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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of Council Meeting held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg on Tuesday, 6th February 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:

W May (Mayor)






S B Smith, L Simmons, P John, P Simmons, 

T T Mizen, G Howells, C Norton, 

W B Evans, L Beedle, H Fenney, S Sullivan.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs P W Jenkins, A Gould, 

D K Edwards, and W H C Teesdale.

376
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs W B Evans, W May and S B Smith declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllrs W B Evans, W May, G Howells and S Sullivan declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle, P John and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.  

Cllr H Fenney declared an interest in matters referring to the Valley 16-25 Project as a member of the Management Committee.

Cllrs L Simmons, P John and P Simmons declared interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees of that Authority.
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The Mayor advised Members that Cllr Edwards and his wife were recovering from their recent operations.

377
RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to Cllr & Mrs Edwards relaying the Council’s best wishes for a full recovery. 

POLICE MATTERS
The Officer relayed Sgt Lloyd’s apologies.

1.  Crime Figures







December
January

Maesteg East


      20              40

Maesteg West                                   48              59


Caerau/Nantyffyllon

       51             37

Members were advised that the increases related to an increase in auto crime, theft of and from vehicles, which is a major problem.  An arrest of a persistent offender had been made today, which was likely to result in a drop in these figures.   The detection rate for 2005-6 has increased, with an 81% rate for theft from vehicles.    

2.  Parking Problems

Two traffic wardens had been operating in the area recently, 21 tickets had been issued in one day.  It was accepted that there is a problem since the completion of the regeneration programme and efforts are being made to combat it.  
Cllr Fenney stated that two registration numbers had been given to
Sgt Lloyd for two vehicles persistently illegally parked; however nothing seemed to have been done to stop this problem.  

3.  Policing

Members were advised that an additional 4 PCSO’s will be posted to the area, and a high visibility in the town centre will act as a deterrent.  It is also likely that in three to four months the division will be allocated an additional 2 PC’s.  
4.  PACT Meetings 
It was reported that no notification had been received for the Maesteg East and West Ward PACT meetings.  
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5.  Accident – Plasnewydd School
It was reported that a child’s relative had been knocked over outside Plasnewydd School recently, due to illegally parked cars in Castle Street which has been reported on more than one occasion.  
Members stated that this is a problem outside many schools throughout the Valley – Cwmfelin Primary-sometimes adding 20 minutes to journeys to Bridgend, Nantyffyllon Primary-completely blocking Garnwen Terrace, which Members have brought to the attention of the police and schools many times.  

It was stated that police cars have been seen driving past these illegally parked vehicles, parents are placing children in danger, enough warnings haven given and Members insist that they should now be booked and fines issued.

This matter will be passed to the Schools Liaison Officer.

6.  Highway salt/grit container 

It was reported that the above container near the bridge at Meadow Street had been emptied and thrown into the river during the early hours of Saturday/Sunday recently which is one of several incidents reported in this area on weekends.  Officers were asked to patrol this area at the stated times.
7.  Firearms incident – Town Centre

The Officer was asked for information on a shooting incident in the Town Centre during December, when four people had been injured.  One of the victims had gone to the police station which was closed, and using the telephone outside had been answered by personnel in  Swansea, on giving details Officers had come out of the Station.

Information on this incident will be sought and reported back to Council at the next meeting.

8.  Explosion – incident at Bridgend Road
Members had been advised that during the above serious incident of assault and criminal damage a delayed police response had added to the danger.  
Information on this incident will be sought and reported back to Council at the next meeting.
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9.  Officer attendance at meetings

Members stated that the attendance of different Officers at meetings meant that Council was losing continuity, and would appreciate it that the same officer be allocated to attend.

10. Road Safety Project
The Clerk reported that the Bridgend Safety Partnership Co-ordinator, John Davies, had suggested that the Council meet with Sgt Nigel Whitehouse, South Wales Police Headquarters, Mr S Ladbroke, BCBC Road Safety Officer and Inspector G Watkins and Sgt N Picton, Community Safety Officers with Bridgend Safety Partnership to discuss all options open to the Council.   The Members noted that Sgt G Lloyd had advised that discussions are in hand at South Wales Headquarters to purchase additional cameras for Police throughout the Division and therefore suggests that the Council delay meeting with the above representatives to discuss options until the decisions are finalised. 
RESOLVED: To await further information from Sgt G Lloyd.

