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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

RESTORATION & PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Report of Meeting of the Council’s Restoration & Property Committee held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, on Thursday, 29th March 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (In The Chair)





H Fenney, L Simmons, J Williams,

P W Jenkins, D K Edwards and G Howells.

Apologies for absence were received from S Sullivan and W B Evans.
458
FIRE SAFETY RISK MANAGEMENT POLICIES
Members were advised that from 6 am on 2nd April 2007, smoking will be banned in all enclosed public places and workplaces in Wales.   To ensure that the Council complies with the new smoke-free law, there are a number of steps that need to be taken. 
The Order replaces previous fire safety legislation and covers general fire precautions and other fire safety duties which are needed to protect ‘relevant persons’ in case of fire in and around premises.   The Order requires fire precautions to be put in place ‘where necessary’ and to the extent that it is reasonable and practicable in the circumstances of the case. The responsibility for complying with the Order rests with a “responsible person”.   The responsible person must carry out a fire risk assessment which must focus on the safety in case of fire of all ‘ relevant persons.’ 
It was agreed that it is good practice, even though there are only two  staff employed by the Council and one staff member employed by the Citizens Advice Bureau, that a formal fire safety risk assessment procedure/record be drawn up to determine the risk from fire to persons in the specified premises, i.e. Town Council Offices and to identify the general fire precautions necessary to comply with the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.
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The Clerk advised Members of the five steps of a fire risk assessment:

1. Identify fire hazards

2. Identify people at risk

3. Evaluate, remove, reduce and protect from risk

4. Record, plan, inform, instruct and train

5. Review

The Clerk advised Members that a letter had been received from Orchard Risk Assessment Services advising that they were a qualified company and fully conversant with the Order and their safety officers held NEBOSH certificates.  This Company are prepared to give a presentation to the Council and provide a quotation for the completion of the report(s).

Following discussion, when Members’ views differed on the procedure to be followed within the Order and how the risk assessment should be undertaken; i.e. “in house” or by a professional consultant.  It was decided to recommend to Council:

(1) To note the information supplied by the Orchard Risk Assessment Services.

(2) That the Clerk approach Bridgend County Borough Council to ascertain if they have a designated Officer who would be able to assist the Council in the preparation of the Risk Assessment procedure and its enforcement.
The Mayor, Cllr W May,  asked that his dissent be recorded with regard to  undertaking the risk assessment “in-house”.
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The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from King-Davies and Partners, Solicitors, confirming and enclosing copy correspondence sent as detailed in Minute 417.   Members noted this information.

  Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council 

held on 3rd April 2007

………………………

Mayor
