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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of Council Meeting held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 6th March 2007.

PRESENT:

COUNCILLORS:

W May (Mayor)





L Simmons, S B Smith, P John, T T Mizen,






G Howells, W H C Teesdale, H Fenney,






A Gould, J Williams, S Sullivan, 

W B Evans, P W Jenkins, L Beedle, 

D K Edwards.
Apologies for absence were received from C Norton and P Simmons.

418
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllrs W B Evans, W H C Teesdale, W May and S B Smith declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being Members of that Authority.
Cllrs W B Evans, W May, G Howells and S Sullivan declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle, P John and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.    Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee.

Cllrs L Simmons and P John declared interest in matters relating to BCBC as employees of that Authority.

Cllrs S B Smith, L Simmons and P John declared an interest in matters relating to Caerau Communities First.

Cllr L Beedle declared an interest in the item relating to the Maesteg Netball Team.
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419
POLICE MATTERS
The Mayor welcomed the Officer to the meeting, who represented the Caerau Team, Sgt Lloyd sent his apologies.

1.  Police Report
1. Crime Figures


Maesteg East 33, down by 7


Maesteg West 53, down by 6


Caerau/Nantyffyllon  60, an increase of 23 crimes.

Members were advised that the increase in Caerau was mainly due to autocrime, 2 arrests have been made which should resolve this problem.

2.  Parking Problems
Traffic Wardens have been in attendance in the town centre, Caerau and at Plasnewydd School, together with 2 PCSO’s patrolling to target the problem.  Tickets have been issued, with further tickets to follow warnings at the school.

The Officer was advised that the problems at Plasnewydd School had increased due to the bollards/roadworks at the traffic lights.  Patrols were requested at am & pm drops.  Letter has gone to parents and tickets will now be issued. 

Problems were persisting in Caerau Square, despite letter drop following PACT meeting, Members fear that letters are being ignored belittling the work of the Community Officers.  The area will be targeted by traffic wardens.  
3.  PACT Meetings

Notice of the above were presented, over 400 leaflet dropped in the areas, with posters placed on buses etc.

4.  Fire arms incident

Following the above, premises were searched and witnesses spoken to, but no lines of enquiry were forthcoming.
5.  Delayed Police Response – Bridgend Road

Members were advised that Officers were on the scene within two minutes of receiving the call; however an earlier call from the same address had been cancelled as ‘no longer required’.
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6.  Officer attendance at meetings

Apologies were given regarding the inability to send the same Officer to meetings; this was dependant on availability.

2.  Town Centre Redevelopment – Parking

Members expressed concern on the taxis parking around the bus station approach road, causing danger to pedestrians as well as congestion in Talbot Street.

Traffic Wardens have been in attendance and several tickets issued.

3. Caerau Square
It was reported that mini buses are continually parking on the bend, and on the island, verges and pavements meant for pedestrians not for vehicles.

The Officer advised that providing the walkway is clear on the hard-standing and no obstruction created, Officers are unable to issue tickets; however tickets will be issued if vehicles are parked on the cenotaph.

It was also reported that these parked vehicles are obscuring the vision splay of motorists creating a danger.   The Officer was reminded that this area is the main route to the Infant School.  Traffic Wardens have visited the area and certain offences are not enforceable due to road markings etc.

Cllr Simmons has received reports from residents of problems created by underage drinking at the Navigation Hotel.  

Officers stated that the landlord had approached the Caerau Community Team regarding the youths loitering around the foyer of the Hotel and Officers are dealing with this matter.

4.  Stolen cycle – Mill View, Maesteg  

Cllr Edwards reported that a cycle has been stolen from a shed at a residence at Mill View.  The thief is riding past the property admitting the theft.  

The Officer stated that when offences of this nature are reported, they are usually left for the community officer to deal with when on duty.  If details are provided the Officer will investigate and report back to Council.
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5.  Youth Annoyance

Cllr John stated that recurring incidents had been reported recently and Officers had not attended.

