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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 6th June 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:          W May (Mayor)





T T Mizen, C Norton, D K Edwards,
                                         L Beedle, P W Jenkins, H Fenney,
                                         S Sullivan, 
J Williams, W H C Teesdale,

                                         A Gould, L Simmons, P Simmons,

                                         S B Smith, P John.
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs W B Evans and

G Howells.  

25
BEREAVEMENT
The Mayor asked the Members to stand as a mark of respect to

Mr Glyn Devine who had recently passed away.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk send a letter of condolence and sympathy to the family and a donation of £25 be sent to the Funeral Director for the family’ charity, Cancer Research, in lieu of flowers.
26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W May, S B Smith and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllrs L Simmons and P John declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being an employee of that Authority.
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Cllrs W May and S Sullivan declared an interest in any matters relating to the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Cllrs  L Beedle, P John and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllr J Williams declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall, his wife being an employee.
27
POLICE MATTERS
The Mayor welcomed the Police Officers to the meeting and asked for a report.

CRIME FIGURES

It was reported that there had been a decrease in crime figures;  at this time last year 1040 crimes had been committed, reduced to 827  this year.  This was due to a number of known offenders in the Valley being in custody; however, they have now been released. The Officer asked that Members urge the public to be aware and vigilant in locking up cars, property, sheds, etc. Officers will be on the alert, being fully aware of whom the individuals are.

PARKING PROBLEMS 
It was reported that taxis, parking illegally, were causing problems at the following locations:

Caerau Square
Taxis parking on the bend in this area and illegally parking opposite Station Hotel which restricted vision splay; this situation would be looked into.  
Commercial Street Maesteg 

Motorists are still parking at this location outside the parking areas, where the road narrows, causing an obstruction to the traffic flow.  Members reported that the takeaway delivery 
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drivers were still parking illegally.  Members were assured that all the takeaway premises in Commercial Street had been visited by the Police and they had dealt with many parking incidents in Commercial Street; however, this matter would be reported to the Inspector.

During discussion on Traffic Wardens, Members were reminded that the Inspector is in talks regarding possible funding for a traffic warden in Maesteg; the report is awaited.  It was suggested that this item be placed as an Agenda item on the next meeting of the Town and Community Council Forum, BCBC.
Caerau Road

Speeding and illegal parking incidents were reported. It was confirmed that the CCTV cameras were working in this area.  Members were advised that there is a lack of signs at this location which prevents the issuing of fixed penalties.  This is an issue for Highways Department, BCBC.

RESOLVED:  That the Council request Highways Department, BCBC, to erect the appropriate signs at this location. 

UNDER-AGE DRINKING
Members voiced concern again on the problem of under-age drinking throughout the Valley.   Reports on incidents at the following locations were noted:


Garth Welfare Park


Maesteg Welfare Park


Maesteg Town Centre


Caerau Square area
Concern was again expressed with shops in the vicinity selling alcohol to young people.

Members were advised that patrols are tackling this problem with ASBO’s being applied for; this is an on-going operation within Maesteg.  Furthermore, the Management of local shops have been 
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spoken to and warnings issued.    The incident at Caerau will be passed on to the Caerau Community Officers for their action.  
MAESTEG SKATEPARK
Members expressed concern of reports received from parents and grandparents of incidents of under-age drinking and youth annoyance occurring at this location, especially on Friday evenings. They felt that there needed to be continued police presence in around this area.  The Officer stated that the Police had not been advised of this and urged that members of the public contact them immediately incidents occur.  The Officer assured the Members that this would be reported to the Inspector and action taken.  
OFF ROAD MOTOR CYCLES
It was reported that riders are still using the public roads to access off road sites creating a danger; Alma Road and Yr Ysfa now being targeted.  Various incidents at this location were discussed and the Officer confirmed that members of the public must be encouraged to advise the Police when these incidents occur; the more calls the Police receive, will give Managers a clearer picture of the stress these offences cause. Members were assured that the informants will remain anonymous.  It was noted that this issue was being considered by PACT; the Council will be kept updated.     
POLICE RESPONSE

