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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of Meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 5th December 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:
W May (Mayor)





P John, G Howells, W C H Teesdale, J Williams,





W B Evans, P W Jenkins, L Beedle, D K Edwards.

Apologies for absence were received from A Gould, C Norton, S B Smith, 

T T Mizen, H Fenney, L Simmons and P Simmons.

303
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W B Evans, W May and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllr P John declared an interest in matters relating to BCBC as an employee of the Authority. 
Cllrs W May and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle and P John declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.  

Cllrs W B Evans declared an interest in the item relating to the Royal British Legion as members of that organisation.

Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee, and also to any matters referring to Llynfi Valley Community Transport.
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304
POLICE MATTERS

1.  Crime Figures
The latest figures were presented showing a drop in Maesteg West and Caerau.  Officers also reported that there has been a drop in this years annual crime figures to date.  
2.  Underage Drinking 

i.  Town Centre   Alcohol has been confiscated from youths recently.  A Trading Standards test purchasing operation is underway within the Division, liaising with the Licensing Officer at Bridgend; hopefully this will produce results.
ii.  Maesteg Welfare Park   Alcohol has been confiscated at the Skateboard Park and ASBO’s submitted.  Members were advised that ASBO’s can be issued to 11 year olds, to adults, and Officers stated that in many cases the issue of one has a knock on effect with other youth, particularly if there is no record of offences.   It was stated that whilst Members want the misuse of alcohol to stop at this facility, Council wish it to be well used, Officers stated that they only hope to drive away offenders for the benefit of other youths using the skateboarding equipment.  Cllr John suggested that if problems continue in the area, police officers interact with the BCBC Youth Service to try to combat problems.


3.  Caerau

i.  Parking   A leaflet drop has taken place, offering a final warning to drivers parking illegally.

It was reported that cars are seen parking on the paved area near the cenotaph, it is thought that a solution may be place bollards on the pavement to prevent cars mounting the kerbs thereby preventing damage to the surfaces and the monument.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to BCBC requesting this action.

ii.  Youth Annoyance   Reports on this issue had reduced probably due to ASBO’s that have been issued and the inclement weather.

4. Parking Town Centre

Members were advised that this problem has been passed to Community Officers and Traffic Wardens have been in the area this week.
There are now two PCSO’s working together in Maesteg.

Traffic Wardens have also been working in conjunction with the DVLA clamping untaxed vehicles. 
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5.  Detection Rates
Whilst Members note that crime figures are showing a drop, Officers were asked how many offenders are caught and prosecuted and what is the detection rate locally.  Officers will look into this and provide figures at the next meeting.
305
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 7th November, together with Minutes of  Planning Committee, Standing Orders Committee and joint Health & Safety with Property Committees all held on 29th November 2006 were read and accepted as a true record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.


MATTERS ARISING
306
RAILINGS – LLWYNDERW SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD

MINUTE 268

E-mail received from the BCBC Youth Offending Team regarding above, advising that further gloss paint had been purchased to finish the railings.  The Council were asked to cover the cost of £45.00.

RESOLVED:  That arrangements be made for the payment of the paint in the stated sum.

307
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY (MINUTE 269)

Letter received in response to Members’ concerns on the future of the post office network.  Copy provided to each Member for information.
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During a discussion reference was made to the unsuitability of some of the outlets for business transactions, and Members were not happy that the competitive tendering process introduced by Government has led to the closure of post offices and therefore a reduction in a centralised service to the public.  It was

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to the Department of Trade and Industry once again lodging objections to the system, and re-iterating Council’s concern on the future of the post office network.
308
DRAFT GUIDANCE ON THE CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS

& ENVIRONMENT ACT (MINUTE 275)

As detailed in above Minute consultation document received from WAG (available for inspection), which includes draft copies of regulations in respect of fixed penalty notices and dog control orders.  Members reminded that comments invited by 29th December 2006.

RESOLVED:  That Members study the document and submit comments to the Clerk by the due date.

