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MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL

COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of a meeting of the Council held at the Council Chamber, Council Offices, Talbot Street, Maesteg, on Tuesday, 2nd January 2007.

PRESENT:




COUNCILLORS:
H Fenney (In the Chair)





T T Mizen, C Norton, W B Evans, P W Jenkins, 
L Beedle, D K Edwards, A Gould, J Williams.

Apologies for  absence were received from Cllrs:  W May, S B Smith, 

P John, P Simmons, L Simmons, G Howells and W H C Teesdale.

333
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
Cllrs W B Evans, declared an interest in all matters relating to BCBC being a Member of that Authority.
Cllrs W B Evans declared an interest in any matters relating to CAB.

Cllrs W B Evans, L Beedle and H Fenney declared an interest in items relating to the Town Hall as members of the Management Committee.  

Cllr J Williams declared an interest in any matters relating to Maesteg Town Hall as his wife is an employee, and also to any matters referring to Llynfi Valley Community Transport.

Cllr H Fenney declared an interest in matters referring to the Valley 16-25 Project as a member of the Management Committee.
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334
POLICE MATTERS
‘SPOTLIGHT ON POLICE’
Notice received from the SW Police Authority of the above meeting to be held at the Vale of Glamorgan Hotel on 25th January 2007.  Presentations will be given by the Divisional Commander, the Treasurer of the Police Authority with the latest information on the Police Authority.  There will also be an opportunity to express views on policing and how to develop the force in 2007/8.

RESOLVED:  That Cllrs: T T Mizen and J Williams attend on behalf of the Council.

POLICE MATTERS – CAERAU (MINUTE 299-3.i)
Letter received from BCBC Transportation & Engineering Department responding to the request to place bollards at Caerau Square to prevent parking on the paved area near the cenotaph.  The area was visited on 14th December when one vehicle was parked on the footway; however, no damage to the footway etc was witnessed.  This practice is not condoned as it causes an obstruction and danger to pedestrians, details of the offending vehicle were passed to the Police asking them to deal with the matter.  

With regard to the request for bollards, the authority has a list of over 400 sites with road safety/traffic management issues.  Due to a limited budget available to investigate and address these problems the system of sites prioritised based on a history of personal injury accidents is used.  BCBC are therefore unable to authorise any work at Caerau Square at this time.  If any other source of funding is available to cover the cost of designing and implementing a scheme, then the matter will be reconsidered.

Members were advised that the Police had received a similar response, the Caerau Officers and Traffic Wardens will continue to monitor the area.
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CHRISTMAS PERIOD

As usual ‘Black Friday’ was busy in the town centre.  On Boxing Night several public order arrests were made.  Vehicle crime was recorded on New Year’s Eve. 

CRIME FIGURES/DETECTION RATES
Sgt Lloyd reported on the crime figures for the Caerau, Maesteg West and East wards and stated that there has been a 10-12% reduction in crime figures in the Valley on last year’s figures. 
Members were advised that the detection rate since April 2006 has been approximately 25%, covering the whole section from Aberkenfig to Caerau.

Concern was expressed on what seems a low detection percentage, and Sgt Lloyd was asked how this compared with other sections within the division.  The divisional rate is usually 25-31%.  The target set to clear cases at a rate of two per day, detection relies on information received.  Officers strive to increase the rate, and also try to prevent crime thereby reducing overall figures.  
UNDER AGE DRINKING

Members were advised that a test purchasing operation in the town had been undertaken, with only one trader failing in the Caerau area, who had been issued with a warning.   The monitoring of Maesteg Welfare Park is on-going.
Approaches have been made with the Senior Comprehensive School 

to advise youths of the dangers involved etc.
PARKING – ON PAVED AREAS
PCSO’s will target this practice in Castle Street and Bridgend Road, Maesteg.   Reference was also made to the illegal parking in Church Street; this area will also be monitored by PCSO’s.
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Parking problems are continuing in Commercial Street, outside takeaway shops, despite this matter has been reported on several occasions.  Vehicles numbers were provided to the Officer.