Members were advised that calls are now graded by priority, to be dealt with by Community Officers when they return to duty and not dealt with at the time of the incident.  
6.  Burglaries - Maesteg

Cllr Gould asked if any arrests had been made following recent burglaries at Ivor Street and Coed Parc Court, Maesteg.  

The Officers advised that there has been an increase of burglaries in the Town lately; forensics have been taken, when results received hopefully arrests will be made.
420
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 6th February 2007, together with a Property Committee held on 16th February 2007 were read and accepted as a true record.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING

421
MINUTE 377.4

PACT MEETINGS – MAESTEG EAST & WEST

Notice received of Maesteg East & West Ward PACT Meetings to be held at the Council Chamber on 12th & 13th March respectively at 6.30pm.  Over 400 leaflets had been distributed with posters placed in strategic positions advertising the fact.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted
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422
MINUTE 380

POST OFFICE NETWORK

Meeting with H Irranca-Davies MP and National Federation of Sub Postmasters etc to discuss the above held at Sarn Lifelong Learning Centre on 3rd March.  Cllr May & Howells are the delegates. 
Cllr P John had also attended and distributed a written report to Members, which will be considered in Delegates’ Reports.

423
MINUTE 381

PUBLIC TOILETS

Letter received from the BCBC Legal Services Department acknowledging receipt of Freedom of Information request detailed in Minute 381.  The request is being considered, and information will be supplied within the designated timescale, unless the information is exempt or additional time to consider whether disclosure is in the public interest in accordance with Section 2 of the FOI Act.

A further letter received from BCBC Resources Directorate regarding the request under the freedom of Information Action to supply information, Minute 381.  They comment as follows:

1.  Confirm that the parcels forming the former public toilets were sold on 13th September 2004 for £89,129.

2.  With regard to what the funds were allocated for, there is no precise answer to this, as all capital receipts are collated centrally.   They then form the subject of a bidding process by Directorates under the Council’s Capital Programme.  As a result these monies would not have been allocated for any single purpose.

Response also received from Janice Gregory AM, who has referred the Council’s letter on the provision of public conveniences to the WAG Minister for Local Government & Public Services.
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Response to our letters of application to join a Partnership in providing  Public Toilets at the Car Park location:

1.  Iceland Foods Limited – regrettably they cannot help on this occasion, because they have already committed themselves to supporting a very worthy charity, the ‘Imagine appeal’ at Alder Hey Children’s hospital.

2.  Aldi Stores – whilst they appreciate toilets will be for the benefit of everyone, they have responded and are committed to a huge demand for funding, sponsorship and charitable contributions.  They advise Members that they work to an extremely tight profit margin, in order to pass on the best prices to their customers. 

During a discussion it was noted that capital receipts are collated centrally; however, Members felt strongly that a replacement toilet should have been provided by BCBC from the revenue received from the sale of the land at the car park.  Members questioned why the provision of a toilet was not included in the Regeneration Programme.   Concern was once again expressed on the lack of original consultation by BCBC when the toilets, which were well used, were designated as redundant.  
Council insist that toilets are needed within the car park, both male and female, and Members feel that BCBC should enter into a partnership to provide this facility especially as this is the type of action heavily supported by WAG.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to BCBC urging them to consider seeking funding with the above bidding process to provide a replacement facility within the car park, utilising funds received for this area of land.      
424
MINUTE 382  
COUNCIL’S WEBSITE
Cllr Williams reported that following discussion with Biscit technicians etc, problems with the website cannot be resolved as the 
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ratchet system is locked and cannot be updated.   He is also having problems receiving responses from the provider.  
The Council were asked to consider changing the hosting company, which would require a new domain at a cost of £36 for 2 years and may necessitate a slight change in the e-mail address.
Council thanked Cllr Williams for his efforts, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council agree to the above changes at the stated cost, in order that the Website is working efficiently and available to the public.

