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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

 Minutes of Meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 3rd October, 2006.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS: 
H Fenney (In the Chair)




S B Smith, L Simmons, P John, T T Mizen,





C Norton, G Howells, W B Evans, P W Jenkins,





L Beedle, W H C Teesdale, A Gould, S Sullivan.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs. D K Edwards,
J Williams,W May and P Simmons.

196  
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllrs W B Evans S B Smith  and W H C Teesdale declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.

Cllr P John and L Simmons declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being an employee of that Authority.

Cllrs W May, G Howells and W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs P John, W B Evans, L Beedle and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.
Cllrs W B Evans, H Fenney and S Sullivan declared an interest in the item relating to the Royal British Legion as members of that organisation.
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Cllr W B Evans declared an interest in the item relating to Llangynwyd Rangers Junior RFC as some of his family members are involved in the Club.
197
POLICE MATTERS
The Chair welcomed the Police Officer and the new area CPSO based in Llangynwyd to the meeting.  An additional CPSO is expected to be in post within 6/7 weeks.

Crime Figures
Crime figures were provided for the area for the months of August and September.  The Police Officer expressed concern on the level of burglaries taken place, stating that several had occurred in insecure premises and urged the public to ensure that doors and windows are properly locked.  An operation to reduce the figures in thefts from vehicles was underway, urging motorists to remove valuable items from vehicles, and once again to properly secure their vehicles.

Several arrests had been made, and some defendants remanded in custody.  Some property had also been recovered, in adjacent valleys.
Parking Problems 

Caerau Square

It was reported that cars are continually parking on the pavements in Caerau Square obstructing the highway.
This matter will be passed to the Caerau Community Team.

Station Street, Maesteg

Increased congestion in Station Street, Maesteg, is causing an increased hazard and Members fear that a major accident will occur.  Cars are often backed up 200 yards in both directions.  Senior Officers are asked to visit the area.
The PC suggested that as pavements are wide in Station Street, one solution may be to reduce their width. It was

RESOLVED:  That BCBC be asked to consider reducing the pavement size in Station Street to allow an easier flow of traffic.
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Castle Street, Maesteg  

It was reported that contractors starting to develop the entrance to the proposed Tesco store are parking on the pavements preventing safe access for pedestrians.  This matter had been reported at the police station several times, but is continuing.
The Officer stated that vans are off-loading at this site, this however was disputed and vans are parking at all times of the day.

Policing Issues (Minute 135)
Letter of response received from Chief Inspector C Jones advising that the Council’s complaint has been forwarded to the Divisional Commander at Bridgend, who will appoint an officer to respond direct to discuss the issues.  The matter has not as yet been recorded as a compliant against the police in accordance with the provisions of the Police Reform Act 2002; however if issues raised fall within the scope of the legislation it will be recorded and properly investigated.

Letter also received from Chief Inspector P Murphy advising that this matter has been forwarded to Inspector Curtis for information and attention.

Information received on PACT meetings within the Borough, Maesteg East and West, still to be determined.
Members stressed how important it was that Council are notified of meetings.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted and a further response be awaited.
198
POLLING STATIONS
The Clerk advised that apologies had been received from The Electoral Services Section; attendance date to be re-arranged.
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199
CAERAU NEIGHBOURHOOD 
HOUSING RENEWAL AREA
The Mayor welcomed Mr McKirdle and other officers from the BCBC Service, Housing & Community Wellbeing Unit, to the meeting, to discuss the above, and invited them to make their presentation.
A report outlining the above Scheme at Caerau was circulated to Members, copy of which is available for inspection.  

The BCBC Caerau Ward, which includes Nantyffyllon, has been awarded HRA status in line with specified criteria and published data.  The aim is: 

· to improve private sector housing and general amenities 

· to develop partnerships with residents, local authorities and private sector interests

· to complement the regeneration agenda

· to increase future confidence in the area.

