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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of Meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on TUESDAY, 7th November 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:

W May (Mayor)






S B Smith, T T Mizen, C Norton,






W B Evans, P W Jenkins, L Beedle, 

D K Edwards, W H C Teesdale, H Fenney,

J Williams, S Sullivan.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs:  L Simmons, P Simmons, 
P John, A Gould and G Howells.

252
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W B Evans, W May, S B Smith  and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllrs W May and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.  
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee.
Cllrs W B Evans, H Fenney and S Sullivan declared an interest in the item relating to the Royal British Legion as members of that organisation.
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Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee, and also to any matters referring to Llynfi Valley Community Transport.

253
POLICING ISSUES  (MINUTE 197)

1.  Telephone System

Letter received from Inspector Curtis apologising if the Members were now aware of the dates of the last PACT meetings, and thanking the Council for the use of the Chamber for future PACT meetings.

With regard to the difficulty in receiving a response from the 655555 main police number, a list of telephone numbers for Neighbourhood Policing Teams within the Llynfi Valley are provided for Members confidential information.  These can be used to contact a relevant officer when he/she is on duty for non-urgent calls, as a delay in response can occur when the officer is off duty. For urgent calls Members were advised to ring 999.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted and information be made available to Members upon request.

2.  Station Street, Maesteg

Also arising from Minute 197 a long letter was presented to Council from BCBC’s Transportation Department responding to the suggestion that pavements in Station Street be narrowed to ease congestion in the street.  The Department is aware of the problems in Station Street from previous representations from Council, and several schemes have been considered and included in a list of over 400 sites for consideration when funding becomes available.  
RESOLVED:  That a copy of the letter be made available to Members upon request.

3.  Crime Figures

Figures were presented for November, showing a slight drop in Caerau and East Wards, but a marked increase in the West Ward due 
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to increased theft from stores which is seasonal and increase in assaults.
4.  Underage Drinking

An operation in Caerau recently has been successful to combat this problem, charges have been brought and ASBO’s issued.  A similar operation is planned within the Town targeting areas to combat excessive and underage drinking.  Traders will be approached, test purchasing will be undertaken with Trading Standards as well as enquiries made where older members of the public are purchasing alcohol for youths.   Members hope that an operation of this nature will not simply target a specific area e.g. Town Centre and drive the problem elsewhere, reference was particularly made to the Maesteg Welfare Park which requires continual police attention.  Assurance was given that several problem areas will be targeted.
It was reported that youths were carrying slabs of cans in Llynfi Lane this evening.

5.  Police Report

Parking at Caerau Square

Residents have been approached and given a verbal warning with a threat of further action if the problems continue.  At present this problem has decreased.
Burglaries

Arrests have been made and offenders have been given a prison term for the offences.

6.  Caerau

Lane rear of Caerau Road

It was reported that youths are causing an annoyance to residents in the above land, which is an ideal site for alley gates which may stop the problems which has been successful in reducing crime in other areas .

Caerau Square

Taxis reversing onto the main road is still causing problems and a danger at Caerau Square
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Bedw/Magazine Street

Youths are antagonising residents in this area.
These matters will be passed to the Caerau Team for investigation.

7.  New footbridge – Town Centre

It was reported that several of the footlights in this new structure have been broken, considerable damage also to the landscaping of the bridge.  This type of behaviour will have a detrimental effect on the town where thousands of pounds has been spent to regenerate the area, and will discourage people from the Town.  Officers were asked if any arrests have been made and ensure that the area is targeted.
Officers present were not aware, the Clerk provided a crime reference for the incident which was reported to Police and Council at the time of incident.  Enquiries will be made and a further report submitted at the next meeting.
8.  Parking  
Commercial Street, Maesteg

Officers were asked for more positive action to be taken with cars persistently parking outside the parking bays in Commercial Street, particularly by take-away delivery drivers near the police station.

It was reported that the Town had received a visit by the traffic warden this week when 21 tickets were issued.  