425
MINUTE 383

MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

Circular letter to the occupier received from BCBC advising that Phase III is underway in Talbot Street, and that at some stage of the project works will be carried out directly adjacent to the building.  Prior to the start a condition survey of the property will be taken, to ensure that should any claims for damage be received by BCBC the Council and Property Freeholders will have an accurate record of the donation of each property prior to the commencement of the enhancement works.  A copy of the survey will be forwarded in due course.  Details were provided of who to contact should the Council have any queries on the survey report.

Notice, with plan, received of the temporary closure of part of ‘Library Lane’, and the temporary variation of Prohibition of through traffic Order 2007.

RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.

Representatives from BCBC Regeneration Section, will be in attendance, on a rota system, every Thursday morning in the Council Chamber to meet with members of the public who have concerns or require information.  Details available.
-286-
RESOLVED:  That the details be relayed to as many interested parties as possible, through the press etc. 

426
MINUTE 398

BCBC TOWN & COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM

Acknowledgement received of Council’s request to discuss BCBC policy on street signs as detailed in Minute 398, at the next Forum meeting.  The Director of Environment & Planning has been asked to prepare a report or advise how else this matter can be dealt with.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted, and a report to follow in Delegates Reports.

427
MINUTE 404

WAG – SWW REGIONAL COMMITTEE

‘STRATEGY FOR OLDER PEOPLE IN WALES’

Details of above meeting available.  Delegate report circulated to Members.
RESOLVED:  That the Council accept the report, and note details therein.

428
MINUTE 410

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Information received that the Maesteg Round Table are organising the Maesteg Kidney Wales Foundation Walk for Life, on 18th March 2007 from the Maesteg Car Park at 11.00am. 

Letters of thanks have been received from the following:


Macmillan Cancer Care

Breathe Easy Group, Caerau.
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Confirmation also received that Maesteg Round Table are organising the 2007 Walk for Life, on 18th March from the Maesteg Car Park at 11.00am.

RESOLVED:  That the letters be noted.


429
MINUTE 397   

BCBC – ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING MAESTEG HOSPITAL
Letter received in response to our enquiry regarding the above.

A plan has been received outlining the areas of land owned by BCBC in the vicinity of the hospital.  The land off Neath road behind the bus shelter at the junction of Heol Ty Gwyn is not owned by BCBC.  Also records show that the carriageway area is not maintainable at public expenses; as such it is not known who owns or controls this area of land, only that it does not appear to be BCBC.  It is assumed that Margam Estate are the Trustees; as such, any decision regarding its usage for parking would be a matter for the Trustees, if they are indeed the owners.

Members should know that the roadway is narrow and has no turning facilities. As such its potential usage for parking seems likely to encourage reversing movements out onto Neath Road, to the detriment of road safety and it is not encouraged for that reason. 

The above letter was noted;, however it was reported that a local builder is parking vehicles in the hospital car park.

RESOLVED:  That BCBC be informed of the above and asked to rectify the situation to allow public parking.
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430    LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL DURING 

THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2007
          RESOLVED: That the List of Payments made by the Council

during the month of February 2007, amounting to £19598.93;
          a copy of which had been circulated to Members, be accepted,

          confirmed and signed by the Mayor.
CORRESPONDENCE

431
AMBULANCE SERVICE

Letter had been sent to the Head of the Ambulance Service following reports that no ambulance was available to deal with the victim of a stabbing incident in the Town Centre recently, and that the Fire Service had to relay the patient to hospital.  The Mayor expressed deep concern that no ambulance cover could be provided to such an urgent call.
Members had been advised that the Fire Service had transported the victim due to the seriousness of the injuries, and that the ambulance was only several minutes away when the call was stopped.  The Mayor advised that during a response from the Ambulance Service, an enquiry into the incident is planned and changes to the current system are being discussed to provide regional headquarters for South, Mid and North Wales Services within the central administration.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed and reports noted.