There will be a challenging, achievable programme of works implemented with a commitment to quality over a minimum of a ten year period, based on the surveys undertaken on the properties in Caerau/Nantyffyllon.  In the initial pilot scheme £180,000 will be available in the first year to target the exterior fabric of homes, with further bids for increased funding submitted for future years.  Other agencies will be involved in a committed partnership, with overlapping funds HRA budget e.g. Regeneration agenda for Caerau, Home Energy Efficiency Scheme, which can support the Programme with grants for insulating properties etc.    Several questions were raised by Members:

· whether the proportion of private sector houses include privately owned rented accommodation, and how much commitment would absent landlords have on contributing to the Scheme.  
Landlords are required to provide 25% of costs, as opposed to 10% by owner/occupiers.  Landlords will be encouraged to take 
-128-
the opportunity to bring properties up to the required standard.  Grants will be means tested – with a package of works delivered free to those who aren’t able to contribute.
· How much of the £180k will be taken up with salaries etc. as this will effect the number of properties to be refurbished.  

Consultants fees etc will be included in this figure; however the external fabric of 8-15 buildings will be targeted in this pilot – delivering quality improvements using local builders following a stringent brief of the work required.
· Will this scheme include the improvement of rear of properties.

Environmental funds will support the Scheme and will include the rears, upgrading lanes (which will not include adoption) etc.

· Important that this project liaises with areas where this project has been established, and that management lessons are learned from previous schemes with regard to contractors etc. 
The Mayor thanked the Officers for attending and providing such a comprehensive report which was noted.
200
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 5th September 2006; together with Minutes of the Llynfi Valley Children’s Award Committee held on 12th September 2006 were read and accepted as accurate records.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

201
PUBLIC TOILETS

(MINUTE 138)

Investigations are continuing in accordance with details in Minute 138.  It was reported that a portable type convenience is situated in Bridgend near the car park, and it was
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RESOLVED:  That investigations be made with this company also.
202
MAESTEG TOWN HALL CLOCK

(MINUTE 139)

It was reported that whilst the clock is now showing the correct time, the chimes are still not operating.  BCBC has been advised and the contractor will be informed.

RESOLVED:  That that the report be noted.

203
SILOH CHAPEL, HIGH STREET, NANTYFFYLLON

PARKING ISSUES (MINUTE 144)

Letter received dated 18th September 2006 from the Planning Department, BCBC, reiterating letter dated 13th July 2006 detailed in Minute 144, that the car park had been provided in accordance with the condition of attached to the planning consent.  Subsequent to that, the area was used as a gym and general storage in association with the flats.  As with many other developments, garages often revert to such use without the need for planning permission and without breaching planning conditions.  The function of the Local Authority is to ensure that adequate parking is provided, and unfortunately unable to compel residents to use the area provided.  Issues of congestion can be controlled by Police.

Members failed to accept this explanation, and stated that as parking is a necessary requirement within any planning proposal how it can be created initially and then subsequently ignored and used for other purposes.  It was felt that particularly in multi occupancy developments, as this is, any increase in on-street parking would have had an impact on the comments submitted in the consultation process.

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to BCBC urging them as Planning Authority to introduce procedures to prevent a similar situation occurring within any future development site, and that 
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conditions be imposed stating that the provision of a parking facility within a proposal is maintained solely for that purpose.

204
MARKET TRADERS ASSOCIATION
(MINUTE 145)

During a discussion Members were advised that a monthly Farmers Market will be held at Maesteg Market on 13th October 2006, for a trial period of three months.
It was reported, however, that the above Association has now disbanded through lack of support from the market traders.  Members were disappointed with this information, and it was stated that the traders should do more to encourage people, eg. stay open later particularly at weekends – some stalls are closed on Saturday afternoons.  The question was raised as to whether this could be incorporated into the BCBC leases; however would prove difficult.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
205
ARRIVA TRAINS – PROPOSED TIMETABLE

(MINUTE 152)

E-mail received from M Howitt, Stakeholder Liaison Manager (South), advising that the Maesteg timetable has remained reasonably constant since December 2005 when major changes linked the service to the Gloucester route.  Minor changes have been made to the Vale service to improve reliability, advancing the departure time form Bridgend and thereby reducing the time to make a connection from Maesteg.  There is currently no scope to change these times; it will be reviewed next year.