Cllr Williams requested that congratulations be passed on to  Officers for responding so quickly to a recent incident; full details were given to the Officers.
POLICE TELEPHONE SYSTEM

In response to Members’ queries, it was confirmed that non- emergency calls will now be answered much quicker on the “101 
number”, with waiting times reduced, due to a new filter system which allows calls to be passed to the relevant department/agency.
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SOUTH WALES POLICE

ATTENDANCE AT COUNCIL MEETINGS (MINUTE 498)

The Clerk advised that a letter received from Chief Inspector Paul Murphy in response to a query detailed in Minute 498, advising that whilst PACT (Partnership & Communities Together) are holding monthly meetings in accordance with the Neighbourhood Policing Model which have proved to be extremely successful, albeit in the early stages of implementation, this will not deter Officers from attending other meetings in the community including Council meetings.  Officers will still maintain their previous commitment to Council where time and the opportunity allows.


RESOLVED: 
To note the information.

POLICING ISSUES
The Council thanked the Officers for taking on board the complaints Members had reported.  However, it is felt that some of the matters raised are policy issues and require discussion with a senior officer.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to the Divisional Commander requesting that a Senior Officer attend a future meeting of the Council to discuss policing problems in Maesteg. 

28
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on
2nd May 2006, together with Minutes of the Special Council meeting held on 16th May 2006, Annual General Meeting held on 23rd May 2006 and the Planning Committee held on 25th May 2006, were read and accepted as accurate records.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.
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MATTERS ARISING
29
RIVER/GOODWIN STREET LANE (MINUTE 482)

A letter had been received form Architectural & Technical Services, BCBC, confirming that the above lane is unadopted, and therefore the Council are not responsible for its maintenance.

RESOLVED: Members noted the information.
30
PUBLIC TOILETS – MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE
(MINUTE 484)


The Clerk reported:

(i)  A letter received from Property Section, BCBC, stating that as the Department has responded to this matter on a number of occasions, the Property Manager fails to see what further assistance the Section can provide as it is unable to apply pressure on colleagues in Environmental & Planning Directorate to consider toilet provision in the Town.  This Department has also provided the Council with their considered view on this issue.  The Council’s request will however be passed to the Directorate.
(ii) A letter received from Planning Department regarding the Council’s query on toilet facilities within the plans for Wilkinson store and the proposed Tesco.  From the Wilkinson floor plans there is no detailed indication of the layout of the shop element, and therefore it is unable to ascertain whether public toilet facilities are intended.  In respect of the Tesco store development which includes a customer café facility, it is therefore anticipated that toilet facilities will be included.

During the discussion on this item, Members agreed to continue in their efforts to achieve a replacement public toilet at the Maesteg Car Park and felt that whilst the facility had been allowed to deteriorate, they did not accept that it was redundant.  Therefore, it was 
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RESOLVED:  

(i) To note the information.

(ii) To once again request the details of the sale of the land from BCBC to the Developer and to request that part of this revenue be allocated to replace a public facility within the vicinity of the Car Park.

31
MAESTEG TOWN HALL CLOCK (MINUTE 486)

An e-mail has been received from the BCBC Group Manager, Arts & Culture Services BCBC, advising that she is in consultation with the Buildings Maintenance Team on this matter, further information to follow.
RESOLVED: To await developments.  

32
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SIGNAL

TRAFFIC LIGHTS TOWN CENTRE (MINUTE 487)

The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from Transportation & Engineering Department, BCBC, regarding the traffic light timing referring to a letter to Mrs B Kasprowiak, 41 Brynmawr Place, Maesteg; copy circulated to Members, which outlines the situation.  When the result of the speed check is received the request will be reviewed.  
RESOLVED: To await developments.