The Mayor thanked the Officer for attending.

378
BCBC – POLLING STATIONS

Mr Andrew Rees of the Electoral Services Section BCBC was welcomed to the meeting to discuss polling station requirements.

Members received a presentation on the services to be provided by the above, and changes within the Department, (full details available for inspection).  Members were circulated with a sheet requesting comments on the existing polling stations within the Maesteg area.

The Mayor thanked Mr Rees for attending, and advised Members to return the comment sheet to the Department.
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379
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 2nd January 2007, together with Special Council held on 15th January 2007; Property Committee held on 22nd January 2007; and Planning Sub Committee held on 30th January 2007 were read and accepted as a true record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

380
MINUTE 331

POST OFFICE NETWORK

Letter received from H Irranca-Davies MP regarding the above, offering to meet the Council, accompanied by members of the Sub 
Postmasters Federation who are actively engaged in the process to put the Network on a secure footing for the future.

Alternatively the Council may wish to attend a meeting being arranged on 3rd March, shortly before the end of the consultation in order to put forward coherent and sustainable proposals fashioned by local people.

Following a discussion, when the Clerk was asked to obtain details of the meeting, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council send a delegation to this meeting to discuss the post office network. 
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381
MINUTE 332

PUBLIC TOILETS

1.   Letter received from BCBC Architectural & Technical Services Directorate providing costs obtained for the provision of an APC toilet in the Car Park:

Annual costs:   Hire & maintenance (20yr contract)              £20,000 pa. (index linked)

One Off costs:  Supplier installation                £8,000

                         Connection to services            £7,000 
                         (variable, dependant on availability of services)                                                                     

Company: J C Decaux (to be ‘firmed up’ at the time when contract is prepared.

Unfortunately due to financial constraints currently experienced by BCBC there is insufficient funding available to support the provision of a new APC.

2.  Letter received from Janice Gregory AM, enclosing copyletter received from Minister for Local Government and Public Services responding to the Council’s statement that the provision of public conveniences be made a statutory duty of principal authorities.

The Council are advised that Section 87(1) of the Public Health Act 1936 provides a discretionary power for local authorities to provide public toilets.  It is for Councils to determine the requirements and priorities of their area.  Placing a statutory duty on local authorities to provide such facilities would require a change to primary legislation and WAG has no plans to seek such legislation.  

The Town Council’s intention to seek a partnership arrangement with the private sector to provide a facility is commended, as this is what WAG is trying to achieve through public service reforms in order to bring about a significant improvement to services. 
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During discussion on letter No 1 from BCBC it was stated that although Council have repeatedly asked for the details of the sale of the land to the developer and what the funds were allocated for, no response has been received.  The funds received could be utilised to replace a public facility within the car park.  It was 

RESOLVED:   That the Clerk make an application for this information under the Freedom of Information Act.

When considering Letter 2 from WAG, Members felt that whilst accepting that there is no statutory duty on BCBC to provide public conveniences, and as the partnership with the private sector route the Council are investigating is supported by the Assembly Government, pressure on BCBC to enter into the partnership should be encouraged.  It was

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to Mrs J Gregory AM requesting that she apply any pressure possible on BCBC to pledge partnership with the Council and the private sector in trying to achieve a replacement toilet within the Car Park. 
382
MINUTE 335


MAESTEG TOWN COUNCILWEBSITE

Email received from member of the public congratulating Council on the establishment of Website, which is informative.  

Members were advised that there are still problems with uploading information which the provider has been told to resolve.
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.
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383
MINUTE 337

MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

The Clerk reported receipt of plan for Talbot Street, which is too small to identify areas with traffic orders.  BCBC Regeneration Team has been asked to provide a more detailed plan for public information.