Funding of a Sunday service is an issue for the WAG and should be made direct or through SEWTA possible to be included within the platform lengthening and or frequency enhancement schemes.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
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206
BCBC – ACCIDENT REMEDIAL SCHEME
A4063 HIGH STREET & PICTON STREET

NANTYFFYLLON (MINUTE 155)
As agreed in Minute 155 the Nantyffyllon Members had studied the above document and the following comments had been submitted to BCBC, ‘that the Council fully support the Scheme; however within the proposals some form of traffic calming, or even a central bollard at the dangerous junction near the Travellers Hotel should be considered, which is where most of the accidents occur’.
A letter of response dated 26th September had been received noting the Council’s comments advising that consultants who designed the scheme spent a great deal of time considering possible options at this junction.  However, regrettably concluded that the topography of the area precluded the viability of any physical speed reducing measures at this location.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.

207
WALES AUDIT OFFICE

WELSH AMBULANCE SERVICE INQUIRY

(MINUTE 157)

Letter had been sent giving the Council’s view as outlined in Minute 157, no comment could be made on the Trust Report as this was not available – disappointment was expressed on this issue.  
Letter received thanking the Council for its comments.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted
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208
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

(MINUTE 179)

Letters of thanks received form the following organisations who had received sponsorship in accordance with Minute 179:


Maesteg Youth RFC


Shelter Cymru


British Red Cross (Wales Area)

RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.
209
COUNCIL OFFICES

(MINUTE 188)

As reported in the refurbishment report detailed within above Minute, PSW had 

· inspected the handrail - which will be replaced

· sent copy letter supplied to the Company who refurbished the windows, advising them that the cracked panes must be replaced, and reminding that the 6 month defect liability period is almost over. 

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted
210
PLANS

(MINUTE 190 – Page 117)

Application ref:  P/06/1053/FUL/DCD

Copy letter received from resident of Cavan Road, Maesteg, which has been submitted to BCBC Planning Department commenting on the above proposal. 
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
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211
LLYNFI VALLEY CHILDREN’S AWARD

(MINUTE 195)

A meeting was held on 26th September 2006 regarding the above.
Cllr P John and representatives of organisations/groups scrutinised the draft paperwork and booklet and a full report was presented to Members.
The report was circulated and noted and it was 

RESOLVED:  That the booklet and application form be approved and that Award scheme be launched in the New Year.

212
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL

DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 2006

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments for the month of September 2006 (copies of which had been circulated to Members) amounting to

£9221.25 be accepted, confirmed and signed by the Mayor.

213
MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE

TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE INITIATIVE SCHEME

Letter received from the BCBC Planning Department advising that they are in the process of compiling a Stage II Phase II bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund in order to try to generate extra funding for the THI Scheme in Maesteg /Town Centre.  The Council were asked to submit a letter of support for the bid.
This has been actioned and letter sent to BCBC Planning Department.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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214
WAG – LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARTNERSHIP SCHEME

ANNUAL REPORT 2005-2006

Copy of the above received.  The LG Partnership Scheme is a statutory requirement under Section 113 of the Government of Wales Act 1998, which clearly demonstrates the WAG commitment to promote partnerships with all parts of local government in Wales.

RESOLVED:  That the Report be retained and made available to Members upon request

215
ONE VOICE WALES

THE NATIONAL TRAINING STRATEGY

Copy of the above received from One Voice Wales.  It was developed by the National Training Advisory Group, designed to equip councils with the knowledge, understanding and skills to meet challenges.   The Council’s views are welcomed on the Strategy by 25th October 2006 so that implementation plans can proceed.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

216
NEATH ROAD, MAESTEG  

Copy letter received from BCBC Highways & Transportation Section to Mr M Plant of Caerau, who had forwarded a petition from the residents of Neath Road, requesting provision of a pedestrian crossing.   BCBC has a policy of allocating the very limited traffic management funding to prioritised locations with a history of personal injuries.  This prioritisation system was introduced due to hundreds of requests for traffic claming, road safety schemes.  In reality due to limited resources BCBC are unable to address many of the sites on the prioritised list, let alone the non-accident related schemes identified.  