Sgt Lloyd will chase up this matter. 
NEW FOOTBRIDGE

It was reported that youths are gathering around the car park and new footbridge using the area for skateboarding.  Youths were confronted on one occasion in December and were abusive.  The public feel intimidated by the numbers of youths in this area.  Officers were asked to patrol the area.
CYCLING ON PAVEMENTS

Officers were asked to try to prevent people cycling on public footways which creates a hazard, particularly when no lights are displayed.

QUAD BIKES – LEGISLATION

Sgt Lloyd was asked if there is any legislation which requires shops/outlets for the above to register when a vehicle is purchased. 

No legislation exists to govern the sales of these machines; however Sgt Lloyd stated that it would be helpful if there was.  Outlets are only concerned with the commercial aspect. 
335
MINUTES
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on

5th December 2006 were read and accepted as a true record.
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be approved, adopted and signed by the Mayor.

MATTERS ARISING
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336
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 

POST OFFICE – PAYPAL (MINUTE  302)  

Letters received from MP regarding comments detailed in Minute 302, together with copy letter he had received from the BBC on the above subject, and a copy of Summary of Government’s proposals for the Post Office Network (copies had been circulated to Members for information).

During a discussion it was stated that the policy that post offices should be financially viable, was having a detrimental affect and causing inconvenience to the public, particularly senior citizens.  There were occasions before Christmas when people were being turned away from the Post Office as no money was available.
Reference was made to the sub postmasters who are accepting the redundancy packages being offered, resulting in the closure of post offices creating hardship to the general public.  A commitment to retain these post office branches must be made.   The Government policy of removing the services available at post offices and therefore reducing revenue will result in a financial loss.  

The Post Office system was designed as a convenient and acceptable public service not a private banking system.  The choices given to people to undertake their business in a wider range of outlets proves to be contradictory, as some are not a suitable environment to purchase TV licences, pay Council Tax etc. and not always accessible to the public.  The public must feel comfortable and secure whilst handling sometimes large sums of money and be afforded a certain amount of privacy which cannot be provided within certain retail outlets.   It was therefore 

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to the MP relaying these sentiments.
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337
BRIDGEND LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

& PROVISION OF PUBLIC TOILETS (MINUTE 304)

Letter received from Mrs J Gregory AM advising that the request relayed to her, detailed in Minute 304, had referred the Assembly’s Minister for Local Government and Public Services for her attention.  A copy of the response will be forwarded when received.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
338
APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

BRIGEND WOMENS AID (MINUTE 322.2)

Letter of thanks received from the above for donation granted in Minute 322.2.
RESOLVED:  That the letter be noted.
339
DELEGATES REPORT

BCBC TOWN AND COMMUNITY COUNCIL FORUM (MINUTE 324)

Letter received from BCBC Regeneration Directorate advising that the Council in partnership with the Police has established a PACT Steering Group (PSG).  The purpose is to provide a structure that enables information to be collated and disseminated to allow community rather that ward issues to be identified and agreed.    The Group will be comprised of relevant officers from various partner agencies.  

The information will be analysed by the Community Safety Partnership and submitted to the Steering Group to identify:

· Emerging priorities

· Key partner agency responsible for addressing priorities

· Funding available

· and Timetable

-221-

It is hoped that this will support the local PACT and provide a supporting mechanism for addressing strategic issues.   As stated in Minute 324 a Town and Community Council representative will sit on the Steering Group.  Councils are asked to nominate a representative, which will be considered at the BCBC Town and Community Council Forum meeting to elect a representative.   In the meantime the first meeting will be held on 13th December at the Civic Offices, when
Cllr K Russell will represent the Forum as an interim measure, because of his interest and knowledge of Community Safety issues. 

During a discussion it was stated that Cllr Russell would represent all community/town councils fairly, and that this had been the consensus of opinion at the last BCBC Forum meeting.

RESOLVED:  That the Council nominate and support Cllr K Russell as its representative on the PACT Steering Group.

340
MAESTEG TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE
(MINUTE 325)

Members were advised that due to a technical problem with the provider company, it is not possible at present to access the website to update information.   The Host Company had been contacted and are dealing with this problem.