The question was raised regarding the Officer in charge of Phase III of the town centre regeneration, and Members advised that the replacement officer is not solely designated to the Maesteg Project, which disappointed Members as delays were experienced in Commercial Street when there was an officer dedicated to that Phase and it was felt that this information did not bode well for Phase III.  Delays must not happen in Talbot Street.  Members were advised that within the Phase III contract, a completion within 44 weeks is specified with hefty clauses in place. 
It was reported that at the recent Regeneration Forum meeting, a weekly surgery held in Maesteg was promised, which should be minuted.  The Clerk was asked to check that this promise was included within the Minutes of the Forum meeting, which will be provided by BCBC in due course.

RESOLVED:  That the Council await developments.
It was reported that delays were being experienced by the Rail link bus service, due to the reduction in road width at the Castle Street traffic lights.  

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk make enquiries regarding this matter.
384
MINUTE 338

STREET SIGN REPLACEMENT

Letter received from BCBC Architectural Services Directorate advising that arrangements have been made to replace signs in Maesteg at:
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 Mill View, Station Street, Heol y Nant and Bryn Celyn.

Records show that there are no other outstanding requests in the area.

Comments were noted concerning the BCB procedure of replacing signs ie in chronological order, however, with limited funding available this procedure is considered the most equitable means of processing requests.

Members were not satisfied with the response, County Borough Members are following this matter up, it was

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
385
MINUTE 353

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Letters of thanks have been received from the following:


Maesteg Hospital Welfare Committee


Victim Support South Wales


BCBC Youth Service


Llynfi Valley 16-25 Project


Communities First Caerau


Samaritans Bridgend


National Eisteddfod

Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod – two complimentary tickets offered.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted, with the complimentary tickets offered to elderly or disabled people within the Llangollen area.
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386
MINUTE 357

PLANS

The Clerk was asked if any information had been received on differences in regulations for builders or members of the public when applying for planning permission; no response had been received to date.

RESOLVED:  That the Council await the response.
387
MINUTE (368)

COUNCIL OFFICES, MAESTEG

The Clerk reported receipt of correspondence regarding the above.
RESOLVED:  That as several Members have declared an interest in the CAB, this matter be discussed at the close of the Meeting following their departure. 
388    LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL DURING 

THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2007
          RESOLVED: That the List of Payments made by the Council

          during the month of February 2007, amounting to £45930.54
          a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted,

          confirmed and signed by the Mayor.
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CORRESPONDENCE
389
NEWCASTLE HIGHER COMMUNITY COUNCIL

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT–ROAD BETWEEN ABERKENFIG & MAESTEG
Letter from the above Community Council, who have agreed to approach BCBC to try to secure traffic management and safety  

measures on the major road linking the communities.  The Council are asked to consider a joint approach, with a meeting in the first instance to discuss the matter.

It was stated that this was why TCCSCC was established to form a joint approach in matters like this, and disappointment expressed that it had not received support and therefore folded.  It was however

RESOLVED:  That the Council agree to the meeting and offer the Council Chamber as a possible venue.

390
PROPOSED CREATION OF FOOTPATH NORTH OF CWRT COED PARC

Letter received from BCBC Planning Department advising that it is necessary to regularise the situation on the above route which does not correspond with the BCBC Creation Order No 1 2003.  A site plan is enclosed detailing the route that the developer has now applied for, which will avoid the necessity for large scale engineering works.  The New Order will utilise the zigzag gradients on site and the worn path to the north west, the section to the south of the zigzags will proved a route adjacent to the rear lane of Bethania Street.  Details of all works were provided.   The path will be waymarked and signposted.  Council area asked for its observations.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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391
BCBC – CITIZENSHIP AWARDS

Letter received from the BCBC Education, Leisure & Community Services Directorate advising that the next round of the above are planned for April.  Council are asked for nominations to be submitted by 1st March 2007.

RESOLVED:  That Members submit details of nominees to the Clerk for submission to BCBC by due date.

392
PUBLIC CONSULTATION

BCBC DRAFT WELSH EDUCATION SCHEME

Copies of the above received which are available for public inspection between 8th January – 23rd March 2007.  The Scheme sets out how BCBC propose to deliver education services in Welsh and bilingually.   Comments are invited by 23rd March 2007.