432
MAESTEG LIBRARY & BCBC INFORMATION POINT

Notice received of the temporary closure of the above from Wednesday 21st February 2007 – 2nd April 2007 to allow refurbishment and provide disabled access.  Full details of alternative service outside the area are provided.  The Notice has been placed on the notice boards.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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433
WAG  -  APPROPRIATE SUM UNDER SECTION 137 OF 
LGA 1972

Section 137 of the LGA 1972 (as amended) permits Town and Community Councils to incur expenditure for certain purposes not otherwise specified, provided the expenditure is of direct benefit to their area up to a maximum sum.  The maximum set for 2007-8 has increased by 3.6% to £5.64 per elector.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

434
WAG – BORROWING BY TOWN COMMUNITY COUNCILS IN 2007-8 CHANGE TO THE MAXIMUM REPAYMENT PERIOD

Letter received from the WAG Local Government Finance Division providing a guide to borrowing by Town and Community Councils for 2007-8, together with details of revised guidance applicable from 2007-8.  Full details available.
The Public Works Loans Board has increased the maximum loan repayment period available to 50 years.   Full details available.

Councils wishing to obtain borrowing approval for 2007-8 must return completed applications by 16th March 2007.

Following a discussion when it was stated that this facility which is available to the Council, could be considered for future financial years as a contingency for refurbishment of the building should the Council fail to access grant funding. In order to consider and make applications by designated times, it was

RESOLVED:  That this matter be considered by the Finance Committee in November 2007.
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435
WAG – FIRE & RESCUE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK (WALES) 2005 (REVISIONS) ORDER 2007 AND INTERVENTION PROTOCOL
Update details received from WAG to the 2004 Framework published in 2005, which the Assembly Government believe is necessary to reflect the significant activity undertaken since publication, such as Risk Reduction Planning Guidance and domestic fire Service.   Comments by 2nd March or as soon as possible.

The Mayor had studied this document and raised no objections to the amendments as long as they are properly staffed and funded.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken be confirmed.

436
WAG – LOCAL SERVICE BOARDS/LOCAL SERVICE AGREEMENTS

CONSULTATION PAPER

A copy of the above received, which sets out how Assembly Government working with its public service partners, proposes to take forward.  View required by 2nd April 2007.   The paper also asks for expression of interests from Local Strategic Partnerships in becoming one of the development areas in which the design of the new model will be tested.  Expressions of interest are requested by 8th March 2007.

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor study the document and provide an appropriate response by the due date.

437
LITTER BINS REQUEST 

Request received from resident of Maesteg Park Estate, for additional litter bins to be placed within the estate.  
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This request has been passed to BCBC Ward Members for their action in the first instance.

Cllr Teesdale reported that list of new litter bins has been compiled for consideration by BCBC; however due to limited funds one will be placed at the Keir Hardie/Brynteg junction first.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

438
LLYNFI VALLEY FORUM

Notice of meeting of the above received advising it will be held on 26th February 2007 at Community Room, BAVO Offices, Commercial Street, Maesteg at 7pm.   Copies supplied to Cllr Teesdale and
Cllr Mizen.

Cllr Teedsale had attended the above, as the Council’s delegate, it had been decided to re-activate the Forum within the Valley.  The BAVO facility was also complimented and the public and organisations encouraged to use the venue.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted
439
BCBC SUMMER HOLIDAY PLAYSCHEMES 2007

Letter received regarding the above.  BCBC wishes to continue with the successful partnership funding arrangements for summer holiday playschemes 2007.  To cover inflationary rises in costs a 3% increase on last year’s contributions will be required – for Maesteg Town Council this fee would be £4282. (Subject to 3 playschemes running in the area).  The Council are thanked once again for their continued support and contributions to playschemes.  Confirmation of funding for 2007 is required.

During a discussion it was stated that BCBC should make every effort to find an alternative venue for the Garth Playscheme, it was
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RESOLVED:  That the Council commit to the 50% partnership funding for however many schemes operate within the area.