Neath Road will be added to the list of sites for works when funding becomes available. If Neath Road was to feature on a future list of 
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injury related accidents, it may be possible to carry out an accident study along the route safety measures could be identified. Once again funding would be required before introduced.
A list of costings of various traffic management measures was provided.

RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
217
CAR BOOT SALE

A request has been received from Mr A Pearson of Goodwin Street, Maesteg - would the Council consider holding a Car Boot Sale every Wednesday at the Market Place. He states that he feels it is a very good way of getting more trade into the Town and raising funds for the charities of the Council’s choice.

RESOLVED:  That this letter be referred to BCBC as owners of the Market area.

218
BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Notice received for the next meeting of the above; Monday 9th October 2006 at 4.00pm; items for consideration to be included on the Agenda should be received by 25th September 2006.
The following topic had been submitted for consideration:
‘As town and community councils are statutory consultees on planning applications, to consider introducing training sessions for delegates on planning regulations and its interaction with other sections within the Directorate eg.  building regulations and public protection.’ 

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.
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219
SALEM CHAPEL, NANTYFFYLLON
Letter received from the Secretary of the above regarding a refurbishment programmed for this Grade II* listed building.  It is aimed to bring the vestry and classrooms into public use, and renovations are required together with updating inadequate facilities.  Grants will be received from CADW and Welsh Council for Wales, and in order to gain further funding from WAG letters of support are required.  The Council area asked to provide such a letter by 13th October 2006 which is the next closing date for the application.

RESOLVED:  That a letter of support be supplied in support of the above grant application in respect of Salem Chapel.
220
BCBC SUMMER PLAYSCHEMES 2006

Letter received from Education, Leisure & Community Services BCBC following the end of the above, requesting the Council’s contribution - £4157.02.  Thanks is given for continued support.

An e-mail received from the BCBC Play Development Officer was presented advising that the Department were disappointed with the situation and only aware that Garth School was unavailable to use at the end of July.  The staff were re-deployed to Llangynwyd and Maesteg Welfare sites to accommodate the children, with notices placed informing children of the alternative venues.  The majority of the children attended at Llangynwyd, although there was a slight increase in Maesteg Welfare Park.  
Following a discussion when Members expressed disappointment that an alternative venue in Garth had not been provided it was
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RESOLVED:  That the Council contribute 50% funding only for the two 2006 playschemes that were in operation within the boundary area, ie. Caerau and Maesteg Welfare Parks.

221
SPORTS COUNCIL FOR WALES

WAG ACTIVE LIFESTYLE COMMUNITY CAPITAL PROGRAMME

Information and guidance on the above programme received.  If any projects fit the criteria of the programme, pro-formas etc need to be submitted by 13th October 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

222
CAERAU COMMUNITIES FIRST PARTNERSHIP

Copy of the Minutes of Meetings of the above held on 14th June 2006 and 19th July 2006 received and are available for Members information.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

223
EU REGIONAL POLICY

Copy of the August 2006 Newsletter received together with 2006 factsheet.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.
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224
HEALTH CHALLENGE WALES

Copy of the Summer edition of the above received and available for Members inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

225
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

ANNUAL REPORT & SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL 
STATEMENTS 2005-6

Copy of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

226
PETER BLACK AM SURGERY

Letter received from above requesting use of Council Chamber for a Surgery on the afternoon of 24th November 2006.   The Mayor had been Consulted and approval had been given for the booking.  
RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

227
MADOC INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATION

The organisation is a small Maesteg based band of people who are interested in discovering whether Madoc ap Gwynedd left Wales in 1170 AD to go to America to avoid conflict with his brothers over the vacant throne of Gwynedd after their father’s (Owain Gwynedd) death. The Association would like to put on a small exhibition at the Council Offices from the 8th November to 22nd November 2006. 
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RESOLVED:  That the Council agree to the request to hold the above exhibition in the outer office area.