RESOLVED:  That Members submit comments to the Clerk for submission to BCBC by due date.

393
BCBC SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE

HOME TO SCHOOL TRANSPORT AND TRAVEL

CONSULTATION ON POLICY CHANGES

Copy of the above policy document received which is available for inspection.  Questionnaire enclosed for submission by 1st March 2007 (copy attached for each Member’s action).

RESOLVED:  That Members complete the questionnaire and return to the Clerk for submission to BCBC.
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394
BCBC – BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Draft Screening Report – Strategic Environmental Assessment

Environmental Assessment of Plan & Programmes (Wales) Regulations 2004

Copies of the above received from BCB Planning Department, which are available for inspection.  Comments invited by 5th March 2007.

RESOLVED:  That Members submit comments to the Clerk for submission to BCBC by due date.

BLDP - Delivery Agreement

Sustainability Appraisal – Scoping Report
Copies of the above received from BCBC Planning Department and are available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

395
SUSTAINABLE WALES

Letter received on behalf of the Bridgend County Fairtrade Campaign, which is part of the WAG supported movement to make Wales the world’s first Fairtrade Country, with Bridgend in a leading position.

The five goals for achieving fair-trade status are:

· Council passes a resolution to support fair-trade

· Target number of retail/catering outlets sell/serve FT products

· Use of FT in workplaces

· Media coverage

· FT steering group to oversee a continued commitment

Council area advised that BCBC will put forward a resolution to support Fairtrade on 31st January 2007.  Porthcawl Town Council has already achieved all 5 goals, with other wards and parishes committing to support fair-trade.
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Details of further action by the County Borough Steering Group will be supplied in due course.   The Council is asked to discuss this matter.
It was stated that fair-trade items are available locally; however staff and the public need to be informed.  It was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Agenda for discussion at March meeting.

396
FOOTPATH BETWEEN MILL VIEW AND GARTH INN

Letter received from the BCBC Rights of Way Section advising that following the Council’s complaint that bikes are using this lane between dwellings, a single staggered barrier will be installed in the near future to prevent vehicular access.  Design photograph attached for information.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

397
MAESTEG COMMUNITY HOSPITAL CAR PARK

Letter received from H Irranca-Davies MP enclosing copy letter from BCBC regarding the above, advising that discussions have taken place with the Health Authority to extend the car park. However, the adjacent land was purchased under a covenant preventing its usage for that purpose.  For this reason and lack of available budget to progress either the reversal of the covenant or the extension itself BCBC are currently unable to consider the option.   Mr Irranca-Davies advises that he has written again to BCBC on this matter and will advise further when a response is received.

It was stated that the closed section of highway to the rear of the bus shelter at the Neath Road/Heol Ty Gwyn junction could be utilised to provide several additional car parking spaces, it was

RESOLVED:  That this suggestion be relayed to BCBC for consideration.
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398
BCBC – TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Letter received advising that the next meeting of the above is scheduled for 6th March 2007 at 4.00pm at the Civic Offices, Bridgend.  Any items for placing on the Agenda should be submitted for consideration by 12th February 2007.
Reference was made to the discussion in Minute 338 it was

RESOLVED:  That the following be submitted to BCBC for consideration for placing on the Agenda of the above meeting:

‘That the replacement of BCBC street signage policy – ‘in chronological order of receipt of requests as funds are available’ be debated as it affects all areas of BCB.’
399
ONE VOICE WALES
Letter received offering membership of the above for 2007/8, detailing its functions benefits etc (copy available upon request) at a cost of £1752 based on the number of dwellings within the area.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

400
B & Q ‘YOU CAN DO IT’ AWARDS 2007
Letter received from H Irranca-Davies MP enclosing details of above Award Scheme which is open to any environmental groups, sports club of community facility within the area that could be transformed with £5,000 of products from B & Q.  The Scheme is to be launched on 29th January 2007, with a closing date for applications set for 30th March 2007.  Details of where Groups can apply for application forms are provided and available upon request.
RESOLVED:  That this information be relayed to Caerau Nursery School and as many voluntary organisations as possible.
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401
WAG – BUSINESS EYE
Letter received from the WAG Department of Enterprise, Innovation and Networks is committed to supporting businesses across Wales, aiming to improve the working environment and take advantage of every opportunity to develop and succeed.  A range of support services is available, and contact details provided.  Questionnaire enclosed for completion and return.