440
SHOUT

Minutes of meeting held on 6th February received with notice of meeting on 6th March, 2007 at 2.00pm at Central Church.  Copy of Agenda available.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

441
BCBC YOUTH SERVICE

‘FUN RUN FOR LIFE’

Letter received from Cllr John, a member of the steering committee of the Community Schools Consortium at Maesteg Comprehensive School advising of the above fun run planned for the coming year.  The event is likely to commence at Maesteg Welfare Park following a route to conclude outside the Town Council Offices.  The Council is asked to provide its support in principle for the event.

During a discussion it was stated that the Regeneration Programme works should be considered within the walk route, and it was confirmed that this will be done and route confirmed with police guidelines.

RESOLVED:  That the Council fully support the event.
442
REGULATORY REFORM

(FIRE SAFETY) ORDER

Advice received regarding the above, outlining the legal requirement that owners of building have to carry out a Fire Risk Assessment on their building, effective from 1st October 2006.  Website details provided. 
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RESOLVED:  That this matter be referred to the Health & Safety Committee.

443
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

Notice and relevant papers of meeting of the above held on 8th February, 2007.  Details available to Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

444
THE LLYNFI NEWS

Copy of the February 2007 issue of the above received and available for inspection by Members upon request.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

445
RNID

Invitation to a “Consultation with a difference”

· 11 am- 2.30 pm Monday 19th march Forge Fach Resource Centre Clydach, Neath

· 11 am-2.30 pm Tuesday, 20th March 2007 – YMCA Mendalgief Road, Newport

Support service for deaf and hard of hearing people in Communities First areas.

Promenade consultation events are a means of influencing our way forward and are supported in this initiative by the Enfys Acumen.

Due to a change in policy, the current funding for this scheme is ending shortly; however, it is hopeful that the need for the kind of service provided remains as great as ever and aim to build on the foundations laid over the last four and a years.
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Reply required by 15th March 2007.  It is hoped that a delegate can attend.

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor formulate a response by the due date.

446
SOMERFIELD PATHWAY

Several residents of Maesteg are requesting that Somerfield place a pathway at the side of their main entrance for customers to walk.  The elderly and disabled are finding it difficult to have to cross the road twice and then to climb the ramp and walk around to the stores.  They feel that if a pathway was placed on the grass verge area, this would alleviate them having to walk so far to the entrance.  The Council are asked to support this request and to contact Somerfield.

Whilst Members supported the request, concern was expressed regarding the danger for pedestrians crossing at the top of the hill, and provision for this is required.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the request be sent to Somerfield for their consideration.

447
CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

Cllr May vacated the Chair for this item, which was taken by the Deputy.  Cllrs W B Evans, S Sullivan and G Howells declared an interest in this item.

The Bureau is to upgrade its IT and telephone systems.  ICTS will be undertaking this work and the Board request the Council’s permission for this work to be undertaken.   To commence 6th March 2007.

Council were advised that the new system will allow advisors to access computers in each consulting room.   During the discussion it was stated that it is not likely to affect power consumption to a great degree, questions were raised whether it may affect the Council’s IT 
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system which requires investigation.  Providing the integrity of the building is preserved, it was
RESOLVED:  That permission be granted to CAB to install the system.

Cllr May retook the Chair.
448    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1.  MAESTEG NETBALL CLUB

Cllr Beedle took no part in the discussion on this application.

Application received from the Fundraiser for the above, requesting assistance towards the costs of kitting the girls out with the appropriate items required for the squad of approximately 60 members.  The girls are aged 13+ who all live within the Maesteg area.  The kits cost in the region of £40 each.  Financial statement provided.

Following discussion when the work the Club is doing locally was commended it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the Maesteg Netball Club under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

2.  COMMUNITIES FIRST – CAERAU

CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 2007

Email received from the above who are hoping to have a lighting scheme in Caerau Square to that within the town centre.  An estimate for this has been given at around £10,000.  The Town Council are asked to consider contributing towards the cost of the proposed scheme.
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During a discussion it was stated that no provision has been made in the 2007/8 Christmas light budget for a contribution of this kind.  It was suggested that £1000 be pledged to the Caerau lighting scheme, dependent on the additional funds being raised from other sources.  Members felt that this matter warranted further investigation prior to a decision being made, it was therefore
RESOLVED:  That the Christmas Street Lighting Sub Committee meet with representatives of Communities First and report back to Council. 