Reference was made to the need to borrow tables etc from the Town Hall in order that the Council and local Organisations can hold exhibitions/meetings/conferences in the above area of the Council Offices.  The Council were asked to consider purchasing equipment eg. display boards, tables and chairs, if this area is to be made available for public use in accordance with conditions of the recent refurbishment grants received in respect of the building.  The issue of public liability insurance was raised. 

In order that this matter can be given full consideration, it was 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk obtain clarification on the insurance details and this matter be included in the Agenda at the next Council meeting. 

228
BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

(TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF SECTIONS OF FOOTPATHS

27, 57 AND 57A MAESTEG) ORDER 2006    

Information received on the public notice and plan relating to the above temporary restriction.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

229
STREET SIGNS – HEOL NANT

A response received from the Architectural and Technical Services Department, BCBC, regarding no street signs at the above location.  Unfortunately, this year’s budget for sign replacement has already been expended and unless additional funding can be secured, it will not be possible to replace any further signs until the next financial year.  In view of the ongoing pressure on this particular cost centre a 
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bid has been made for additional annual funding.  This bid will be considered by members, along with other growth areas, later in the year, as part of the budget process.  The Council’s request has been noted and has been included in the replacement programme for action when funds become available.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

230
VALLEYS TO COAST - ESTATE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS

An invitation has been received to attend the above Workshops on 16th October at the Bridgend College Business Support and Innovation Centre at 1 pm.   The workshops are held in order to inform the public of the estate consultations that were held on Caerau Park, Tudor Estate, Marlas and Wildmill and to give feedback on the views and opinions of tenants and residents on how the estates should be developed and regenerated.  An opportunity for invaluable responses and opinions.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available to Members upon request.

231
A BRIDGE TO OPPORTUNITIES

A report has been received from Ian Davies on proposals to extend the Llynfi Valley Railway Service from Maesteg to Caerau with a request for the Council to discuss and consider its contents.  Confirmation required to place this item on the Agenda for the November meeting; Members will then have the opportunity to read the report.

RESOLVED:  That a copy of the above report be circulated to Members and that the matter be discussed as an agenda item at the next Council meeting.
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232
APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  BRIDGEND VICTIM SUPPORT

Letter received from the Manager of the above locally based voluntary organisation that deals with all aspects of support for victims of crime.  The Council are asked to  consider supporting this organisation with a financial donation.   Balance Sheet awaited.
RESOLVED:  That this application be deferred until Balance Sheet received.

2.  URDD GOBAITH CYMRU

Letter received from the Director of the Eisteddfod and the Arts of the above which it will be held in Carmarthenshire in 2007.  Local Committees have been preparing for this, to which over 100,000 visitors are expected to Europe’s largest youth arts festival.  The Council are asked to consider contributing towards the cost which is now exceeding £1,300,000
Due to the number of local children involved in this Eisteddfod, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £50 to Urdd Gobaith Cymru under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
3.  MARIE CURIE CANCER RESEARCH

Letter received from the West Wales Fundraising Team appealing for financial assistance towards the above nursing services.  This is the UK’s largest cancer care charity, with 59 nurses, with 23 local nurses providing over 25,000 hours of care for the terminally ill in the comfort and familiarity of their own homes.  This service costs the charity £20 per hour.  The Charity is reliant on community support etc.  A copy of the Financial Statement was enclosed and is available for inspection.