309
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

& PROVISION OF PUBLIC TOILETS (MINUTE 274)
Letter received in response to Council’s comments on the above requesting that provision for public facilities be included within the LDP.  BCBC Planning Department advises that it is not within the remit of the LDP to specifically provide a policy whereby public toilets are provided within proposed developments and falls outside its legal powers.
However, where conveniences are lost as part of a development proposal their replacement can be negotiated by the Council through the planning process.  Similarly if a development proposal is likely to give rise to a need for new toilets in the vicinity these could be included as part of a scheme, or if necessary be included as part of a 
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Section 106 agreement to provide such services elsewhere or by means of a commuted sum in order for the Council to establish, maintain or upgrade other facilities.
Such requests have to arise out of a likely effect on public conveniences caused by the implementation of a planning application for development and cannot be used to redress existing deficiencies in that provision.
Further letter received from BCBC noting the Council’s comments on the possibility of installing an automatic public convenience in the car park, stating that whilst the financial situation for 2007/8 is challenging, costs will be investigated together with siting implications.

During a discussion Members were advised that approaches have now been made by the Town Council to Wilkinsons, suggesting  sponsorship/partnership to install an automatic public convenience within the car park.  It was

RESOLVED:  

1. A letter be sent to the AM requesting that representations be made at WAG to ascertain whether the provision of public conveniences could be designated within the statutory duties of local authorities in Wales.  

2. That the Council await developments from BCBC and Wilkinsons.
310 APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  
       (MINUTE 287)

Letter of thanks have been received from the following:

· Garth Welfare Park Floodlit Multi-sport Project

· Bobath Cymru.

· Nodda Chapel Community Project
RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.
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311
LLYNFI VALLEY RAIL LINE

‘ABRIDGE TO OPPORTUNITIES’

(MINUTE 289)

Acknowledgement received from Andrew Davies AM, and Janice Gregory AM;  both had received a copy of the document direct.     Mrs Gregory has referred to the report in a Plenary debate and written to the Transport Minister on this matter.   
RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

312
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL 

DURING THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2006

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of November 2006 (copies of which had been circulated to Members) amounting to £13,321.49 be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

313
DIAMOND WEDDING

The Mayor visited Mr & Mrs Evans of 4 Brookfield Road, Maesteg, on the 30th November 2006 who were celebrating their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  On behalf of the Council a Basket of Flowers were presented to them.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed and costs borne out of Part B Mayoral Allowance.

314
TALBOT STREET REGENERATION SCHEME 

PROPOSED TRAFFIC ORDERS

Letter received from BCBC transportation consultants regarding the above.  The aim of the project is to provide an improved shopping environment linked to other recent improvements in the Town.  
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Following the consultation process followed in 2006 a revised layout for the proposed regeneration scheme is provided, copy provided to 

each Member for their information, displaying in addition to the retention of on street parking, a number of parking lay-bys for deliveries (loading and unloading), blue badge holders and taxis.  It is also proposed to introduce a ban on motorists turning left from Llynfi Lane into Church Street.  

Members were advised that Council’s views are required for submission immediately following the meeting.

RESOLVED:  That comments be submitted to the Clerk.

315
WAG – SMOKE FREE LEGISLATION IN WALES

Information received from WAG providing an overview of the planned legislation due to come into force 2nd April 2007.  The new law applies to all business and workplaces.  A copy of the document detailing how this legislation will affect business etc. is available for inspection by Members.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.

316
TOWN CENTRE CHRISTMAS LIGHTING

DISPLAY & PARADE

Letter received from resident of Maesteg expressing pride, praise and congratulations to the Round Table, Ladies Circle and Town Council for the ‘feel good factor’ engendered by this community run event which was enjoyed by all age groups.
Members were advised that letters of thanks had been sent to the Organisations who had supported the Council and assisted in the organisation and execution of the Parade etc.
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Members were further advised that the
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

317
SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCIL CLERKS

Notice of annual membership renewal received for 2007 at a cost 

£120.00.

RESOLVED:  That membership be renewed for 2007.

318
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

CALL FOR CANDIDATE SITES 

BCBC submitted the above to WAG in October 2006, details on website.  