It was stressed that patrols are required during the evenings and at night.   This problem will be passed to the Maesteg Team.

Nantyffyllon School

Parents are once again parking illegally in Garnwen Terrace on zig-zag lines outside the above school creating a danger to children and completely blocking the street.  A police car was witnessed driving through the street, but no drivers were approached.  Officers reported that the school had been visited and the Head had advised that parking was no longer an issue; however this matter will be investigated further.

Bridgend Road, Maesteg

It was reported that people are continuing to park on double yellow lines when visiting the takeaway in Bridgend Road.  Since bollards have been placed on one side of the road, motorists are now parking 
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on the opposite side on the bend almost to the Whitehart blocking the road near the concrete refuge forcing drivers to use the wrong lane.

Officers will target the area.

Castle Street, Maesteg 
The area near the Salvation Army Hall has been repaved within the last few years, and it was reported once again that motorists are continuing to park on the pavement, not only causing damage but blocking the highway for pedestrians.   Officers will target the area.

9.  Incidents - Town Centre 

Officers were asked for information on:

· An incident in Talbot Street where a large gang were congregated – arrests were made for a shop lifting offence and a crowd had gathered.

· A racially motivated incident in Commercial Street – Officers had no information on this incident.

10.  Incident – Picton Street, Nantyffyllon.

Officers were asked for information on a recent incident in Picton Street – Members were advised that this matter is still being investigated.

11.  PACT Meetings
The dates of the above for Maesteg East & West were confirmed.  Concern was once again expressed on the lack of advertising in the proper places for these meetings.  The public must be made aware of dates and venues etc in order to achieve maximum attendance.  Officers stated that leaflets had been circulated and posters put in the Wards.
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254
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 3rd  October, together with Minutes of Rights of Way Committee held on 11th October 2006, Planning Sub Committee and Christmas Street Lighting Sub Committee  held on 26th October 2006 were read and accepted as a true record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

255
POLLING STATIONS (MINUTE 198)
Members asked if a further date to receive an Officer from the Electoral Service Section to discuss the above had been set and were advised that as yet no date is arranged.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
256
CAERAU NEIGHBOURHOOD

HOUSING RENEWAL AREA (MINUTE 199)
Members were advised that an exhibition on the above has been arranged at Caerau Athletic Club on 8th November 2006 open 11.00am – 7.00pm.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
-169-

257
MAESTEG MARKET

FARMERS MARKET  (MINUTE 204)

Members have been provided with details of survey of market traders indicating their individual support for a monthly farmers market in Maesteg (copy circulated to Members).
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
258
COUNCIL OFFICES (MINUTE 209)
Members asked if the required work detailed in Minute 209 had been undertaken by contractors, and received a negative response.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Surveyor (Messrs Ferrier, Hart & Thomas) to have work completed as soon as possible.
259
NEATH ROAD, MAESTEG (MINUTE 216)
Reference was made to the recent resurfacing works undertaken in Neath Road, disappointment expressed as no green markings had been placed at the bus stop to prevent parking on the bend.  It was once again suggested that double yellow lines be placed between Brynmawr Place and Salisbury Road junctions in the interest of highway safety.  It was 
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Teesdale, as the BCBC Ward Member, follow up this matter with the relevant Officers in BCBC.

260
CAR BOOT SALE (MINUTE 217)
It was reported that the market area is considered unsuitable for a car boot sale by the newly appointed BCBC Market Manager.  Members felt that the whole point of holding a car boot sale in Maesteg is to encourage trade in the market and Town Cntre.  It was
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RESOLVED:  That the Clerk discuss this matter with the Market Manager, and investigate areas within the Town to hold a boot sale.

261
2006 SUMMER PLAYSCHEMES – GARTH  (MINUTE 220)

Letter received from BCBC Parks & Playing Fields Group Manager expressing disappointment at the reduction of partnership funding as detailed in Minute 220.  It is accepted that the Council would not want to make a full contribution for the Garth scheme, but the Council are asked to consider a 50% contribution to supplement the scheme at Llangynwyd Playing Fields – where the two members of staff engaged for Garth were redeployed to deal with increased numbers of  children who were encouraged to attend that site.