Photographs of Members are still awaited, and topics for addition

to the website were suggested which will be discussed at a later date.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.
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341
LIST OF PAYMENTS MADE BY THE COUNCIL 

DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 2006

RESOLVED:  That the List of Payments made by the Council during the month of December 2006 (copies of which had been circulated to Members) amounting to £5065.37 be accepted, confirmed and sign by the Mayor.

342
MAESTEG TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION

Letter received from the BCBC Head of Physical Regeneration, who is assuming the role of Maesteg Regeneration Officer, alongside providing a strategic direction for the Physical Regeneration Team throughout Bridgend County.  Next meeting of the Town Forum – 18th January 2007 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber.  Agenda will include an up-date on Phase III of the townscape scheme due to take place in the New Year, and snagging and completion of Phase II.  

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted.

343
STREET SIGNS – MILL VIEW, MAESTEG 

Letter received from Architectural & Technical Services BCBC regarding the missing signs at Mill View, and the complaint received from resident.  Council are advised that it is the responsibility of the developer to erect signs as part of the formal adoption procedure at the end of construction contract.  There is no indication that this was carried out at the time which has left the Authority with the responsibility for erecting the correct signage.
As previously mentioned this service has a limited budget and replaces signs in chronological order.  However, additional funding has been secured for a limited number of additional signs, it is anticipated that the order for this sign will be ordered in the next two months.
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Council were pleased that the Mill View signs are to be replaced; however, Members felt that the BCBC policy on replacing street signs in chronological order when funding is available is inadequate, and consider it imperative that all missing nameplates are replaced as a matter of urgency.   This policy could adversely affect the delivery of emergency services, including funeral services, particularly with the current system of out of hours medical care in operation, where doctors have to visit patients in areas they are not familiar with and the lack of signage could cause serious delays in sick patients receiving necessary care and attention.  It was

RESOLVED:  that a letter be sent to BCBC urging that this policy be re-considered by the Authority and that all street signs be replaced as a matter of urgency.

344
WALES AMBULANCE SERVICE – AUDIT REPORT

The above report was received for information, together with press release dated 4th December 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
345
AIR CADETS – 631 MAESTEG SQUADRON

Letter from the Commanding Officer of the above advising that the above has offered a variety of activities aimed at 13-20 year olds in Maesteg for over sixty years.  The Squadron help develop good teamwork, communication and leadership skills.  At the recent Remembrance Service during discussions with Members of the Council, it was suggested that there may be ways that the Squadron can assist the Council whilst raising its own profile.  The Maesteg Squadron is willing to assist the local community in any way that the Air Training Corps will permit. 
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RESOLVED:  That a letter of thanks be sent to the Maesteg Corps for their offer.

346
BRIDGEND TOURISM FORUM

Invitation received from the Chair of the above, to attend a workshop forum on 19th January 2007 at the Heronston Hotel, Bridgend.  

Cllr Norton expressed an interest in attending on behalf of the Council and if he is available, it was

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Norton attend the above.

347
CHILDLINE WALES

Copy of the latest Childline Wales newsletter received. 
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request

348
BRIDGEND LOCAL HEALTH BOARD

Papers relating to meeting of the above held on 14th December 2006 received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request

349
LLYNFI RENEWABLE ENERGY PARK

Information on above proposals exhibited at Town Hall recently received.   GEUK is one on the largest wind energy developers, with operations throughout Europe the Americas and Australia with its UK headquarters in Newport.  
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GEUK is currently evaluating feedback from the exhibitions and completed comment forms, which the Council will receive details of the findings in the new year.  The Company is committed to local consultation and is therefore asking the local planning authorities to decide the application before DTI consent is obtained.

Several Members of the Council had not received the public meeting notification during the leaflet drop which was organised in the area, and therefore were unable to attend at the Town Hall, which was not acceptable.

Members were advised that representatives from the Company had also met with the Mayor prior to the exhibition.  It was

RESOLVED:  That the Company be informed that the leaflet drop had not covered the whole area, and that direct contact with the Council be made in future plans.