33
TRAFFIC CALMING – NEATH ROAD (MINUTE 488)
Following discussion on residents’ concerns, with regard to the excessive speeds continuing on Neath Road, and concern for the safety of young people now walking this route to access the newly erected Skatepark at Maesteg Welfare Park, it was felt that a request be made to Highways Department, BCBC, for the provision of a “zebra crossing” to make this location a safer route for our young people.  It was reported that Transportation and 
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Engineering, BCBC, were currently considering the issue of speed restrictions throughout the Town, with a view of putting forward proposals to the Council, possibly seeking partnership.

RESOLVED: To await the report.  
34
INSTALLATION OF SKATE PARK AT MAESTEG (MINUTE 490)

Members were concerned on receiving reports of vandalism and underage drinking at this site.   During discussion it was felt that regular patrols by the Police should be made at Maesteg Welfare Park, particularly during evenings and weekends to prevent this type of behaviour which could jeopardise the future of this facility.  Furthermore, Bridgend Youth Council and Bridgend Youth Service should be requested to open lines of communication with young people to discourage this behaviour.  The Council has, in partnership with BCBC, succeeded in establishing this amenity, based on consultation with local young people for their benefit, and Members felt that it now requires protection from all relevant sources to ensure its success.
RESOLVED: The Clerk to contact the Inspector of Police and the relevant Youth Organisations to seek their assistance to prevent further incidents of vandalism and underage drinking; copies of correspondence to be sent to Development Assistant, Parks and Playing Fields, BCBC.
35
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 – SECTION 14(1)(2) BOTH APPROACHES TO THE FOOTBRIDGE LEADING FROM PLASNEWYDD STREET TO THE CAR PARK OFF LLYNFI LANE (MINUTE 491)

Members noted that further copies of the Public Order Notices in respect of the above closures were received dated 2nd and 4th May 2006.
RESOLVED: To note the information.
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36
COMMUNITY TIMES – MAESTEG (MINUTE 500)
In response to a query the Clerk confirmed that the costs quoted in the above minute were for distribution to residents throughout the Maesteg Area.

RESOLVED: To note the information.

37
CAERAU COMMUNITY (MINUTE 517)

The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from Powell Dobson Urbanists Project Co-ordinator for the consultant Team appointed by V2C to prepare the Environmental Improvement Programme for Caerau; responding to the complaint relayed to V2C detailed in the above Minute.  It stated that consultation has taken place with Ward Members and Communities First Partnership, where it is believed that the Council were involved. Another round of public consultation during July is planned and the Council will be advised of further details.
During discussion Members expressed concern that such an important initiative in Caerau is being considered without the knowledge of, or any formal consultation with, the Town Council or its local representatives.   It is assumed that the elected Caerau Members have been consulted, whereas in fact the Members have learned of several actions and projects in Caerau after the planning stages are complete.
RESOLVED:   To write to the Chair of Communities First Caerau, requesting that the Council are advised of any future plans for the area to ensure that the Caerau Members are included in any consultation process;  a copy of the letter to be sent to the Communities First Co-ordinator, Community Development Worker and Caerau Members.
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38
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(MINUTE 518)
Members noted that letters of thanks for the donations detailed in Minute 518 have been received from:

Plasnewydd Primary School PTA


Rest Bay Lifeguard Club


Llynfi Valley 16-25 Project

RESOLVED: To note the information.

39
BCBC TOWN & COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

(MINUTE 520)

A letter received from Corporate Services Directorate, BCBC, advising of further meeting of the above Forum:
4th July 2006 – items for the agenda to be submitted as soon as possible.

9th October 2006 5th December 2006    6th March 2007

29th May 2007     7th August 2007    29th October 2007

RESOLVED: That the Clerk request that the following item be placed on the Agenda of the meeting to be held on 4th July 2006.