Members were advised that notification from Garth School refusing permission to hold the playscheme at the school had not been received by the Department, and was only received by word of mouth after arrangements had been made to operate as normal in the School.  Celtic Social Club was thought to be unsuitable and Garth Pavilion was unavailable. 
The task of arranging playschemes on an annual basis is becoming increasingly onerous, with staff frustrated by the difficulties of arranging and holding playschemes through various issues.
Members are asked to use their local knowledge to consider alternative venues for 2007, with premises offering basic provision of toilet and welfare facilities with access to a yard or playing field, which made Garth School an ideal venue.  Members are asked to make representations to the School to help the cause for next year.
Cllrs W B Evans, D K Edwards and W May declared an interest in this item as Governors of Garth Primary School.

The Council were informed that this matter had been discussed by the Board of Governors and reasons for their refusal to use the school for the Playscheme were supplied to BCBC in plenty of time for alternative arrangements to be made.   
Following a discussion it was
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RESOLVED:  That no contribution be made to supplement the Llangynwyd Scheme where staff were re-deployed.

262
STREET SIGNS (MINUTE 229)
The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from a resident of Mill View regarding missing street signs in Mill View; causing difficulties with delivery drivers etc.  Members confirmed that Emergency vehicles also find difficulty in identifying certain house numbers within the Estate.

Council were advised that this matter had been previously reported to BCBC, who had responded that the year’s budget for sign replacement had already been expended, and unless additional funding can be secured it will not be possible to replace any further signs until 2007.

Following a discussion it was 

RESOLVED:  That the complainant’s letter be referred to BCBC, and copies of correspondence on this matter be sent to the Mill View’ resident.
263
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  
(MINUTE 232)

Letters of thanks have been received from the following:

· Llangynwyd Rangers Junior FC

· British Legion

· Maesteg Round Table

· Garth Primary School

· Urdd Gobaith Cymru

· Marie Curie Cancer Care – West Wales

RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

-172-
264
CHRISTMAS STREET LIGHTING 

2006 ARRANGEMENTS (MINUTE 250)
Members were asked to consider providing refreshments after the Switch-on parade, as is normal practice, for those who have helped organise the 2006 arrangements and parade and supported the Council during the year.

RESOLVED:  That refreshments be provided for invited guests with costs borne out of Part B of the Mayor’s allowance.

265
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL

DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 2006

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of October 2006 (copies of which had been circulated to Members) amounting to £18127.46 be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

266
COUNCIL CHAMBER HIRE

1.  Llynfi Valley Branch – Labour Party 

Meetings of the above had been held in the Chamber on 24th and 31st October 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

2.  BCBC – Washery Liaison Committee  

BCBC have booked the Chamber for a meeting of the above Committee – Wednesday, 15th November 2006 at 6.00pm.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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267
ARMORIAL BEARINGS

The Mayor had received a request from Ms J Terry who was embarking on a visit to Malawi in October.  Ms Terry will be taking aid to Mbame school, and has previously assisted in the building of classrooms within the school providing information about South Wales and our culture.   As a resident of the Llynfi Valley the Council were asked to provide a visual token of Maesteg to place within the School.
The Mayor agreed to provide a copy of the Armorial Bearings, together with a copy of ‘Maesteg in Picture Postcards’.  Letter of thanks received.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

268
RAILINGS – LLWYNDERW SCHOOL PLAYING FIELD

E-mail received from the BCBC Youth Offending Team regarding above, advising that gloss paint had been purchased to finish the railings.  The Council were asked to cover the cost of £67.50.