The next stage in the LDP process involves work on preparing pre-deposit proposals.  First action to ask developers, landowners and the public to nominate candidate sites for potential allocation in the emerging LDP.  This could be for any land use – residential, employment, retailing, public open space minerals, waste community uses.  Whilst there is no guarantee that suggestions will be taken forward, it will enable the Council to assess the availability of sites when promulgating the Plan Vision and subsequent Strategic Options.

Plans outlining sites with an Ordinance Survey base together with questionnaire and form which should be returned to BCBC by 31st January 2007.
RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the agenda for discussion at the January meeting.
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319
BCBC – TEMPORARY CLOSURE ORDERS

OLD PARISH ROAD, MAESTEG

WEST OF MAESTEG AND SOUTH WEST OF LLANGYNWYD VILLAGE

Public notice and plans relating to the above Orders has been received.  Temporary closures required for the Wales Rally GB to take effect on 30th November to 1st December 2007.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.

320
V2C SHELTERED UNITS

Notice received of vacancies at Hafan Deg Sheltered Accommodation unit at Cwmfelin.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
321
BCBC CORPORATE IMPROVEMENT PLAN
     SUMMARY 2006-9 
Copy of the above received from BCBC.  This is an integral component of the Wales Programme for Improvement, its main purpose is to provide local people and organisations with an overview of the authority’s current performance and its priorities for improvement over the next 3 years.  In accordance with the LGA 1999 the Summary must be available for public inspection.  Any comments can be submitted in due course.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
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322
SEWTA BUSINESS PLAN 2006/7

Copy of the above received, available for inspection upon request.

Major events during 2006/7 include a works start on the Ebbw Vale Lines and the development of the Regional Transport Plan.  Both will contribute to demonstrate what can be achieved by all parties working together to deliver real improvements to transport services. 

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.

323
COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

Notice of next meeting of the above to be held on 9th January 2007 at Innovations Centre, Bridgend Science Park.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

324
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Copy of the November edition of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.

325
THE LLYNFI NEWS

Copy of the November edition of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.

326
CPRW – RURAL WALES

Copy of the Autumn edition of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
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327
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  BRIDGEND VICTIM SUPPORT

Letter received from the Manager of the above locally based voluntary organisation that deals with all aspects of support for victims of crime.  The Council are asked to consider supporting this organisation with a financial donation.    Cllr J Williams declared an interest in this item and took no part in the discussion.

Balance Sheet and information now received and inspected by Members, due to the people supported locally following suffering crimes against them within the area, it was
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to BVS under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2.  BRIDGEND WOMENS AID

This is a 20 year old local charity helping families throughout Bridgend County, tackling domestic abuse.  There are two crisis refuges housing eight families, but more accommodation is desperately needed for families who wish to rebuild their lives within the community.
Assistance is required to set up and furnish new accommodation of five units that funds have been acquired for.  £40,000 is required and the Council are asked to consider assisting the charity.  

Audited accounts has been achieved - financing staff and projects are dependent on grants and donations, together with some housing support costs from the WAG.

The Clerk has been advised that no funds are available for the new project to date.  Due to the valuable work undertaken locally with families trying to resolve their problems of domestic abuse, it was 
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RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to Bridgend Women’s Aid under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

3.  SAMARITANS – BRIDGEND BRANCH

Letter received from the Fundraising Officer of the above, which has supported the area for 30 years.  £50 per day is required to maintain the Branch and help answer the 20,000 telephone calls they receive per annum.  The Council are asked to consider sponsoring the Charity for one or more days. 
Members appreciate the work undertaken by this local Charity and it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate sum of £50 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

4.  NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD WALES

Letter received from the Chair of the Executive Committee requesting assistance for the 2007 Eisteddfod of Wales which will be held in Mold, Flintshire.  The site has finally been achieved with the assistance of the WLGA. However, the delay now means that grant aid is now required to ensure that the 2007 Eisteddfod be put on a firm financial footing.   The Festival is one of the largest of its kind in Europe, and part of the Welsh culture.       
Reference was made to local Organisations who take part in this annual festival of Wales, and it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate sum of £50 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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5.  LLYNFI VALLEY 16-25 PROJECT