350
VALLEY & VALE COMMUNITY ARTS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice received of the AGM of the above – 19th January 2007 (full details available).  Members invited to attend.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
351
LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME REGULATIONS 1997 RCT PENSION FUND REPORT 2006

Copy of the above report received and is available for inspection by Members.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request
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352
SEWTA – ANNUAL REPORT 2005/6

Copy of the above received which outlines the progress made during the second year of business, most of the actions set out in the Business Plan for the year were achieved.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request

353
EUROPEAN COMMISSION

MARITIME POLICY GREEN PAPER

A green paper was adopted in June 2006 on the future Maritime Policy for the EU, its aim is to launch a wide debate among stakeholders about the approach to the oceans and seas.  The Greenpaper is a consultative document and available on the Web, comments are invited.  A booklet ‘Maritime facts and figures’ is enclosed and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request

354
COMMUNITY CARE GUIDE

A GUIDE TO COMMUNITY SERVICES AND INFORMATION
Copy of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
355
MP NEWSLETTER – CHRISTMAS ISSUE
Copy of the above received.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
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356
CAERAU COMMUNITY NEWS - DECEMBER 2006

Copy of the above received.
RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
357
THE LLYNFI NEWS

Copy of the December edition of the above received.

RESOLVED:  That the information be noted and made available upon request.
358    APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

1. MAESTEG HOSPITAL PATIENTS WELFARE
     COMMITTEE

Letter received from the Secretary of the above Committee who endeavour each year to provide extra comforts to those patients who are in hospital at Maesteg over the Christmas period.  The Committee has been running for 57 years, and would be grateful for any financial assistant the Council may wish to donate to this Fund which benefits local people.  
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £150.00 to the above Fund under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
2.LLANGOLLEN INTERNATIONAL MUSICAL
   EISTEDDFOD

Letter received form the Chair asking the Council to consider making a donation to the above Eisteddfod which will take place in July 2007.  This popular festival encourages many visitors to Wales, as well as local organisation who take par, in the Eisteddfod.  Funds are raised through a mixture of grants, sponsorship etc.  
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RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
3.  BRIDGEND BRANCH ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY

Letter from the above Branch Dementia Co-ordinator advising that Bridgend is one of 300 branches for the Alzheimer’s Society throughout the Country who provide information and education for carers and professionals.  A helpline in available, the Branch runs quality home care and day services, funds medical and scientific research and helps families in need.  It campaigns for improved health and social services, and for greater understanding of the disease.  
It was understood that there is a Maesteg branch of the above Association, and it was

RESOLVED:  That further enquiries be made before the application is fully considered. 
4. BCBC YOUTH SERVICE

    BRIDGEND YOUTH DANCE FINALS

Letter received from the Youth Service Officer advising that the above Finals are to be held at Maesteg Town Hall on 11th March 2007.  There will be over 180 competitors from Bridgend County with many from local youth clubs and groups, with a local audience of over 200.  Winners will progress to the National Finals in April 2007.

The Council has in past years been generous by sponsoring the event by purchasing the trophies etc, last year this costs totalled £200.00.  The Mayor will once again be asked to present the prizes.
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £150.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended)
5.  BCBC – CAERAU REGENERATION

     BREWER’S SITE PROJECT

Letter received from the BCBC Regeneration Projects Officer (Caerau) advising that much work has been undertaken to develop a kickabout area on the former Brewer’s garage site in conjunction with the Communities First team and the Children’s ICT project in Noddfa.
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The play facility is only part of the solution for the site, and BCBC has contracted landscape architects to provide suggestions, which is currently open for public consultation; full costings will be available in the new year. The preferred kickabout will cost around £70,000 with environmental improvements adding in the region of £30,000-£40,000 to the overall costs.   Initial ideas available for inspection.

The Council are asked to consider a contribution to the project.
RESOLVED:  That this matter be considered at the meeting due to be held to discuss the 2007/8 budget.
5.  BCBC – MAESTEG MARKET – 
     CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Invoice now received from BCBC Property Section, with copy invoice from Centregreat for the purchase and installation of  Christmas lights at the Maesteg Market.  

This matter was discussed in Minute 131, when Council agreed to fund 50% of the cost involved – which is £2250.00.  Authorisation of payment required.
RESOLVED:  That the invoice be paid in accordance with decision taken in Minute 131.