The Mayor had agreed to reimburse the YOT.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

269
TV LICENSING etc

Letter received, with copy letter to the above Authority (copy had been circulated to Members), regarding the removal of this service from the Post Office.  The Post Office has always been a reliable efficient service provided to the public which is being stripped bit by bit of its business.  The Council are asked to consider this point.

Members endorsed the comments made in the letter, and opposed the reduction in Service available to the public at post offices.  It was

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the Secretary of State at the Department of Trade & Industry requesting that any pressure possible 
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be applied in order that this government policy be reviewed and local services restored at post offices.

270
LLYNFI ROAD CAR PARK – PUBLIC TOILETS
Letter received from BCBC Architectural & Technical Services Section, stating that Members will be aware that the facilities in question were subject to extensive vandalism over a period of years.  Due to the facility being unmanned it was impossible to control this, and maintain the facility to a standard the public were entitled to expect.  An enquiry was received from the Council’s Property Manager concerning the future of the toilets, which from an operation standpoint the Directorate could not support the retention of the facilities unless they could be manned, unfortunately there was insufficient funds to proved full time attendants.

Quotations have been received for the provision of a prefabricated toilet within the car park.  BCBC have been contacted regarding this matter and a response is awaited.
RESOLVED:  That information gathered to be discussed prior to Precept meeting in January 2007.
271
COUNCIL OFFICES, MAESTEG  
Letter received from Messrs King Davies & Partners confirming that the lease with RL Edwards is now complete, and rent has been paid to date.
A response is still awaited from Citizens Advice Bureau and Bridgend County Borough regarding leasing arrangements.   CAB rent has been paid to 31st September 2006.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted
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272
RCT PENSION FUND
Advice received of annual meeting for Employers – 20th November 2006 at RCT Headquarters, Clydach Vale, 10.00am-12.30pm.  Topics to be covered;

Fund Restructuring;   Admin up-date:  Local Authority Pension Fund Forum:  Performance of Pension Fund Investments:  Renaissance of AVC’s.
One representative is invited.

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor, Cllr W May, attend the meeting.

273
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984

MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

COMMERCIAL STREET, MAESTEG   
Copy of Public Notice and Order in respect of the following:

· (Revocation) – (Prohibition of Waiting)    (Prohibition of Loading and Unloading)

· (Limitation of Waiting) (Loading and Unloading)

· (Disabled Persons Parking Place)

· (Hackney carriage and stand (police parking bay)

· Traffic Order 2006.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
274
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

UPDATE FOR KEY STAKEHOLDERS – OCTOBER 2006
Draft Delivery Agreement on BLDP consultation closed 8.09.06, presented to Council and ratified on 05.10.06, submitted to WAG 06.10.06.   Response from WAG expected by 06.11.06.

Details of availability of changes and responses to representations received made to document provided.  
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Details of BCBC’s undertakings for the future were provided, which have arisen as a direct result of Key Stakeholder Forums. 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report.

29 representations received during consultation process on the above.  Consultants are considering these as well as comments of the Stakeholder Forum meeting – responses due by end of October.  Report will be made to the LDP Steering Group and Council.

LDP Preparation – next steps

Prepare Pre-deposit proposals – Developers, land-owners and the public will be asked to nominate ‘candidate sites’ for potential allocation in the emerging LDP.  This will help the Council assess the availability of sites in relation to formulating a Plan Vision and subsequent Strategic Options for development.  All sites need to be assessed against criteria stipulated by the Council and will be collated together as a Site Register for public inspection.

Next meeting of the LDP Stakeholder Forum in early 2007 will discuss the LDP Vision and Strategic Options.

During a discussion Members asked for a comment be referred to BCBC to ascertain whether within the LDP conditions/partnerships could be imposed on large developers to provide public toilets within any proposed development.
RESOLVED:  That this point be submitted to BCBC for consideration.
275
DRAFT GUIDANCE ON THE CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOODS

& ENVIRONMENT ACT
Above consultation document received from WAG (available for inspection), which includes draft copies of regulations in respect of fixed penalty notices and dog control orders.  Comments invited by 29th December 2006.