As this charitable service is provided locally and supports many families through this difficult time, it was

-142-

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £100 to Marie Curie Cancer Research under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
4. GARTH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Letter received from the Head thanking the council for offering to help the School with the procurement of the flag pole to fly the ECO flag.  Costings have been sought for the supply of the pole, and total cost will be £336 (copy of quotation enclosed and available for Member’s inspection).  The LEA has pledged 50% of the cost, as a result of Garth Primary being the first school in Bridgend to achieve this prestigious award.  Any contribution the Council can provide will be gratefully appreciated.
The Council have previously congratulated Garth Primary School upon its achievement and pledged support, it was therefore

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate 50% of the cost of the flagpole to Garth School in the sum of £168.00 under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
5. ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Letter received from the Maesteg & District Branch Hon. Secretary offering sincere thanks for the Council’s previous support, and advising that £55158.19 was raised in 2005/06 poppy appeal; a 25% increase on 2004/5.  The Council are asked to consider supporting the 2006 appeal, cost of manufacture of the wreath is £18.00 and any contribution in excess of this will go towards the support of ex-service men and women and their families.

Reference was made to the support work provided to local families by the RBL Branch, it was

RESOLVED:  That a donation of £50.00 each be granted to Maesteg and Caerau Branches under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended), together with cost of the poppy wreaths (£18.00 each) which the Mayor and Deputy will lay at the respective Cenotaphs on Armistice Sunday
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6.  LLANGYNWYD RANGERS JUNIOR RFC

Letter received from the Secretary of the above requesting the Council consider sponsoring the Club who have over 150 children 7-16 year olds who play in the Bridgend & District League.  In order to provide effective training, equipment, kit and facilities the Club would be very grateful to receive any donation.   Balance sheet requested, received and is available for inspection.
It was stated that this Club serves the whole Valley, and many Maesteg children attend to play football.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate £100 to Llangynwyd Rangers Junior RFC under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
7.  MAESTEG ROUND TABLE

ANNUAL FIREWORK DISPLAY

Letter received from Maesteg Round Table regarding the above which is held at Maesteg Rugby Field and is an event enjoyed by many of the public in Maesteg.  The Display is one of the only public firework displays where children can watch in total safety.  All profits made will be distributed to good causes in the town through the Table.  The Council are asked to help fund the event.

Members fully support this Display, as it provides a safe way for local children to enjoy the November 5th Firework display.  It was

RESOLVED: That the Council donate £100 to the Round Table under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended). 

8. ‘A HISTORY OF MAESTEG & THE LLYNFI VALLEY’

ANTHONY HONTOIR

Letter received from the above who is producing a follow-up to The History of Maesteg & Llynfi Valley which the Council supported by donating £200.  The new film ‘Maesteg Past & Present’ concentrates on social activities, sport, clubs and association woven around the story of the Llynfi Valley’s past.  BCBC have been approached for a 
-144-
grant towards production due to the element of regeneration in the story and the current programme taking place in Maesteg.  The Council are once again asked to support this venture.
As this is a commercial venture, it was felt that public funds should not support the production of a further video, it was

RESOLVED:  That no action be taken on this application.

233    WAG (DRAFT REGULATIONS)

COMMISSIONER FOR OLDER PEOPLE

Members were advised that the Mayor had studied this document, and was to report to Council this evening, unfortunately as he is unable to attend, it was
RESOLVED:  That plenary powers to given to the Mayor to comment on this document by the due date.
234    BCBC – CONSULTATION PROCESS

GAMBLING ACT 2005

The Deputy had studied this document and gave a short report, stating that providing the content of the policy statement accepted by BCBC were properly implemented the Document should be noted.

Following discussion on this issue, it was 
RESOLVED:  That the Council oppose the legalisation of Gaming Licences to the Local Authorities.  
235    ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS – MAESTEG 

Members had been circulated with a copy letter dated 21st August 2006 from the Highways & Transportation Section BCBC providing and idea of costings for certain traffic management/road safety 
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schemes, as well as areas where minor schemes are currently awaiting investigation.  
During the discussion Members were advised that £4000 is available within the Council’s budget for road safety projects.  It was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be listed as an Agenda item at the next Council meeting, when Members can discuss areas within their wards which would benefit from a road safety scheme.
236    DELEGATES REPORTS

BCBC PLANNING MEETING
Cllr P W Jenkins had attended at a meeting the above on 7th September 2006, when the following application was being considered giving the Council’s view:
          Ref:           P/06/440/FUL/RB

          6 x 2 bedroom link houses – 

          Maengwyn Service Station, Hermon Road, Caerau.