“Due to the shortage of Traffic Wardens now employed by the South Wales Police Force, and the increasing parking problems within towns causing congestion and danger to other road users, BCBC are asked to consider utilising powers available to principal authorities to employ traffic wardens to alleviate highway problems, with funds received from fines imposed being retained to fund the scheme.”
40
TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION PROGRAMME

(MINUTE 528)

The Clerk reported the following:
(i)  E-mail dated 19th May 2006 received from the Regeneration Projects Officer advising that she is to arrange a date of meeting with Traders and Members to discuss the questionnaire for public consultation following meeting with Engineers and further advice.
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(ii)  Letter received from Richard Collins on behalf of the Chamber of Trade thanking the Council for allowing the Chamber to meet and discuss the Town Centre Regeneration Programme.  The Traders wholeheartedly support the regeneration of Maesteg and were grateful for the opportunity to express their concern to the proposal for Talbot Street.  Reference was made to the seven point statement provided and detailed in Minute 518.  The Council were asked to maintain a healthy dialogue at regular meetings with the BCBC Planners, Regeneration Officers and Traders.
(iii)  Letter also received from the Chair of the Market Traders Association advising of the next meeting of the Association to take                                                   place on 14th June 2006 in the Council Chamber to discuss:


Car boot sale – best day


Farmers Market – best day


Smoking in the Market


Regeneration of the Market


Security lighting                                                                                                                                                              
Members were also advised of issues that have been addressed by BCBC following pressure from the Association.

(iv) Designs were presented to Members of suggested barriers

for the War Memorial, Minute 489 refers.  Members approved Design No 2, the bollard and chain barrier.    It was 

RESOLVED:
(i)   To note the information presented by the Clerk.

(ii)  That the Clerk advise the Regeneration Projects Officer of the 
       Members choice of barrier for the War Memorial.

41
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (MINUTE 1)
Following discussion on the format of the recently held Annual General Meeting, it was
RESOLVED: That full details of Members nominated to sit on the Sub Committees of the Council be given; this resolution to be included in the Standing Orders of the Council. 

42     LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL DURING 

         THE MONTH OF MAY 2006
         RESOLVED: That the List of Payments made by the Council

         during the month of May 2006, amounting to £35224.18;

         a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted,

         confirmed and signed by the Mayor.
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CORRESPONDENCE

43
GOLDEN/DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

The Clerk confirmed that the following couples have celebrated anniversaries and had been attended upon by the Mayor & Deputy Mayor who had presented them with bouquets/baskets of flowers and a letter of congratulations on behalf of the Council:

Golden

05.05.06. 
Mr & Mrs G Hughes, 10 Gelli Lenor, Maesteg. 

26.05.06.
Mr & Mrs J Handley, 59 Greenfield Street, Maesteg. 

Diamond

11.05.06.
Mr & Mrs J Snow, 10 Maesteg Row, Maesteg.  

It was advised that a “thank you” letter had been received on behalf of Mr & Mrs Snow advising that the action was very much appreciated and that unfortunately Mr Snow passed away a few days after the anniversary.

24.06.06.
Mr & Mrs G Ford, Windyridge, Priory Terrace, Maesteg.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

44
COUNCIL INSURANCE POLICY

Following the recent completion of the refurbishment of the Council Offices, on advice received, Zurich Municipal were asked for a revised policy schedule and premium based on an increased property value of £1.1million.  An increase to the renewal date in September of £272.63 + tax was received, which has been paid on the instruction of the Mayor & Deputy Mayor.  A revised Schedule has been received.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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45
COUNCIL CHAMBER HIRE

The Clerk reported that:

1. The Bridgend Samaritans, a registered charity, request the use of the Council Chamber on the 14th June 2006 for a volunteer recruitment evening, 6.00-9.00pm.  The event will be advertised locally.
2.  The TCCSCC had held a meeting on 1st June 2006 in the Council Chamber.

RESOLVED:  

(1)
That permission be granted for the free use of the Council Chamber.