RESOLVED:  That Members read and study the document and report responses to next Council meeting.
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276
MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION FORUM
Minutes of last meeting of the above (21st September 2006) received and available for inspection.  Next meeting will be held on Thursday, 18th January 2007 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber Maesteg.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
277
NATIONAL ANTHEM CELEBRATION EVENT
Letters received from MP thanking the Council for its contribution to the above, and advising that due to the success of the event in Maesteg Town Hall a further committee meeting has been arranged at his Office for 10th November 2006 at 4.00pm.  

NB:  The MP’s office is moving to Unit 112-113 Commercial Street, Maesteg on 30th October 2006.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
278
ONE VOICE WALES
Long letter received from the Chief Executive of One Voice Wales advising that a reduced membership rate is available for new members for 2006/7 at 65% of the current annual subscription.  The Council’s fee would be £1086.  This reduction is on the understanding that membership would be renewed in 2007/8. (Letter available for inspection).
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
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279
YSGOL BRYN CASTELL CHOIR
Thank you card received from the children of the above Choir, whose trip the Council assisted some time ago.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
280
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD
Notice of meeting of the above received (12th October 2006).  Papers available for inspection.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
281
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Copy of the October edition of the above received, and available upon request.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
282
THE LLYNFI NEWS
Copy of the October edition of the above received and available upon request. 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
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283
LCAS BULLETIN
Copy of the Autumn edition of the above received and available upon request.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
284
EUROPEAN UNION
Inforegio - Copy of the September edition of the above received and available upon request.
Growth & Jobs Strategy/Reform of European cohesion policy - Copy of the June edition of the above received and available upon request.

Newsletter - Copy of the September edition of the above received and available upon request.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
285
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND LAUNCH
Details received of launch of above – 13th November at 10.30am at Bridgend College Business Centre.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
286
BRIDGEND BIODIVERSITY
Copy of the Autumn edition of the above received and available upon request.
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RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
287    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
1.  BRIDGEND VICTIM SUPPORT
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in this item.

Letter received from the Manager of the above locally based voluntary organisation that deals with all aspects of support for victims of crime.  The Council are asked to consider supporting this organisation with a financial donation.

Balance Sheet etc awaited.
RESOLVED:  That this application be deferred until information n is received.

2. GARTH WELFARE PARK FLOODLIT MULTI-SPORT PROJECT
Letter received from the Hon Secretary of the above Group advising that BCBC who will be managing the construction of the project, have requested that all funding be available before commencement of work, which is due to start in December or January and likely to take approximately six weeks.  

The Council are asked to release the £10,000 pledged to the Project in June 2006.
RESOLVED:  That the funds be released in accordance with previous decision of Council detailed in Minute 59.1, under Section LG(MP)A 1976 S.19.
3.  NODDFA YOUTH CENTRE
Letter received form the Senior Youth Worker of Noddfa thanking the Mayor for attending at the Youth Centre recently, and requesting the Council to consider a request for financial assistance towards a table tennis table the Centre wish to purchase at a cost of £250.00.
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Due to the excellent work undertaken by Noddfa within the community, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the Sum of £100 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
4.  BOBATH CYMRU CHILDREN’S THERAPY CENTRE
Letter received from Chair of Trustees of above, enclosing a supporting letter from a family who have benefited through the centre’s work.  The Centre is registered charity providing specialist therapy to children from all over Wales who suffer from cerebral palsy, and are referred by their consultant paediatrician.  Children are accepted regardless of the severity of their disability and at no charge to the families.  The Council are to consider granting financial support to the Centre.  Annual report attached.

Due to the excellent work undertaken by this charity within its field, providing support and assistance to families in Wales, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the Sum of £100 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
288
PROPOSED EXHIBITION AREA
COUNCIL OFFICES

The Clerk reported on information received from Zurich Municipal, the Council’s public liability insurance will operate in respect of the Council’s legal liability so that if anyone alleges an injury etc sustained through the Council’s negligence then the current policy provides cover.  However, the Council cannot be held responsible for something that a local group does, or take on the legal liability of another.  