3.  MAESTEG CANOE CLUB

Letter received for the Secretary of the above who are seeking funds to purchase five new junior paddles at a cost of £40 each.  The Club is small with a junior membership of 18 young people, and it is hoped that with slalom training under an excellent kayaking coach will progress in this sport which is recognised Olympic event.  One 14 year old member of the Club is already competing with the Welsh Squad and is an inspiration to the other members.  All members live locally and show great commitment in their training and attendance.  Council Members are invited to attend at the Maesteg Pool on any Wednesday 8-9pm to visit the Club.  Balance sheet provided.

Following discussion, when the work the Club is doing locally was commended, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £100 to the Maesteg Canoe Club under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

4.  LEAGUE OF FRIENDS 
MAESTEG COMMUNITY HOSPITAL

Letter received from the Treasurer of the above advising that the Annual Fete, which continues to be the main source of income, will be 
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held on 20th June 2007.   They advised Council that they have donated £262,883 to date and last year they purchased a hoist to help patients in and our of a bath and this year they are committed to purchasing yet another special Hi-Low bath and hoist at a cost of £11,000.  The League of Friends thanked MTC for their continued support and asked for their assistance again this year.   
Members stressed their support for the League of Friends and the support it provides to the Maesteg Community Hospital, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £250.00 towards the 2007 League of Friends annual fundraising fete, under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).

449
FAIRTRADE CAMPAIGN

Members were reminded of the letter from Sustainable Wales detailed in Minute 395, asking the Council to consider supporting the Fairtrade Campaign in Bridgend County Borough.  

Members were advised of Fairtrade items that are available, and how important it was that staff are trained and made aware of items that are available in their store in order to promote fair-trade.  Whilst it was decided that Council must support the Campaign and try to stop exploitation, it can only inform traders and encourage their involvement but not dictate what items are sold in individual outlets.

Details of several events that are taking place in Maesteg during the Fairtrade Fortnight were presented.  

Following discussion it was 

RESOLVED:  That 

1.  The Council support Fairtrade

2.  Advise local traders etc of available Fairtrade products

3.  Wherever possible use fair-trade items during Council functions

4.  Include this matter within the Council’s Website, and advise Press of this decision. 
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450
BLDP CANDIDATE SITES
REDUNDANT SCHOOL SITES
Discussion took place on the provision of the new Comprehensive School and the proposed new school at Caerau which will leave the following school sites redundant:

· Maesteg Lower Comprehensive School (including playing field)

· Blaencaerau Jounior School

· Blaenllynfi Infant School

· Caerau Nursery School.

Members considered the future use of these sites which it was felt should be retained for public use, especially the playing field in Bridgend Road, Maesteg, which cannot be lost particularly with the problems of access to the existing field at South Parade.  

Several suggestions were put forward, including utilising the lower comprehensive site for a combination of primary schools eg. Plasnewydd and Garth which are both in need of refurbishment, thereby releasing alternative prime sites for development, whilst retaining the field.

Council was advised that Officers of BCBC have stated that the Llwynderw site will be sold off for development with the funds received being added to future education budget.  It was stated that community groups in Caerau are already discussing possibilities. 
It was stated that Council or individual Members have the opportunity to submit ideas/views within the UDP Process.  Members insisted that in order to have any influence on final decision the Council’s views must be discussed now, and insist on involvement within the initial planning stage.  In the first instance, it was
RESOLVED:  That BCBC be asked to supply information on what is proposed for the above sites.
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451
DELEGATES REPORTS
1.  Post Office Network, 3rd March 2007

Written report circulated by Cllr John, from a meeting with the MP and other parties, on Post Office Network, also attended by Cllr May and Cllr Howells.  The main points of discussion were

· Government targets – commitment to PO
· Importance of consultation responses 

· 90-95% of sub post offices are privately owned

· Closure could destroy sustainability of PO’s in general

· BCBC reviewing support to PO for retraction of fess – Council tax etc.