RESOLVED:  That a copy be relayed to the Chamber of Trade.

402
SEWTA – BUSINESS PLAN 2006/7 – AMENDMENT
An amended page to the Business Plan, received recently, has been received.  This page should be included instead of page 10 of the document.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

403
WAG 

MAKING CONNECTIONS

‘DELIVERING BEYOND BOUNDARIES’

Copy of the above document received and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

404
WAG – SW WALES REGIONAL COMMITTEE

Notice of meeting of the above to be held on 2nd March 2007 at the North Cornelly Community Centre, North Cornelly at 9.30am.  The subject for the meeting is ‘Maintaining the Health, Wellbeing and Independence of Older People’.

RESOLVED:  That a delegate attend this meeting.
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405
SLCC – CONFERENCE

2-3RD MARCH 2007 – STOKE ON TRENT

Notice of the above received.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

406
THE LLYNFI NEWS

Copy of the January 2007 issue of the above publication received, and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

407
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWS

Copy of the January 2007 issue of the above publication received, and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

408
EUROPEAN UNION

REGIONAL POLICY NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2006

COHESION POLICY 2007-2013 

Copies of the above publications received, and are available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

409
‘PLAY FOR WALES’

Copy of the Winter issue of the above publication received, and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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410
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  KIDNEY WALES FOUNDATION
A letter of invitation dated 17th January 2007 received from Kidney Wales Foundation requesting that the Mayor support the Kidney Wales Foundation Walk for life on Sunday, 11th March 2007, together with an application for financial support.
Across Wales thousands of people come together each year to take part in the Walk for Life to support Kidney patients and help raise awareness for Kidney research.   Funds raised from the Walk will be used to provide renal care, patient support and clinical research throughout Wales. Last year £85,000 was raised. As in previous years, the Patron for the Walk is the Rt. Honourable Lord Mayor of Cardiff who will be supported by many leading local members of the council and community.  It is hoped that the Mayor, on behalf of the Town Council, will support the local event.  

Following consideration and discussion on the Maesteg Walk, the Clerk was asked to confirm that a Walk is taking part in Maesteg this year, and as there are a number of people in the area who benefit from the Charity, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to Kidney Wales Foundation under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2.  MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

A letter of application for financial assistance received from Macmillan Cancer Support.   They feel it is important to be the first source of support for everyone who has received a cancer diagnosis.  This organisation raises funds for specialist Macmillan nurses and doctors who deliver the best in cancer care, build vitally needed treatment centres and give financial help to those who need it most by offering financial grants.   Last year over 644 people affected by cancer across SE Wales and gave £213,918 in patient grants.  All services are provided free, and are funded entirely through the 
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generosity of their supporters.  The table below gives some idea on cost of services:

22p produces one copy of the Cancer Guide

£40 pays for the Macmillan Cancerline for one hour 

£144 funds a Macmillan Nurse for one day

£180 allow someone with cancer to keep the heating on when they really need it

During a discussion reference was made to the work undertaken in the area by this Charity, it was

RESOLVED:  That  the Council donate £100 to Macmillan Cancer Support under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

3.  ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY BRIDGEND BRANCH

Confirmation received that the Maesteg Alzheimer’s Support Group (which has been in existence for twenty years) are affiliated to the Bridgend Branch and that the monies raised in Maesteg are kept for support within the community.  The financial assistance, if agreed by Council, can be specified for use in the Maesteg area.

The Clerk confirmed that there is an active Maesteg Branch supporting many sufferers, which falls under the umbrella of the Bridgend Branch, and has been advised that the Council can request that any monies donated be utilised within the Maesteg area.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £100 to the Alzheimers Society, for use in Maesteg, under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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4.  MAESTEG WELSH UNDER 16’S

An application for financial assistance has been received from the above.