The Council should therefore ensure that groups hold their own “plc” insurance, to provide cover against any damage caused to property etc. and against injury.  To this end Hirers Liability cover can be provided, where user groups must enter into and sign a contract with 
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the Council, with costs being passed to the group.   This cover is usually based on annual hiring fees or the number of hirings.  A deposit premium is charged and adjusted annually as a percentage of the fee income you declare to Zurich.  A register of all insured hirings must be kept.
During a discussion, reference was made to charitable groups who are granted use of the exhibition area or council chamber free of charge.  It was 

RESOLVED:   that 

· The Council take out the Hirer’s Liability as detailed

· if charitable user groups hold their own insurance no fee will be required
· fees to charitable groups who enter into the Council’s insurance contract, will be considered on its own merits
· The Council consider the purchase of equipment for the exhibition area in Committee following this meeting

289
LLYNFI VALLEY TRANSPORTATION PROPOSAL

‘A BRIDGE TO OPPORTUNITIES’

A copy of the above report had been circulated to Members.  It was stated that this excellent report had its merits and an alternative transportation system into the valley would support local industry by carrying freight thereby alleviating problems on the highway infrastructure which is totally unsuitable to serve the Llynfi Valley.  Whilst costs of such a proposal would be prohibitive it was felt that alternatives must be put forward, considered and achieved with the correct political will.  It was
RESOLVED:  That 

· A copy be sent to the WAG Minister for Transport with the Council’s support

· A copy be sent to the local AM

· Thanks be relayed to Mr Davies, the Report author
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290
ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS

Members had been asked to discuss areas within their wards which would benefit from a road safety scheme (Minute 235).
West Ward

Members agreed to await information from Cllr Teesdale.
Caerau Ward
It was reported that side roads are as susceptible to speeding as the main roads and therefore a danger, they should be investigated for speed restrictions.

East Ward

The Talbot Street/Castle Street, Maesteg, traffic lights are out of synchronisation, creating a tail back which obstructs the pedestrian crossing.  A yellow box junction at the site was suggested to alleviate problems.

Nantyffyllon Ward

Due to the extensive road safety scheme planned in Nantyffyllon by BCBC, it was suggested that investigations be made into the pacing of flashing speed monitor within the area, which Members felt does result in an increased awareness of speed.

Following a general discussion it was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be deferred for further discussion until Council receive the highway report from Cllr Teesdale, following his investigations with BCBC Transportation Officers.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
291
ARMISTICE – CENOTAPH
The Clerk reported that arrangements had been made to clean and floodlight the Maesteg Cenotaph during armistice.  Caerau cenotaph had been inspected and general cleaning only is required.
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RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed, and costs be borne out of Part B of the Mayor’s Allowance. 

292
MAESTEG TOWN HALL

It was reported that the area adjacent to the foot of the front steps is covered with weeds and full of rubbish.  As the Hall is used as a prestigious venue for various concerts, weddings etc and welcomes high profile guests including BCBC dignitaries, concern was expressed that the first impression visitors have to the Hall is marred by the lack of maintenance.  
When efforts are made to clear this area, Members are told that it is outside the curtilage of the Town Hall Management Committee and is the responsibility of BCBC who still own the building and are therefore responsible for the exterior maintenance.  It was also reported that weeds and shrubs are growing in the rear steps of the Hall which require urgent attention.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to BCBC, with a copy to the Chair of the Town Hall Board of Directors, requesting that BCBC investigate these complaints with a view to clearing the areas as detailed, and urge the relevant Directorate to incorporate them into the standard cleaning schedule within the Maesteg Town Centre.