The application was deferred for further consideration after a site meeting had been held.
The Clerk reported that a notice had been received advising that the application will once again be put before the BCBC Planning Committee on 5th October 2006.

During a discussion on this retrospective planning application, it was stated that if all planning rules have been satisfied, with particular regard to 

· Health & Safety issues  raised linked to the fuel tanks at the site 

· also Building Regulations have been complied with 

then permission should be granted based on the original outline application for 5 dwellings which was approved in August 2005.
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BCBC Planning Committee should consider that this developer commenced work prior to full planning application being submitted and foundations were set out for six dwellings, not 5.  Work also continued after the Enforcement Officer had issued an order for work to stop.  This was a clear breach of planning rules and regulations, and a complete disregard for BCBC’s authority by this developer.   A clear message should be sent to such people who frequently seek to ignore the rules and flout planning law.

The Council believe that by granting planning permission in line with the original outline approval for 5 dwellings, this will help send the message to any developer who may feel inclined to continue with this practise.
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Jenkins be delegated to attend the meeting, and submit a report to BCBC based on the above comments.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

237    MAESTEG TOWN HALL

The Clerk advised Members that the Town Hall are launching membership on 7th October 2006, full details and benefits were presented to Council.  
Members were reminded that within the Council’s Code of Conduct should they wish to take up this opportunity, it would be each individual Councillor’s responsibility to:

· register their interest as a Town Hall member

· declare an interest when Council discuss any issue involving the Town Hall, particularly financial matters, 

· or apply for dispensation from the Monitoring Officer.  
RESOLVED:  That Members note the information.
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238    PLANS

The following plans were read:
Ref


P/06/1133/FUL/NM

Applicant

W P Williams




22 Talbot Terrace, Maesteg

Development
Drop kerb on to A4063 to allow vehicular access

Location

23 Talbot Street, Maesteg

Ref


P/06/1126/FUL/NM

Applicant

Mr & Mrs Stevenson




23 Grove Street, Nantyffyllon

Development
Two storey extension

Location

23 Grove Street, Nantyffyllon.

Ref


P/06/1125/RLX/PT

Applicant

L Ackerman




24 Morris Street, Maesteg

Development
Proposed 5/6 bedroom house with integral garage

Location

7 Llynfi Court, Maesteg

Ref


A/06/42/ADV/RB

Applicant

G Morgan




Coytrahen Hotel, Bethania Street, Maesteg

Development
Projecting sign – advertising bed & breakfast

Location

Coytrahen Hotel, Bethania Street, Maesteg

Ref


P/06/1172/FUL/NM

Applicant

L Harris




41 Salisbury Road, Maesteg

Development
Two storey & single storey extension to rear

Location

41 Salisbury Road, Maesteg
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Ref


P/06/1184/RES/AG

Applicant

E & K Hocking 




The Bakehouse, Oakwood Drive, Maesteg

Development
Detached dwelling

Location

Rear of 45 & 47 Kings Terrace, Nantyffyllon.

Ref


P/06/1183/FUL/NM

Applicant

A Norman




11 Caerau Road, Caerau

Development
Change of use from shop to dwelling

Location

11 Caerau Road, Maesteg


RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications
Ref


P/06/1170/OUT/EW

Applicant

K Austin




4 Llynfi Road, Maesteg

Development
Dwelling

Location

Land at 110 Llwydarth Road, Maesteg

Members were advised that residents at neighbouring properties have reservations regarding drainage culvert from Coed, preservation of protected trees and access. 
Ref


P/06/1180/FUL/NM

Applicant

T Giddings 




20 Celtic Road, Maesteg

Development
Single storey extension, attic conversion & garage

Location

20 Celtic Road, Maesteg

Members were advised that residents have concerns regarding proposed windows overlooking adjoining property.
RESOLVED:  That the Council support the residents in their comments on the above applications.
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239    PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

All planning determinations received from BCBC during the month of September were read and presented to Council.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council

held on 7th November 2006

…………………………

Mayor 

