Single Storey garage to rear

Location

6 Pleasant View, Caerau.

Ref


P/07/773/FUL/CE

Applicant

R Shawyer




Cwmcerwyn Farmhouse, Maesteg

Development
Proposed Loft Conversion

Location

Cwmcerwyn Farmhouse, Maesteg

Ref


P/07/732.FUL/AG

Applicant

Maesteg School Partnership




7th Floor, 1 Fleet Place, London 

Development
Two storey dwelling house for school caretaker

Location

Former Washery site off crown Road, Maesteg
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Ref


P/07/731/FUL./CE

Applicant

Mr & Mrs A George




30 Oakwood Estate, Maesteg

Development
Conservatory extension to rear

Location

30 Oakwood Estate, Maesteg.

It was decided to Recommend to Council that it SUPPORT the above proposals.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.


The following plans were read, 

Ref


P/07/344/FUL/AG

Applicant

Maesteg Town Council

Development
Form new disabled access door in south (rear) elevation & platform lift.

Location

Council Offices, Maesteg.

No Observation.

Ref


P/08/772/FUL/CE

Applicant

J D Stores Ltd

Development
Rear Single Storey Extension and




Internal alterations to shop

Location

142 Commercial Street Maesteg 

Ref


P/07/750/FUL/CE

Applicant

Mrs L Williams

Development
Two Storey Extension

Location

11 Cwrt Coed Parc Maesteg

Ref


P/07/769/FUL/CE

Applicant

SIS/Ladbrokes

Development
Installation of Satellite Dish

Location

2 Commercial Street Maesteg
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Ref


P/07/766/FUL/CE

Applicant

Mr Steve Williams

Development
Proposed 2 Bed Detached Dormer Bungalow

Location

Former Maengwyn Service Station Hermon Road




Caerau

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications.

Ref


P/07/770/RLX/DCD

Applicant

Morbaine Limited

Development
Vary condition 35 of approval




P/06/1351/FUL and add glazed lobby




To Store entrance

Location

Land adj Maesteg RFC Llynfi Road

RESOLVED:  That the Council make no observations on this application.

82 
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of above received from BCBC to date were presented.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and details made available to Members upon request.

Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council
held on 4th September 2007

……………………….

Mayor