293
REAR LANE PLASNEWYDD STREET/TALBOT STREET

It was reported that the above lane is in a disgusting condition.  Members were advised that it is an unadopted highway, efforts were made by BCBC to incorporate the cleaning and gating of this lane within Phase II of the regeneration programme.  However this required the permission from the landowners, and this part of the scheme failed due to lack of response etc.  
RESOLVED:  That the report be noted.
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THE COUNCIL THEN RESOLVED 

TO GO INTO COMMITTEE 

294
EXHIBITION/MEETING AREA

PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT

Following a discussion when it was stated that currently equipment is often borrowed from the Town Hall which presents difficulties, and which is considered a risk under Health and Safety regulations.  

It was also stated that the Council must comply with conditions of the grants received to refurbish the building, in that as much public space as possible is made available.  

It is also intended to utilise the exhibition area for the display of  Council responsibilities, eg rights of way maps etc.

It was agreed that the Committee consider costings received from three suppliers, to provide:

Folding tables,  chairs,  display boards.  


which the Clerk presented.

During a discussion concern on the floor condition of the room was raised, Committee were advised that this matter is being considered within the survey which is awaited from the Surveyors who is advising on Disabled access, Health & Safety regulations etc.  It was decided to Recommend to Council that 
· the equipment be purchased,  

· the lowest quotation received be approved in the total sum of £1300.

Cllrs W B Evans and W H C Teesdale abstained from this decision.
THE COMMITTEE THEN WENT BACK INTO COUNCIL
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295
EXHIBITION/MEETING AREA

PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT

RESOLVED:  That

MINUTE  294   be confirmed, approved and adopted.
Cllrs W B Evans, W May, W C H Teesdale and S B Smith left the meeting at this point.  
296
PLANS

The following plans were read:
Ref


P/06/1293/FUL/NM



Applicant

W Dawkins 




6 Crown Road, Maesteg

Development
Single Storey extension to front elevation

Location

12 Crown Row, Maesteg

Ref


A/06/48/ADV/AG

Applicant

Lloyds TSB, Bristol

Development
New Bank Signage

Location

18-19 Talbot Street, Maesteg

Ref


P/06/1335/FUL/JP

Applicant

E M Richards & Partners




Brynllefrith Farm, Caerau

Development
Storage up to 30 touring caravans

Location

Brynllefrith Farm, Caerau
Ref


P/06/1362/FUL/NM

Applicant

W C John




36 Harvey Street, Maesteg 
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Development
Construct Garage
Location

Rear of 3 Harvey Street, Maesteg  

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications.
Ref


P/06/1276/FUL/NM

Applicant

T Reffell




Kent Road, Bridgend Industrial Estate


Development
Conversion of first floor storerooms into a two




Bedroom & one bedroom flats

Location

15/16 Church Street, Maesteg

RESOLVED:  That the Council OBJECT to the above application for the following reasons:

1. The proposal would create additional on-street parking to the detriment of highway safety

2. This is predominantly a commercial area and should be retained as such.

Ref


A/06/42/ADV/RB

Applicant

G Morgan




Coytrahen Hotel, 115 Bethania Street, Maesteg


Development
Various advertising signage (Revised application to retain Adverts received 25.10.06)

Location

Coytrahen Hotel, 115 Bethania Street, Maesteg

RESOLVED:  The Council SUPPORT the retention of existing signage, but oppose any additional signs.

Ref


P/06/1353/FLX/DCD

Applicant

Morbaine Ltd




The Finlan Centre, Widness

Development
Vary condition 6 of planning permission 06/1053 –




Amends to width of carriageway & footpath

-188-

Location
Land adj to Maesteg RFC & Sports Centre,  Maesteg.

Cllr H Fenney declared an interest in this application.  

RESOLVED:  That the Council submit the following observation on this proposal:

1. That the condition imposed in the determination of 06/1053 be retained in the interest of highway safety, and that no narrowing of the highway or footpath be allowed.

297
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS


Decision taken by BCBC received to date were presented to Council.


RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

Read and accepted at a

Meeting of the Council

held on 5th December 2006

…………………………

Mayor