(2)
That the action taken be confirmed.

46
‘LOCAL COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION 7TH EDITION’

The Clerk advised that an order has been placed for the above updated edition, at a cost of £60 with 20% discount as members of the SLCC, ie £48.
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

47
MAESTEG HOSPITAL CAR PARK

A letter had been received from Transportation & Engineering Section, BCBC, regarding the complaint relayed on the parking of cars ‘for sale’ in the above car park.  BCBC as owners of the car park has not granted permission for this use and several requests have been made to the owners of the vehicles to no avail.  Therefore, notices will be attached to the offending vehicles and unless they are removed immediately, action will be taken to clamp or remove them with charges incurred passed to the owners.

RESOLVED:  Members noted the information and directed the Clerk to send a letter of thanks for this effective action to the Transportation & Engineering Section, BCBC. 
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48
BCBC HIGHWAYS SIGN RENEWALS

MAESTEG GATEWAY SIGN

Cllr W H C Teesdale declared an interest in this item.

A letter had been received from Transportation & Engineering Section, BCBC, advising that a request has been submitted by Rotary Club International to erect a gateway sign to Maesteg immediately in front of a further new sign showing their logo on  the Maesteg/Cwmfelin boundary; a drawing and map was circulated to Members.   The Council were asked for their observations.
RESOLVED:  Members were in agreement with this proposal and the Clerk was directed to respond to BCBC accordingly.  
49
MAESTEG ARTS SOCIETY ANNUAL EXHIBITION
The Mayor and Members of the Council were offered an invitation to the above to take place at Maesteg Town Hall on 14th June 2006 at 7pm.
RESOLVED:  Members noted the information.
50
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF WEST GLAMORGAN COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE
An invitation to attend the above to take place at the Princess Royal Theatre in Port Talbot on 29th June at 4.30pm.
The Association will also participate in the 21 year celebration of St James’ Church commencing on Monday, 24th July 2006.

RESOLVED:  To note the information.
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51
WELSH ASSEMBLY GOVERNMENT – MEETING OF SOUTH WALES WEST REGIONAL COMMITTEE
The Clerk advised that a Notice received in respect of a meeting of the above to held at Ammanford on 9th June 2006.  The subject for the meeting will be Energy and the Welsh Energy Policy.  

RESOLVED: To note the information.

52
CHARTER 88 – SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL

A letter received from the Co-Directors of Charter 88 who are supporting the above Bill, designed to provide powers to local Councils to protect their communities from decline. The Council are asked to consider supporting an Early Day Motion welcoming the Bill, for submitting to local MP.  

The Newsletter produced by the Local Works campaign and Charter 88 is available for Members.  

RESOLVED: Members agreed to support the Early Day Motion welcoming the Sustainable Communities Bill and the Clerk was asked to send the Statement signed by the Mayor to the Member of Parliament for Ogmore Constituency.   

53
BCBC – REGENERATION ROUND-UP

A copy of the March-April issue of the above is available for Members upon request.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
54
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWS

A copy of the May and June issues of the above are available for Members upon request.
RESOLVED: To note the information.
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55
CONDITION OF HIGHWAY GRASS VERGE & FOOTPATH  DUKE STREET, MAESTEG

Cllr W May declared an interest in this item.

Members noted the receipt of a copy letter that residents of Duke Street, Maesteg, have submitted to the Director of Environmental & Planning Services, BCBC, regarding the condition of the above verges which have been allowed to deteriorate to a potential hazard over a period of time.  Where Duke Street narrows at the top, delivery vehicles etc are mounting the grass verges creating divots  and ruts in the grass which is creating a hazard to residents.  As Highway Authority, BCBC, have a duty of care to residents, they
suggest the removal of the verges as a solution.  Copies of photographs are attached, which are available to Members upon request.  Members confirmed this damage and gave their full support to the residents’ request.  Furthermore, they referred to similar damage that was apparent in other areas of Maesteg where there are wide grass verges and narrow roads, which included Grove Street, Nantyffyllon, and Maesteg Park Estate.   Concerns were also expressed with regard to the effect this was having on bus services to the public.
RESOLVED:  That Members’ concerns on this matter be directed to the Environmental & Planning Services, BCBC, for their action.
56
HEALTH CHALLENGE WALES

A copy of the Spring issue of the above Newsletter is enclosed, and available to Members upon request.