6.  LLYNFI VALLEY 16-25 PROJECT LTD.
Information requested from the above, detailed in Minute 322.5.

· Attendance figures for November 2006 provided

· Courses mentioned will be delivered by Welsh Kempo Association.  

· It is anticipated that 10-15 young people per session will attend.
RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £150.00 to the above under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
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7.  BREATHE EASY SUPPORT GROUP
Letter received for the Chair of the above charity support group which supports patients with respiratory disease in the Llynfi Valley, overseen by the British Lung Foundation.  The Council are asked to consider making a donation which will benefit the Group, who try to organise social events for the group who are unable to socialise due to their condition.
Cllr Williams declared an interest at this Group are members of the Llynfi Valley Community Transport, and use the services provided by LVCT.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £150.00 to the above Group under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
8.  MENTOR BRO OGWR


Letter received form the Head Language Officer of the above, which is a charitable Organisation working very closely with the Welsh Language Board promoting  the Welsh language for young people and adults in Bridgend by developing projects and activities designed to need.  A welsh magazine has been produced, clubs have been developed in schools and local youth clubs.  An information leaflet is enclosed on the Group.  Council are asked to consider making a donation towards this Group to enhance its provision of services.

RESOLVED:  That the Council donate the sum of £50.00 to the above Fund under Section 137 of the Local Government Act (as amended).
359    ROAD SAFETY PROJECTS
Members has been circulated with a report on speed monitors etc:
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N & PT Council

· Used intermittently for best results – effectiveness maintained with break in usage 

· Records all activities of vehicles – Mechanism now built in where speeds can be logged up to a limit set, 20-40 mph usually, to deter drivers trying to register higher speeds and deter excessive speeds

· Demand for sites out-way availability.

· Costs – approx. £4000

BCBC 

· Placed in Llangynwyd by Bridgend Safety Partnership without BCBC approval

· BCBC not supporting these speed visors

· Assessing criteria based on accident records etc at schools throughout Bridgend with a view to placing permanent ‘School – slow/araf’ signs with flashing lights.   Only type of signs considering within Borough

Maesteg Sector Police Inspector

· Supports speed cameras - effective

· Police to use – not every day – could use elsewhere in Borough if required 

· Cost approx £2000

· Making enquiries on behalf of Council re meeting with Bridgend Safety Partnership and its Police speed advisor

The Clerk had contacted Laleston CC for information on their project, a response is awaited.  
Following a discussion when it was stated that BCBC should consider a broader spectrum of road safety issues, as do other highway authorities, it was

RESOLVED:  That 

· The Council await further information 
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· That the police representative on the Bridgend Safety Partnership be invited to a meeting to fully discuss this matter
360
BLDP CANDIDATE SITES


Reference was made to the details in Minute 313.

A letter had been received from the MP urging individuals to take advantage of the opportunity to put forward sites which have potential.  
During the discussion on possible candidate sites which Members can submit to BCBC by 31st January 2007, reference was made to the future use of school sites within the valley which are being replaced over the next few years, ie.  Llwynderw, Blaenllynfi, and Blaeancaerau.  It was stated that these potential vacant/derelict sites should be retained for community use.  In order that Council can debate this point it was
RESOLVED:  That this matter be placed on the Council Agenda for discussion at the March meeting.

361
TOWN & COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE

BOARD OF GOVERNORS – YSGOL CYNWYD SANT
Due to the resignation of Cllr L Simmons as the town council representative on the above Board of Governors, a vacancy extists.

Following a discussion, it was

RESOLVED:  That Cllr L Beedle be submitted to BCBC as the replacement governor for Ysgol Cynwyd Sant.
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362
PLANS

Ref



P/06/1461/FUL/NM

Applicant


A Barnard





4 Aneurin Bevan Way, Maesteg

Development

PVCU Conservatory to rear

Location


4 Aneurin Bevan Way, Maesteg

Ref



P/06/1506/FUL/NM


Applicant


Miss A Aldridge





10 Station Street, Maesteg

Development

Two storey rear extension – 
amendment to 06/127

Location


10 Station Street, Maesteg

Ref



P/06/1503/FUL/AG




Applicant


A & S Builders





6 Pleasant View, Caerau

Development

1 Private dwelling house

Location


Former 56 Davies Terrace, Nantyffyllon.

