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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Report of meeting of the Property Committee with representatives of Maesteg Citizens Advice Bureau held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Monday 22nd January 2007.

PRESENT:  

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)





H Fenney, P W Jenkins, L Beedle, K Edwards, 
S B Smith.

Together with:  Mr G Howells Chair of Maesteg Citizens Advice Bureau   

                           Trustee Board



      Mrs M Kirk Treasurer of Maesteg Citizens Advice Bureau 
                           Trustee Board



      Ms R Martin, Manager of Maesteg Citizens Advice Bureau.
372
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr W May declared an interest as the Vice Chair of the Maesteg CAB Trustee Board, and left the meeting taking no part in the discussion.

Cllr P W Jenkins declared an interest as the Council’s delegate on the CAB Management Committee.

Cllr G Howells declared an interest as the Chair of the Maesteg CAB Trustee Board, attending this meeting in that role. 


Cllr H Fenney as Deputy Mayor took the Chair.

-244-

373
COUNCIL OFFICES INTERNAL RESTORATION

The Clerk advised that the Council were exploring funding opportunities to undertake the internal restoration of the building, which included the installation of disabled access, to lessen the burden on the public by maintaining a low level increase in the Council’s precept.   Preliminary plans had been drawn and costings received to refurbish the building to comply with DDA and Health and Safety Regulations.  

It was stated that disabled access to the building would be a required  benefit to CAB, as well as a necessity the Council must provide to comply with DDA.  All reasonable steps at present are being followed. 

Advice had been received from BAVO that the CAB, as a charitable organisation, may be eligible for funding to provide disabled access, and associated works, providing it held a long term lease of 25 years.  

Following a discussion when the term of the lease was considered, it was stated conditions would need to be included to protect not only CAB should their circumstances change, but also to acknowledge possible future changes in the Local Government Act or should the Council’s current status alter.
The Committee were advised by CAB representatives that a long term lease would be acceptable in principle, and that also in principle CAB would be prepared to apply for available funding.  
The Clerk presented information provided by BAVO which it was agreed would be researched by CAB, to ascertain conditions etc that may be imposed on any grant applications.   The exact term of the lease required to access funding was questioned, some grant organisations may require a lesser term, however the Committee were advised that this usually depended on the amount of funding involved.
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It was decided to Recommend to Council that the Council’s solicitor be asked to offer the CAB Trustee Board a 25 year term on its lease, with the inclusion of ‘get out’ clauses the Council and CAB to safeguard both parties.

It was stated that access to the plans would be necessary, which will be made available.  The Clerk advised that a meeting is set with the Council’s Surveyor and the local AM to investigate further avenues of funding.  It was agreed that CAB representatives be involved within relevant discussions.  The CAB Manager stated that surveyors fees etc can be included within grant applications. 

In the interest of partnership and co-operation on this matter, the Committee were also asked to consider a freeze on CAB rent increases or that increases be retained to a minimum % increase pa. during the term of the lease.

Members stated that the Council must protect the income from the building in the public interest, and is required to ensure that it retain best value for the public.  The CAB Treasurer was asked to provide a written application which would need to be considered by full Council.  This was agreed and would be available for discussion at the March Council Meeting.
The Deputy Mayor thanked CAB for attending.
Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council

held on 6th February 2007

………………………

Mayor