A copy of the BCB Health, Social Care & Well-being Executive Summary 2005-2008 is also available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED: To note the information.
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57
EUROPEAN UNION REGIONAL POLICY
A copy of the March 2006 Newsletter has been received, together with the April copy of the EU booklet, and are available to Members on request.

RESOLVED: To note the information
58
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD
The Clerk reported the correspondence had been received with regard to a meeting to be held on 8th June 2006;  agenda and supporting papers were available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED: To note the information
59
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1. MAESTEG CELTIC JOINT SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from the Hon
Secretary of the above Committee which was set up three years

ago to convert the disused tennis courts at Garth Welfare Park      into a floodlit synthetic multi use games area, including two non-turf cricket nets.  The proposal will support the club, local     schools and community activities.  The Committee have secured     £100,000 funding to date (£50,000 from Sports Council for      Wales, £45,000 from BCBC, £5,000 from Celtic Sports &  Social Club), with the total project cost estimated at £133,600.     The Council are asked to consider a contribution to the project,     which will serve the whole of Maesteg.
The Clerk confirmed that at a meeting held on 27th April 2006, Members had agreed that an amount of £10,000 (ten thousand          pounds) be pledged towards this project; being the reallocation of monies earmarked for Lewis Road Play Area, now not required.  (Minute 473).
-29-
RESOLVED:   A letter be sent to the Maesteg Celtic Joint Sports   Development Committee confirming the Council’s full support to this venture, which is much needed within the Maesteg community, and its agreement to pledge the sum of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) funding to this project under Section LG(MP)A 1976, s.19.
2.  MAESTEG HOSPITAL LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

Members noted that a letter had been received from the Secretary/Treasurer of the above advising that the 44th Fete will be held at the Maesteg Cricket Ground on 21st June 2006. Details of purchases made for the Maesteg Community Hospital were provided.  The Council were asked to consider a donation towards the League of Friends who continue to provide support and equipment at the Maesteg Community Hospital.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £250.00 to the Maesteg Hospital League of Friends under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
3. KIDNEY RESEARCH UNIT FOR WALES FOUNDATION

The Mayor recently attended the KRUF Walk for Life presentation evening in Cardiff.  On behalf of the Council a donation of £100 was presented, as the Foundation support many local people who suffer kidney problems.

RESOLVED: That the action taken be confirmed.
4.  CHILDREN WITH LEUKAEMIA

A letter has been received from David Jason appealing on behalf of the above, asking the Council to consider sponsoring a child to attend the 19th Great Children’s Party (at £10 each child).  The children will come from hospitals, special homes, and schools across the country and be provided with a wonderful day out by thousands of volunteers and celebrities.  Everything required for the party will be donated and therefore any contribution will go in its entirety to help the children with leukaemia.
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RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to Children with Leukaemia under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
5. ANTHONY BWYE – CANCER RESEARCH UK (CYMRU)

Members noted that a letter from Cancer Research Committee had been received on behalf of Anthony Bwye who is cycling from Almwich in North Wales to Barry on 24th June 2006.  This difficult challenge is being undertaken to raise funds for the above charity, as this cruel disease which touches most families throughout the Country, and the Council are asked to consider sponsoring the event.  The Council are also requested to promote this challenge in any way, and acknowledge the achievement on Anthony’s return.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 to Cancer Research UK (Cymru) under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended) and to host a Presentation Evening after the event under Part B of the Mayor’s Expenses.