Maesteg Welsh under 16’s have been invited to participate in a tour to Malta to be used to aid the promotion of Rugby on the islands.   The Maltese international coach and Director of Rugby is Damien Neill, a Maesteg man, who has himself played youth and senior rugby in the Town before a serious injury ended his playing career and pushed him into coaching.  Last year the team participated in a successful tour to Marseille, a tournament that earned them much respect amongst all those who attended. Again for this tour, cost will be a major factor in determining the number of players that the Club will take to Malta, as some parents will not be able to afford the price of the trip.  Obviously the Club would like every child in the squad to take this opportunity, and for this reason, we would appreciate any support that the Council could provide towards the cost of this tour.   Any financial support will only be used to reduce the cost for the squad members.   

The Club strongly believe that education is a top priority for young people of this age and for this reason the tour dates are set during the Easter break to avoid disruption to the GCSE studies.  The Club draw their squad primarily from the Llynfi Valley and this tour will provide a marvellous opportunity for these young people to travel and take pride in representing both their local community and Wales.

Due to the number of local children who are members of this Club, it was 

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £100 to Maesteg Welsh Under 16’s under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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411
DELEGATES REPORTS
1.  T T Mizen – Spotlight on Police
Written report from Cllr Mizen circulated to Members present, outlining matters discussed at the above Meeting held on 25th January 2007 – all papers available for inspection.  Members advised that an increase in the police precept within the Council Tax is – Band D from £126 - £132.  
2.  L Simmons – Caerau Members – Regeneration of Caerau Square under – Neighbourhood Renewal Project.

Cllr Simmons reported on meeting of Caerau Members to compile comments on work proposed within the neighbourhood renewal project in Caerau, within which improvements are proposed to Caerau Square.  Full details are available for inspection.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
412
ROADWORKS – DUFFRYN MADOG/HEOL TY GWYN

The Clerk was asked to determine what was the purpose of the above.

RESOLVED:  That investigations be made and report given to Member.

413
FLYTIPPING – MAESTEG CAR PARK

It was reported that doors, bricks etc. had been placed on the steps in the car park which were being used for skateboarding.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be reported to BCBC for removal.
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414
COUNCIL OFFICES
Cllr W May vacated the Chair and left the meeting at this point, and the Chair was taken by Cllr Beedle.

Cllrs May, Evans, Howells Fenney and Sullivan left the meeting and took no part in the discussion.
Following the meeting of the Property Committee held on 22nd February 2007, the Clerk had met with King Davies and subsequently received a letter dated 30th January 2007 stating that there is no problem in providing CAB with a 25 year lease. However, Council are strongly advised that there should be rent reviews on a regular basis inserted in the Lease, at least every 5 years.  In normal rent reviews, any work done by the tenant to improve the value of the property would be ignored for that purpose i.e. if CAB obtain funding to improve the area they occupy then this improvement would not effect the level of rent.  It is important that Council protect its position to ensure that rents are increased in line with commercial rents increase and/or inflation to comply with its duty to the Council Tax payers, and it is felt that a freeze in rent for 25 years could lead to a problem with Wales Audit. 
‘Break clauses’ should not be available on an annual basis, Council are advised that if a 25 year lease is entered into, then a ‘break clause’ should be exercised by either party at the end of each 5 year period.
With regard to the BCBC Restroom, a further letter received from BCBC received re-iterating their statement that removing its staff from this area would have an adverse effect on the cleansing services offered in the town centre. 

Within the letter now received (as above) from Messrs King Davies & Partners it was stated that it is believed that within the property transfer from BCBC to the TC, a right of way was reserved around the outside of the building.  Confirmation of this is to be sought and will be forwarded as soon as possible.  The practical issue of the access 
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through the gates needs to be resolved, and it is probable that this would result in negotiations taking place with the TC and BCBC, and may involve the rest room as a quid pro quo.  If the Council wish to have a meeting with Mr Morgan (King Davies & Partners) this could be arranged.
The Clerk reported receipt of a letter delivered by hand before this meeting, from the Chair of CAB Trustee Board, confirming their agreement to seek funding providing it meets the necessary criteria.  It was also confirmed that the Board would be prepared to consider an extended term for the lease, however are unable to agree unconditionally to a 25 year term, as it believes it would be more appropriate to await conditions that are likely to be set by the funding body.