· Support by PO’s to credit unions

· Post Watch disappointed by summary – estimate that 205 sub PO’s will close in 2010/12.

Due to the concerns, doubts and passion involved in the ensuing discussion it was concluded that Post Offices Ltd via consultation must address the needs of the urban situation.  Consultation details provided.
2.  SW Wales Regional Committee

     ‘Maintaining Health, Well being and Independence of Older   

       People’, 2nd March 2007

Written report circulated following Cllr Jenkins’ attendance at the above meeting.  The main points for discussion were:

· BCBC provides 300,000 hours of home care in Borough

· Stairlift policy in conjunction with Care & Repair
· Details of SHOUT provided, local branch.

· Benefit check system available through Care & Repair and also Age Concern
· BCBC employ a Welfare Benefits Officer – Council Tax Benefit is only taken up by 40% of those eligible.  This figure is apparently higher in Maesteg Members asked to encourage elderly to apply.

· Respite system for carers recognized as a priority.  WAG & BCBC hope to expand this service.
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· Concern expressed on the lack of good clean public conveniences, which could restrict the movement of the elderly.

· WAG Appointment of an older persons Commissioner is imminent.

· RSVP - Retired and Senior Volunteer Programme aim to support those with learning difficulties.
Full information pack in Clerk’s Office.


3.  BCBC Town & Community Council Forum


     6th March 2007

Following the Council’s request Street Signage was discussed.  Members advised that only £28,000 per annum is allocated for this service.  BCBC intend contacting Town & Community Councils offering requesting that this service be undertaken on a partnership basis.  Bridgend Town Council already have a 50/50% partnership in place with BCBC for replacement signs.  New developments have a system in place for the provision of signs.
During a discussion Members stated that partnerships were always entered on BCBC’s terms.  It was also stated that some Town and Community Councils undertake very few functions, often in the wealthier sections of the Borough.  

RESOLVED:  That the reports be noted.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
452
TOWN HALL CLOCK

It was reported that the town hall clock is showing different times on each face and not working properly once again.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be reported to BCBC for their urgent attention. 
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453
AGE CONCERN SCHEME  

HANDYMAN SCHEME

HEES SCHEME

Members were advised that there are forms in the office for the above schemes, available to the public.  The Schemes offer assistance with heating systems, insulation etc, and safety issues in the home – fire alarms, window locks, carbon monoxide alarms, door chains etc.

The Services are free to those who meet certain criteria, Members were asked to encourage the over 60’s to apply for this service.  Forms available in Clerk’s Office.
RESOLVED:  That this information be made available through the press, local newsletters etc.

454
PARC RHOSSYN, MAESTEG  
It was reported that no street signs have been erected at the above development.

RESOLVED:  That BCBC be so informed, requesting that the Developer be pressed to provide the necessary signs.  

Cllrs May, Smith, Teesdale and Evans left the meeting at this point.

Cllr Fenney took the Chair.

455
PLANS

The following plans have been considered by the Planning Sub Committee and require confirmation of action taken as stated:


(List circulated to Members)
Ref



P/07/95/FUL/CF




Applicant


S Jenkins





11 Darren Close, Maesteg
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Development

Single Storey side extension

Location


11 Darren Close, Maesteg

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/72/FUL/NM

Applicant


Mrs M Ronan





110B Llwydarth Road, Maesteg

Development

Two storey shower room extension for 
disabled person

Location


110B Llwydarth Road, Maesteg 

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/13/FUL/DE




Applicant


Mr & Mrs G Price





57 Wesley Street, Caerau

Development

Single storey extension for disabled person

Location


57 Wesley Street, Caerau

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/149/FUL/CE




Applicant


Mr & Mrs Davies





28 Homfray Street, Nantyffyllon

Development

Two storey & single storey extension to rear

Location


28 Homfray Street, Nantyffyllon.

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/113/OUT/AG

Applicant


W Davies 





Old Vicarage, Vicarage Terrace, Maesteg

Development

Outline permission to erect single dwelling

Location


Old Vicarage, Vicarage Terrace, Maesteg

Observation:
Concerns expressed with regard to highway access to this proposed development.   
-303-
Ref