6.  MAESTEG JUDO CLUB

The Clerk reported that a letter of application had been received from the Secretary of the above Club.  Members noted that two students had been selected to fight for Wales at the Commonwealth Championships to be held in Ireland, together with their Teacher, Mr K Pulvirenti.  The Club were seeking financial support towards the expenses.
RESOLVED: That the Council donate the sum of £100.00 towards the expenses of the two Students, J MacDonald and

S Connolly under the Hospital League of Friends under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 
60
MAESTEG BUS STATION
Cllrs W May, S B Smith and W H C Teesdale left the meeting.

A detailed discussion ensued on the condition of the Maesteg Bus Station.  Members again expressed their concerns that the waiting area affords no shelter or comfort for the people using public transport, particularly the elderly.   Members felt that a comfortable waiting room should be established and in order that progress can 
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be fully considered it was suggested that a meeting be arranged with the Authority, as owners; the Bus Operators as the major transport providers and the Town Council on behalf of the passengers using the service. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk contact the above parties and request a meeting to discuss the refurbishment of the section of the bus station which forms part of the Town Hall building.

61
NATIONAL ANTHEM ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
The Clerk reported that comprehensive details had been received from the Steering Committee on the proposals for the commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of the first performance of the Welsh National Anthem in Maesteg; copies had been circulated to Members for their information.  Cllr L Beedle had attended a meeting on the 30th May 2006, on behalf of the Council, to discuss the arrangements for the celebrations.
Members noted:

· The commemoration will be marked by a permanent plaque on the external wall of the site of the original Tabor Chapel, now occupied by the Maesteg Workman’s Club, together with a second plaque inside the Club, near to the spot where the anthem was first sung in the original vestry of Tabor (designs of the plaques were available for Members’ information).   This arrangement will ensure that all local people, of all ages, and visitors and tourists will be able to see a commemorative plaque on the site.

· There will be a free public event to commemorate the unveiling of the plaque immediately afterwards at the Town Hall, involving choral singing and a narrative of the history of the Anthem and the link with Maesteg, to be held on Sunday, 1st October. 
A letter dated 1st June 2006 had also been received from the Member of Parliament for Ogmore, requesting financial assistance towards the commemoration celebrations.
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The Clerk advised that a letter had been received from

Mr O O Jones of Caldicot, Monmouthshire, confirming that the “Hen Wlad Fyn Nhadau” was first sung at the above location. Members noted the contents of the letter which gave information of this event.

Following discussion, when Members considered the application for financial assistance, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council give their full support to this venture and to pledge the sum of £500.00 (five hundred pounds), being a donation under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).  
62
DELEGATES’ REPORTS


BCBC Town & Community Council Forum

Cllr P W Jenkins attended the above Forum Meeting on 23rd May 2006 as the Council’s delegate.  This special Meeting of the Forum was called to receive a presentation by Kay Howells, Bridgend Local Health Board, on Changes to Acute Services in the Health Service; bringing services closer to people’s Homes; shorter waiting times and to review outdated facilities closer with closer working with GP’s.
A full report of the meeting was circulated to Members for their information.

RESOLVED: To note the report.
Town and Community Council Standing Co-ordination    Committee
Cllrs T T Mizen and P W Jenkins attended the above meeting as delegates of the Council; the relevant documentation is available for Members upon request.
-33-

Members were advised that it was with regret that due to the non- attendance at meetings and lack of interest of several of the Town and Community Councils it had been agreed to disband this Committee.   Any assets remaining will be repaid back to the Town and Community Councils that paid the annual fees 
RESOLVED: To note the report.

Delegates’ Reports

The Clerk requested that delegates, who attend meetings on the Council’s behalf, submit written reports in order that they can be circulated to Members for information prior to the monthly Council Meetings.