Letter received from the Project Manager of the above which is a local charity based in the Courthouse, Maesteg.  A wide range of services are safely provided for young people, and the aim is get them back into education and employment.  The current aim is to provide training courses for teenagers in Safety Awareness and Anger Management. Costs to run these courses is £360, which will be subsidised by parents in the sum of £120.  The Council are asked to consider contributing to the shortfall.
During a discussion Members asked for further information to be supplied before full consideration could be given to this application, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk contact the Project Manager requesting the following: 

1.  Attendance figures for the Courthouse 
2.  Who would be delivering the training courses.
          The matter to be deferred until received.
 328   ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS
Cllr Teesdale advised that he is awaiting information from Officers at BCBC.

During a discussion several options for speed restriction were discussed:

· Laleston Community Council has invested in a speed gun. Members considered how this will be used, as although training can be provided to operate, proceedings can only be taken forward by Police Officers

· speed visors, flashing up speed of vehicles thereby increasing awareness – successful in some areas with responsible drivers; however it had been reported that it can increase speeds by irresponsible drivers.
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· Flashing ‘slow/araf’ signs increase awareness of speed particularly in built up areas or danger zones

· Static cameras and their cost implications

· Physical chicanes in the highway forcing vehicles to slow down.

          The Clerk advised that Llangynwyd Middle Community had seen    

improvements in speed reduction since the speed visors had been temporarily placed in Cwmfelin.  The device had been placed on site following discussions with the Police Authority. The Clerk had made  enquiries and was awaiting a response.  It was
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk gather as much information as possible, and either make a further report or arrange a meeting with the relevant agencies who are best equipped to offer the Council advice.

Reference was made to the lack of paved pedestrian areas in Crown Road/Chestnut Grove/Cemetery Road.  Members had been under the impression that this work should have been included within the reclamation scheme at the washery site.  It was

RESOLVED:  That further enquiries be made into this matter.

329    DELEGATES REPORTS
BCBC Town & Community Council Forum

Cllr Jenkins had attended a meeting of the above where the following had been discussed:

· Arising from minutes of previous meetings – public toilets were considered

· PACT meetings – suggestion made to establish a co-ordinated partnership group with Police and BCBC to speed up issues raised at meetings.  This Group would likely meet on a three monthly basis and try to prevent duplication of work by all agencies involved.  It was decided that one town/community councillor should sit on the group, and a representative will be 
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· decided at the next meeting following nominations from Councils.

· Art & Design – the impact of art and design on communities involved in regeneration programmes.  Involvement by Planning Department is necessary in order that works reflect the area in which they are exhibited.
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

330    MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE
Cllr Williams advised that the Council’s website is now up and running – www.maestegcouncil.org. – further material will be included shortly, e.g. photographs, Rights of Way information, etc.  Photographs of Members are required for inclusion.  Suggestions for additional information are invited.  
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted, and Members thanked Cllr Williams for his hard work in establishing the website.

331
PLANS

Cllrs W May, W B Evans, D K Edwards and W H C Teesdale left the meeting at this point.
RESOLVED:  That a Committee of Council consider the following plans which were read and considered:
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Ref


P/06/1489/FUL/AG


Applicant 

S White





142 Bridgend Road, Maesteg


Development
Two residential dwellings


Location

Caergymrig Farm, Maesteg  

It was decided to Recommend to Council that it SUPPORT the proposal providing there is adequate highway access.
332
PLANNING APPEAL

Notice of an appeal being made to the National Assembly in respect of:


Ref


P/06/985/FUL


Development
Bathroom, shower room built over existing





Kitchen/bathroom.


Location

102 High Street, Nantyffyllon.


planning permission was refused by BCBC for the following reason:

‘the proposed development by virtue of its scale and design would dominate adjoining properties to an unacceptable degree thereby resulting in a significant loss of residential amenity, which is contrary to Policy EV45 of the UDP.’

During a discussion Members considered the site location of the proposal, and referred to Council’s original support of the application in Minute 190 it was:
It was decided to Recommend to Council that it support the appeal.
Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council

held on 2nd January 2006

…………………

Mayor