A/07/9/ADV/CF

Applicant


Heronreed (Malsters Arms) Ltd





55 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff

Development

Projecting and fascia signs

Location


The Malsters Arms, Commercial Street, 
Maesteg

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/135/FUL/CF

Applicant


Heronreed (Malsters Arms) Ltd





55 Merthyr Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff

Development

Replace window above portico, install 5 
floodlights, paint exterior of front elevation

Location


The Malsters Arms, Commercial Street, 
Maesteg

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/151/FUL/CE

Applicant


J & S Developments

Ewenny Road, Maesteg 

Development

Change of use from photographic studio into

Three bedroom flat (ground and basement)

Location


7 Bethania Street, Maesteg

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/174/FUL/CE

Applicant


Mr & Mrs Ford





3 Caer Cymrig Maesteg

Development

Loft Conversion with two pitched roof front





Dormers and rear flat roof dormer

Location


3 Caer Cymrig Maesteg

Observation:

Support

Ref



P/07/173/FUL/NM



Applicant


Mr & Mrs Eynon





33 Brynmawr Place Maesteg

Development

Single Storey Rear Extension

Location


33 Brynmawr Place Maesteg

Observation:

Support

-304-
Ref



P/07/186/FUL/CF




Applicant


Mr & Mrs P Treasure





65 Davies Terrace Nantyffyllon





Maesteg 

Development

Single storey extension to side and rear 
elevation

Location


65 Davies Terrace Nantyffyllon

Observation:

Support


RESOLVED:  That the above action be confirmed.


The following applications were presented for discussion:


Ref



P/07/207/FUL/NM



Applicant


Drs Smith, Savage, Theva & Ja

Woodlands Surgery Woodlands Terrace Caerau

Development

Extension to Doctors surgery

Location
Woodlands Surgery Woodland Terrace Caerau

Ref



P/07/184/OUT/AG




Applicant


First Rate Products Ltd





11 Salisbury Road Maesteg

Development
New Private drive for three residential building plots Approved under consent P/05/1707/FUL

Location


Salisbury Road

Ref



P/07/193/FUL/CF




Applicant


Miss Michelle John





97 Heol Ty Gwyn Maesteg

Development

Three Dormers to rear elevation 

Location


97 Heol Ty Gwyn Maesteg

-305-

Following discussion on the above, it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications. 

456
PLANNING APPLICATION P/07/03/OUT/CE

A letter has been received from residents of Caerau, who are most severely affected by the proposed housing development on Filco car park.  The residents note that Maesteg Town Council objected to the proposal.   They advise that 839 residents have signed a petition objecting to the development and local County Borough Councillors have also indicated that they object to it.

At the Planning and Development Committee Meeting on 22nd February, a decision was deferred until after a site meeting, which will take place on March 8th.

Members are also advised that a Miss Claire Thomas advocated on the residents’ behalf as a public speaker in the last meeting and will speak again on the 22nd March in the Committee Meeting when the issue will be next raised.

The residents ask the support of Maesteg Town Council and request that a Town Councillor would consider speaking on their behalf at the next meeting.   They would truly appreciate such representation.

Following a discussion when reference was made to the Council’s objections to the proposed development, it was 

RESOLVED:  That BCBC be informed that the Council wish a delegate to attend the Meeting on 22nd March when this application is being further considered following the site meeting.
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457
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of planning decisions taken by BCBC received to date available for inspection.
RESOLVED:  That the information be made available upon request.  
Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council

held on 3rd April 2007

………………………

Mayor