RESOLVED: Members agreed to this request.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
63
SOUTH PARADE, MAESTEG

A request had been received from residents for the placement of litter bins in the vicinity of South Parade Playing Fields; this would alleviate the continuing problem of excess litter.
RESOLVED: That the information be directed to Technical Services, BCBC.

64
COMMUNITY TRANSPORT
Members were advised that the Llynfi Valley Community Transport had been officially launched on the 19th May; organisations can join for a membership fee of £12.00; full details available from the Maesteg Sports Centre.

RESOLVED:  To note the information.
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65 
RIGHTS OF WAY
The Caerau Regeneration Officer has requested information with regard to the Rights of Ways that are located within the Caerau Ward.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk invite Mr Aled Singleton to the next meeting of the Rights of Way Committee.

66
WORLD INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
Members were advised that Mr L Tew, a citizen of Maesteg, had been successful in winning the World Indoor Championship held in Austria;  other achievements were also noted.

RESOLVED:  That a letter of congratulations be sent.
67
PLANS

Cllrs W May and W H C Teesdale left the meeting at this point.

Ref


P/06/653/OUT/AG

Applicant

W Williams





1 Davies Terrace, Nantyffyllon

Development
Outline planning for one dwelling

Location

1 Davies Terrace, Nantyffyllon.

Ref


P/06/659/FUL/EJ

Applicant

Mrs J Jenkins





77 Neath Road, Maesteg

Development
Kitchen extension, including utility room & WC & new vehicular access to parking area

Location

77 Neath Road, Maesteg

Ref


A/06/15/ADV/AG

Applicant

BCBC

Physical Regeneration Unit Court Road, Bridgend

Development
Fascia & Hoarding sign

Location

Unit 7 Spelter Industrial Estate, Maesteg

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above proposals.
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Ref


P/06/694/FUL/AG

Applicant

Mr & Mrs S Aaaron



Moorlands 3 Waterton Road Coychurch
Development
Erect 5 Bedroom detached dwelling

Location
Plot 1 Development Adj Celtic Club Garth

Ref


P/06/695/FUL/AG
Applicant

Mr & Mrs J Morgan




114 Heol Ty Gwyn Maesteg
Development
Erect 5 Bedroom detached dwelling
Location

Plot 2 Development Adj Celtic Club Garth

Ref


P/06/696/FUL/AG
Applicant

Miss E S Williams




Flat 4 Siloh Chapel Nantyffyllon
Development
Erect 4 Bed semi-detached dwelling
Location

Plot 3 Development Adj Celtic Club Garth

Ref


P/06/698/FUL/AG
Applicant

Mr A J Williams




Flat 4 Siloh Chapel Nantyffyllon
Development
Erect 4 Bed semi-detached dwelling
Location

Plot 4 Adj Celtic Club Garth

Ref


P/06/699/FUL/AG
Applicant

Mr R P Williams




6 Garnwen Terrace Nantyffyllon
Development
Erect of 5 bed dwelling
Location

Plot 6 Land Adj Celtic Club Garth

RESOLVED:  The following observations be forwarded to the Planning Officer, BCBC:

(i) Members are concerned with regard to highway access to this proposed development.  They expressed concern that if the access road was inadequate this would create traffic hazards to the detriment of highway safety.

(ii) Members request sight of the plans for the proposed access road.
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68
REFUSAL OF PERMISSION

Members noted that the Planning Application, Reference P/05/1348, had been refused permission.  They were disappointed with this decision, as the establishment of a motor-cross practice track within the area would alleviate the current illegal use of private land for off road motorcycles, very often within highly populated areas. This is a constant complaint relayed to Police Officers who are limited to the actions they can take to solve this problem.  It was therefore
RESOLVED: That the members disappointment with this decision be directed to the Planning Officer, BCBC.
69
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS
Copies of planning decisions taken by BCBC received to date were presented to Council.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.
Read and accepted at a meeting
 of the Council

held on  4th July 2006

………………………….

Mayor