The Council were asked to agree to defer further discussions on the rent until such time as there is a clear outcome of any funding applications the Board submits.
The Board thanked the Council for its constructive approach and look forward to working in partnership for the benefit of the building and the community.

Following consideration of the content of both letters on the CAB lease when it was stated that the Council must comply with its duty to the public, and with regard to the access it was

RESOLVED:  That a meeting be arranged with Mr Morgan and Members of the Council to discuss this matter fully and receive legal advice. 
A meeting was held this week with J Gregory AM & Surveyor – report circulated to Members:

Mrs Gregory advised that WAG funding may be available through CADW, Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF), Coalfield Regeneration Fund (CRF), Community Affairs Financial Assistance Programme (CAFAP).

-273-
Funding is required to refurbish the entire in order to comply with current legislation – DDA and H & SA- with much of the work interlinked.  Council has included a total of £70,000 for this purpose in 2007/8 funding.

Council is already in the preliminary stages of pursuing funding from CADW, HLF and CRF.  Mr Ferrier has had preliminary meeting with HLF (1st stage forms to be submitted) and CADW.  Letter of Interest for 2007/8 round of CRF funding already been forwarded.

Approaches also made to BCBC re next round of  Townscape Heritage Initiative (THI) funding if applicable to Maesteg.

The process and action by Council to date explained to Mrs Gregory, proposed plans were inspected.  Advised that planning permission should now be sought with BCBC, as majority of funders require planning permission in place.  Mr Ferrier agreed to submit planning application to BCBC immediately.  Planning approval lasts for five years.

The AM agreed to continue investigating funding opportunities.

The information received from BAVO was discussed.  AM advised that pressure be placed on BAVO to provide details on where best to apply for funding and how to write the bids including terminology expected within the application, as their function is to support organisations in funding applications within Bridgend County area.

It was agreed that whilst the Council lead the search for grant funding, a set of plans be provided to CAB enabling it to continue its investigations.
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted and the decisions taken at the meeting be confirmed.
The Clerk reported that the window contractors had now attended and repaired certain sections of the stained glass windows.  However there were several small sections that were still cracked, and a letter had 
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been sent to PSW detailing the identified sections, some of which had been pointed out whilst the contractors were on site.  

Mr Ferrier had attended with a representative of CADW for the final inspection of the completed work.

The Clerk had asked for his advice regarding the windows, he had advised that small cracks could be contributory to the age of the glass as well as several other factors; he agreed however to contact the contractors regarding this matter and advise further before submitting the final retention invoice to Council for payment.

RESOLVED:  That the Council follow the advice received from the Surveyor.

415
PLANS
Cllr S B Smith left the meeting at this point.

The following plans were read and considered:

Ref


P/07/78/FUL/NM

Applicant:

L Evans




7 Blosse Street, Nantyffyllon

Development:
Single storey detached garage

Location:

7 Blosse Street, Nantyffyllon

RESOLVED: That the Council SUPPORT the above application

Ref:  


A/07/6/ADV/CF

Applicant:

Communities First Caerau

Development:
Bilingual illuminated free standing advertising




Display case/board 1.8m x 1.32m.

Location:

Caerau Police Station, Caerau.
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Cllrs L Simmons, P Simmons and P John declared an interest in this application as attendees of the Communities First Partnership, and took no part in the discussion.

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above application.

Letter received from the Planning Department BCBC advising that the outline planning application 06/1606 for a new school at Caerau is likely to effect Footpath 3A (plan provided).  No details of the actual requirements for a diversion are available as yet, to follow.  Comments are required on possible diversion in principle at this stage.

Following a discussion it was stated that the right of way must be retain however, it was
RESOLVED:  That the Council support the possible diversion providing the footpath remains accessible.

416
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Members were presented with planning decisions received to date from Bridgend County Borough Council.

RESOLVED:  That the details be made available to Members upon request.
Read and accepted at a meeting of the Council, held on 6th March 2007

………………………..

Mayor