Ref



P/06/1531/FUL/NM

Applicant


D Mordecai





24 Park View, Maesteg

Development

Single storey extension for disabled person

Location


24 Park View, Maesteg

Ref



P/06/1503/FUL/AG

Applicant


A & S Builders





6 Pleasant View, Maesteg 

Development

1 Private dwelling house

Location


Former 56 Davies Tce. Nantyffyllon.

Ref



P/06/1544/FUL/AG

Applicant


Miss E S Williams





Flat 4 Siloh Chapel, High Street, Maesteg

Development

1 x 3 bed detached dwelling
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Location
Plot 4, Land rear of 145-165 Bridgend Road,  Maesteg

Ref



A/06/56/ADV/NM

Applicant


BCBC





Caerau Police Station, Duffryn Road, 
Caerau

Development
Non-illuminated advertising fascia & hoarding

Location
Unit 7, Spelter Industrial Estate, Nantyffyllon.

Ref



A/06/57/ADV/NM

Applicant


Shoe Zone Ltd





Humberstone Road, Leicester

Development

Fascia Sign

Location


136/7 Commercial Street, Maesteg

Ref



P/06/1553/FUL/EW

Applicant


M Brazier





16 Bethania Street, Maesteg

Development

Conversion from four storey house into two 
self contained flats

Location


16 Bethania Street, Maesteg

Ref



P/06/1571/FUL/NM

Applicant


C Stolzenburg





29 Hartshon Terrace, Caerau

Development

Detached garage to rear

Location


29 Hartshon Terrace, Caerau

Ref



P/06/1559/FUL/NM

Applicant


Shoe Zone Ltd





Humberstone Road, Leicester

Development

Install new shopfront

Location


136/7 Commercial Street, Maesteg
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RESOLVED:  That the Council SUPPORT the above applications.

Ref

  

P/06/1526/FUL/EW


Applicant


C Wooler





Plot 102 Coed Parc Court, Maesteg

Development

Dormer Bungalow

Location
Land rear of 32-42 St Michael’s Road, Maesteg

RESOLVED: That the Council OBJECT to the above proposal for the following reason:

1.  The access to the proposed development is inadequate, both from Morris Street and Gladstone Street and is likely to create hazards to the detriment of highway safety.  It is also considered likely that the inadequate access will prevent emergency vehicles attending the site thereby creating a further safety hazard. 

Ref



P/06/1484/RLX/AG

Applicant


A J Morris





Flat 6 Siloh Chapel, Nantyffyllon

Development
Relax condition 1 of approval 05/1305 (access)

Location


Former St Peter’s Church Hall, Nantyffyllon

RESOLVED:  That Council oppose any proposal to relax the condition imposed in the planning permission 05/1305, and that permission should be denied for the following reason:

That the condition imposed in the determination of 06/1305 be retained in the interest of highway safety, and that adequate highway access and parking provision be implemented.

The Clerk was also asked to determine any differences in regulations, when a member of the public and builders apply for planning permission.
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363
PLANNING DETERMINATIONS

Details of planning decisions taken by BCBC received to date were reported and available for inspection.

RESOLVED:  That the above information be noted.

364
PLANNING APPEAL

Notice received of Appeal lodged with WAG Planning Inspectorate in respect of BCBC’s refusal for Outline planning permission:


2 residential dwellings – 54 Cemetery Road, Maesteg.

Reasons for refusal:

The proposal constitutes an undesirable form of backland development, out of character with the existing pattern of development in the area and as such would result in an intensification of residential development reducing, to an unacceptable level the amenities and privacy of occupiers of adjoining dwellings.

The narrow lane leading to the site is not suitable to serve as the principal means of vehicular access to the proposed development as it lacks adequate visibility for vehicles emerging from the site and the additional use of this sub-standard access will create increased traffic hazards to the further detriment of highway safety.

RESOLVED:  That the Council support the Planning Authority in its refusal of this proposal for the stated reasons.

Read and accepted at a
Meeting of the Council held

On 6th February 2007   

…………………………..

Mayor

