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   MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

Minutes of meeting of the Property Committee held on at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Friday,

16th February 2007. 
PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
 H Fenney (In the Chair)





 P W Jenkins, L Beedle, S B Smith, D K Edwards.

Together with Mr C Morgan of King-Davies & Partners.

417
COUNCIL OFFICES
1.  CAB Lease

The Clerk reminded Members of the letters from Messrs King Davies and the Chair of the CAB Trustee Board detailed in Minute 414.   The Clerk reported receipt of a copy letter to Janice Gregory AM regarding potential sources of funding confirming that the Town Council as a statutory body are not eligible to apply for funding from certain agencies such as Community Facilities and Activities Programme (CFAP).  Community and voluntary organisations can apply, providing they have a long term lease in the region of 25 years and permission to effect any structural changes.
It also stated that the Town Council could apply to the WAG for borrowing approval, subject to conditions – further guidance to follow.

During the discussion it was accepted that CAB funding is tenuous on an annual basis, however as previously agreed if a lease were issued 
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for 25 year term with the break clauses as advised, clauses could also be included to protect the CAB as well as the Council, e.g. should the landlord or tenant wish to terminate arrangements – 6 months notice would be required by either party.  The confirmation of the requirement to issue a 25 year term lease was noted.  

It was decided to Recommend to Council that further enquiries be made with WAG to confirm that a 25 year lease with 5 year break clauses would be acceptable with potential funders.
It was decided to Recommend to Council that Mr Morgan make progress with the lease on the  25 year term, with 5 year break clauses for rent review with the protection clauses for both parties as stated. 
Members also stated that CAB have as much responsibility to provide disabled access to its clients and advisors, as the Council have, into the building.  

Mr Morgan advised that discussion on rent should continue, as the Council have a duty to taxpayers, and must comply with audit requirements.  Reference was also made to the already relatively low rent charged to CAB.
2.  Right of access 

Mr Morgan confirmed that a right of way access around the building was reserved within the transfer of the property. 
However physical access out of hours is not possible as the gates are locked.  It was stated that BCBC should be approached to allow access, possibly providing ‘a gate within a gate’ at the market side, to maintain security of the market area, with key being made available to Council.  
3.  BCBC Restroom
Mr Morgan confirmed that BCBC are still not prepared to pay rent for the above, and stating that if they have to move out of the town centre this will have an adverse effect on the town centre cleansing. 
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Members agreed that this is a staff management issue for BCBC to resolve internally.

Members again referred to Council’s duty and responsibility to obtain revenue from the building, and to the initial agreement that BCBC use the room rent free for one year, which ended in Dec 2005.  

It was agreed to Recommend to Council that Mr Morgan write to BCBC stating 

· that BCBC agree to pay rent for the use of the room or vacate the premises.  Rent is due from December 2005.

· that any rent charges due could be offset against the provision of a gate and physical access to the rear of the building by BCBC.

Read and accepted at a meeting of the Council, held on 6th March 2007

………………………..

Mayor

